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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 10 February 2009 at 

7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Bill Hatton (Chairman)
Jose Gargett



Chris Bere


Sue Hatton



Kristian Berggreen

Phil Mead



Alan Berry


Frank Rylance

 

Leslie Campbell

Patrick Shanahan 

(for items 4- 22)



David Cumberland

Derek Swaine



Judith Foot


Noel Thomas

Clerk: Linda Baker


Also present were County Councillor Colin Wilsdon, Trevor Leggo (SALC),  PCSO Helen Ayre, and one member of the public.

09/16 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. An apology for absence was received from Mavis Flowers, who was unwell. District Councillor Gordon Marples also sent apologies.

09/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. Chris Bere declared an interest in item 22 as a sponsor of the Adastra Bowling Club, Bill Hatton declared an interest in item 11 as he acted as a driver for 4Sight, Kristian Berggreen declared an interest in item 11 as he was involved with the Beacon Centre, and Alan Berry declared an interest in item 16 as a member of the Mens Club.  

The meeting was adjourned for public participation, but no member of the public wished to speak.

09/18 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 13 JANUARY 2009. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

09/19 REPORTS.

a) Police Report. PCSO Helen Ayre reported that PCSO Emma Collett was on sick leave, so she was covering Hassocks. The council sent Emma their good wishes for a speedy recovery. Helen Ayre reported on a number of incidents in the village, a fatality at Hassocks Station on 12 January, thefts of diesel, and several vehicles had been “keyed” on PDH forecourt.

b) District Councillor’s Report. District Councillor Sue Hatton reported on:

· Flooding in Lodge Lane. MSDC were writing to riparian owners reminding them of their responsibility to keep waterways clear

· Damian Way, problems with pitch fibre drains, which are not adopted. MSDC would be reminding residents of the need to keep their drains in good repair to avoid flooding.

· Waste collections. These had been disrupted by the bad weather on 2 January 2009, but an additional collection had been made on 7 January 2009. Extra green waste would be collected in black bags 

· Downs View Road. WSCC would be repairing the pothole in the road.

· Budget. Cabinet were looking to reduce the proposed increase in Council Tax for 2009/10

· MSDC were providing an advice desk at the County Court to assist people faced with possible repossession.

c) County Councillor’s Report. Colin Wilsdon reported on:

· Budget negotiations to reduce the council tax increase

· County Local Committee meeting on at 7.00 pm on 18 February 2009 at Hurstpierpoint Village Hall. The main items would be cycling and green initiatives.

· WSCC were investigating the possibility of a pedestrian light operated crossing at Stonepound

· Woodsland Road, Little Copse Road, flooding, WSCC were investigating

· Social worker recruitment.

d) Policy, Resources and Communications Committee Meeting 7 January 2009. The minutes were accepted by the council.

e) Grounds Committee Meeting, 21 January 2009. The minutes were noted by the council.

f) Planning Committee Meeting, 26 January 2009. The minutes were accepted by the council.

09/20 CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS.

a) Meeting with Optimum Consulting, 22 January 2009. This would be dealt with under item 13 on the agenda.

b) Hassocks Community Partnership, Tourism Group. The Chairman and Vice Chairman had met representatives of the Group earlier in the day to discuss how HPC could be involved in the initiatives the Group were developing. These would be progresses through the HPC Business Plan.

c) Rating Appeal. The Chairman had submitted an appeal regarding the level of Business Rate charged for the Parish Centre.

09/21 CLERK’S REPORT. There were no items to report.

09/22 FINANCIAL REPORT. The Financial Report and list of cheques presented was authorised and signed by the Chairman.

09/23 BUSINESS PLAN 2009-2014. A draft of the plan was considered, and Trevor Leggo of SALC joined the meeting to endorse the approach HPC was taking in the preparation of a Business Plan.

The council approved the draft, subject to the comments made at the meeting. It was noted that the Plan would be revised, incorporating the amendments, and that the Action Plans would be submitted to the council's sub-committees for approval. Once the Action Plans had been agreed, the Business Plan would be discussed with stakeholders.

It was agreed that it was not necessary to distribute the final document to all households, but that copies should be made available through the Library, schools, local businesses etc, and on the council website. The council would consider sponsorship towards the printing costs.    

09/24 GRANTS 2008/9. RESOLVED that the following grants would be made:

Hassocks Community Partnership £100

4 Sight £200

Victim Support £100

The annual subscription to FWAG, and a contribution to the Royal British Legion for Remembrance Day wreaths would also be paid.

A grant to the Beacon Centre of £1,000 towards the refitting of the kitchen was agreed, subject to the Beacon Centre raising the remaining funding to enable the project to go ahead.     

09/25 WSCC INFRASTRUCTURE WORKS PROGRAMME 2009/10. The works programme was noted. It was agreed that a response should be sent asking for details of the proposals for Woodsland Road drainage improvements, asking what progress had been made with improvements to drainage under the Railway Bridge in Keymer Road, and expressing disappointment that Hassocks had very few schemes allocated for expenditure in the programme.

09/26 IMPROVEMENTS TO HASSOCKS STATION. A meeting had been held with Optimum Consulting and members of the Hassocks Rail Group on 22 January 2009, and notes of the meeting had been circulated. Copies of a presentation by First Capital Connect to the Hassocks Rail Group on 29 January 2009 were available in the Parish Office. 

09/27 PARISH WALK. It was noted that Leslie Campbell would be leading a Parish Walk on 3 May 2009, visiting Oldland Mill. Bill Hatton and Kristian Berggreen agreed to assist, and it was hoped that as many councillors as possible would attend.

09/28 MSALC CONFERENCE, 2 APRIL 2009. It was agreed that Bill Hatton, Phil Mead and Patrick Shanahan would attend on behalf of HPC. Noel Thomas and Sue Hatton would also be attending.

09/28 MENS CLUB LEASE. An offer on the council’s legal costs had been received from Castles. Details of the offer, and of the proposed treatment of the cost of the District Valuation, would be put to the next meeting for consideration.

09/29 DISABLED ACCESS TO THE COUNCIL CHAMBER. The council considered a report on the comments from the Mid Sussex Access Group, and two quotations for a chair lift. RESOLVED that the quotation from Companion Stairlifts, for the sum of £5,100 for a chair lift be accepted, subject to confirmation that the quotation included all electrical works. 

09/30 WEST SUSSEX NHS STRATEGIC COMMISSIONING PLAN. Patrick Shanahan would give the Clerk a report for distribution. Patrick Shanahan reported on LINks, and hoped that councillors would support his nomination as a committee member.(see attached)

09/31 WSCC PARISH INITIATIVE FUNDING: OFFICE COMPUTER EQUIPMENT. Patrick Shanahan would report to the next meeting on the possibility of funding to replace the Parish Office computers.

09/32 CORRESPONDENCE. None.

09/33 RESOLVED THAT IN VIEW OF THE SPECIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS ABOUT TO BE TRANSACTED THAT IT IS ADVISABLE IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST THAT THESE ITEMS BE TREATED AS CONFIDENTIAL AND THE PUBLIC BE INVITED TO WITHDRAW. The public present left the meeting.

09/34 GROUNDS MEETING, 21 JANUARY 2009. The resolution regarding the Adastra Bowling Club was approved, and a response would be sent to the Bowling Club.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.10pm.

Chairman.......................................

Date...............................................
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