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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 10 March at 

7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Bill Hatton (Chairman)
Mavis Flowers



Chris Bere


Sue Hatton



Kristian Berggreen

Phil Mead


Frank Rylance 

Leslie Campbell

                                 Patrick Shanahan 

Derek Swaine



Judith Foot


Noel Thomas

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were County Councillor Colin Wilsdon, PCSO Helen Ayre, and three members of the public.

09/35 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Apologies for absence were received from Jose Gargett, Alan Berry, who had a work commitment, and David Cumberland, who was unwell. District Councillor Gordon Marples also sent his apologies.

09/36 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. Chris Bere declared an interest in item 13.  

The meeting was adjourned for public participation. A note of the questions raised by the public is attached as Attachment 1.
09/37 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10 FEBRUARY 2009. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record, with the following correction:

page 565, first line, delete “Damian Way”, and insert “Ockenden Way” . 

09/38 REPORTS.

a) Police Report. PCSO Helen Ayre reported on recent incidents in the village, including the theft of a motor vehicle, a burglary, and an assault in Keymer Road, damage to motor vehicles and forged £20 notes being used. 
b) District Councillor’s Report. District Councillor Sue Hatton reported on:

· Greenwich Leisure and Freedom Leisure being appointed to run the three Olympus Sports Centres, Clair Hall and the Martletts Hall

· The MSDC budget for 2009/10 has been agreed with a 3.5% increase, no cuts in services, and no staff redundancies

· Increases to car parking charges

· New advice page on the MSDC website, “Surviving the Recession”. 

c) County Councillor’s Report. Colin Wilsdon reported on:

· Hassocks Infants School has been oversubscribed, and WSCC have agreed to add another classroom, giving 15 extra places

· Demand for school places in Hassocks was increasing, out of line with WSCC forecasts. It was suggested that WSCC needs to examine the reasons for the increased demand, and it was agreed that HPC would write to WSCC asking that the research be carried out.

· Beacon Centre. The Children’s Country Holidays Fund, who are the freehold owners of the Beacon Centre site, are enforcing a covenant on the use of the Beacon Centre for youth generally, which has meant that WSCC have had to end lettings and hirings not related to youth. It was agreed that HPC would write to WSCC asking for a briefing on the situation, as this would affect community groups in the village who used the facility.     

d) Planning Committee Meeting, 16 February 2009. The minutes were accepted by the council.

e) Environment Committee Meeting, 17 February 2009. The minutes were accepted by the council. It was noted that Light Up Hassocks would not be arranging Christmas lights in the village in future. It was agreed that the Hassocks Traders, the Hassocks Amenity Association and the Hassocks Community Partnership should be invited to meet HPC to discuss Christmas lights. It was noted that the HCP Tourist Group had been invited to attend the next meeting of the Environment Committee to discuss their initiatives.
f) Policy, Resources and Communications Meeting, 3 March 2009. The minutes were accepted by the council. The improvements to the website had been completed, and members were asked to contact David Cumberland if they had any comments on the website.
09/39 CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS.

a) MSDC Core Strategy. The Chairman and Kristian Berggreen had met representatives of Burgess Hill Town Council to discuss the development of Burgess Hill as part of the MSDC Core Strategy. BHTC were considering 7,000 additional dwellings, with 4,000 of these in the northern arc. A meeting had also been held with Hurstpierpoint Parish Council to discuss the possible impact of this level of development on the surrounding villages.     

b) WSCC Lunch. The Chairman reported that he had attended a lunch hosted by WSCC for town and parish council chairmen.
09/40 CLERK’S REPORT. 

a) Staffing. The Clerk reported that the Parish Office would be short staffed for the next six weeks or so as one of the assistants was on sick leave.

b) Chair Lift. The chair lift to the council chamber had been installed and was now working. 

09/41 FINANCIAL REPORT. The Financial Report and list of cheques presented for February 2009 was authorised and signed by the Chairman.

09/42 PARISH WALK. The Parish Walk would take place on 5 April 2009, commencing at 10.00 am at Hassocks Station. Leslie Campbell would lead the walk, with Bill Hatton and Kristian Berggreen assisting. Councillors were urged to participate in the walk.

09/43 MENS CLUB LEASE. The draft lease, and details of the financial settlement proposed by castles had been circulated. 

RESOLVED that:

a) the offer from Castles on behalf of the Mens Club of £6,000 towards the Parish Council’s legal costs, and the payment of the District Valuer’s fee of £860, is accepted

b) the lease is agreed, dated from 1 May 2007, and that Bill Hatton and David Cumberland are authorised to sign it on behalf of the council, and

c) Hedleys fees of £525 for the preparation of the lease and £6,500 for other legal work, are approved for payment.

09/44 HASSOCKS COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP: REQUEST FOR A GRANT TOWARDS THE SHOPPERS MAP.  RESOLVED that a grant of £100 be made towards the cost of the Shoppers map, provided the donation is acknowledged in the publication.  

09/45 ADASTRA BOWLING CLUB: REQUEST FOR FERTILISER ETC. The request for fertiliser and grass seed, to the value of £481 was approved, to be paid in the 2009/10 financial year.  

09/46 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2009. RESOLVED that the Annual Parish Meeting would be held in the Parish Centre, on 26 May 2009 at 8.00 pm. There would be no guest speaker.
09/47 WSCC INFRASTRUCTURE WORKS PROGRAMME. The response dated 19 February 2009 from WSCC was noted. It was agreed that a response would be sent expressing disappointment that more schemes were not being undertaken in Hassocks given the poor condition of many of the roads.  

09/48 MOBILE REFUSE COLLECTIONS 2009/10. RESOLVED that the following mobile refuse collections should be funded:

2009

17 May, Dale Avenue

14 June, Belmont Close

23 August, Dale Avenue

4 October, Belmont Close

15 November, Dale Avenue

2010

7 February, Dale Avenue 

09/49 WSCC PARISH INITIATIVE FUNDING: GRANT FOR OFFICE COMPUTER EQUIPMENT. Patrick Shanahan reported that the CLC grants did not cover IT equipment. It was agreed that the Clerk would put proposals for new office computer equipment to the council for approval, to be funded from the office equipment budget.

09/50 WEST SUSSEX NHS STRATEGIC COMMISSIONING PLAN. Patrick Shanahan would circulate a copy of the overview report.

09/51 CORRESPONDENCE. None. 
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00 pm.

Chairman.......................................        Date....................................
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