HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 11 May 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Kristian Berggreen (Chairman)
Judith Foot



Leslie Campbell


Noel Thomas



Mavis Flowers


Frank Rylance


           Bill Hatton

In attendance: Sue Hatton

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were District Councillor Gordon Marples, Nick Rogers and David Saunders, MSDC Planning, and seven members of the public.

1. Apologies for Absence. An apology for absence was received from Phil Mead. 

2. Declarations of Interest. Noel Thomas declared an interest in application HA/09/00952/FUL, Weald Lawn Tennis and Squash Rackets Club, as a social member of the Club.
The meeting was adjourned for public participation. Andrew Pridell, representing the Weald Lawn Tennis and Squash Rackets Club, spoke in support of application HA/09/00952/FUL 

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 20 April 2009. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. Adastra Place. District Councillor Gordon Marples, Nick Rogers, Principal Planning Officer, MSDC, and David Saunders, Tree Officer, MSDC, joined the meeting. Members expressed their disappointment at the appearance of the site, the landscaping and treatment of the bank of the Herring Stream, and were concerned that the planking erected against the gabion baskets would not be long lasting. Nick Rogers confirmed that all the planning conditions on the site had been complied with, although MSDC had served an enforcement notice on the developers with regard to the landscaping. The Environment Agency was satisfied with the treatment of the bank, and it was thought that the landscaping would mature and screen the site satisfactorily. The committee thanked the MSDC representatives for attending, and asked to be kept informed of actions taken on developments of this type so that they could represent the interests of the village.   
5. Applications.

HA/08/03374/FUL 76 Grand Avenue, Hassocks.

Amendment to application 07/01831/FUL change flat roof to pitched roof.  

Response: recommend approval.

HA/09/00393/REM Mackie Avenue, Phase 2.

Reserved matters of outline application HA/04/02311/OUT, amended plans.

Response: recommend approval, but request that a condition be applied that two of the ten units be affordable to achieve a spread of affordable housing throughout the site.

HA/09/00808/FUL Scout Headquarters, Parklands Road, Hassocks.

Replacement of existing roof.

Response: recommend approval.

HA/09/00854/LBC Oldland, Oldlands Lane, Hassocks.

Omission of new second staircase, apps 08/03781/FUL & 08/03782/LBC, two new windows and internal changes.

Response: recommend approval.

HA/09/00952/FUL Weald Lawn Tennis & Squash Rackets Club, South Bank Hassocks.

3 bungalows & 6 houses with garages, parking & access roads.

Response: recommend refusal. 

The concerns expressed with regard to application HA/08/02371/FUL remained.

HA/09/01076/LDC 51 Woodsland Road, Hassocks.

Flat roof single storey rear extension.

The LDC was noted.

HA/09/01110/LDC 6 Kings Drive, Hassocks.

Erection of flat roof rear dormer & alteration of existing roof.

The LDC was noted.

HA/09/01009/FUL Elton, South Bank, Hassocks.

First floor rear extension.

The plans had not been received from MSDC. It was agreed to delegate Kristian Berggreen and Frank Rylance to comment on behalf of HPC.

6. Results.

The following APPROVALS were noted:

HA/09/00558/FUL Station Goods Yard, Keymer Road, Hassocks

HA/09/00595/FUL 101 Grand Avenue, Hassocks.

The following application had gone to appeal HA/08/01316/CON & HA/08/00890/FUL, 21 The Crescent, Hassocks.

7. Draft MSDC Infrastructure Investment Position Paper “Rebuilding Mid Sussex”.  The committee commented on a number of errors in the draft, and had concerns about the lack of specific measures to deal with current infrastructure deficiencies, which would be exacerbated by the new housing targets for Mid Sussex which could increase the population by 40,000.  
· There was no reference to Parish Councils.

· No new roads were planned 

· There were no proposals for upgrades to the rail network, which was operating at capacity

· Parking. There were no measures to tackle the problem of increasing demand for parking, and no reference to parking provision in the redevelopment of the three towns.

· Sewage Treatment. There was no mention of Scaynes Hill, which serves Haywards Heath and Lindfield, and no measures to deal with present under- capacity

· Education. There was no reference to the three public schools in the area, or St Paul’s School.

· Health. There were some inaccuracies in identifying responsibility for health care in the District. There is only passing and inadequate reference to the Princess Royal Hospital and no proper reference to the Brighton and Sussex Universities Hospitals Acute Trust, which serves the bulk of the population of Mid Sussex. The Queen Victoria Hospital in East Grinstead does not have an A&E unit.  

· Green Infrastructure p.88. This section was confusing.

· Behavioural change. While this was a laudable aim, past experience suggested that relying on behavioural change was not a solution to problems of infrastructure deficiencies

· Youth. There was insufficient detail on youth matters 

· There are at least two erroneous references to Mole Valley 

It was agreed to recommend that a response is sent to MSDC welcoming the preparation of a position paper on infrastructure, but pointing out some the omissions and inaccuracies, and asking for a clearer strategy to tackle the current infrastructure deficiencies, together with robust plans to deliver the additional infrastructure required to support the additional housing numbers in the South East Plan. 

8. Draft MSDC Housing Strategy for Mid Sussex 2009-2014. It was agreed to support the Strategy, which was well thought out. 

9. Draft HPC Action Plan.  The committee agreed the actions in the draft, with the exception of para 7, bus services, which was for the Environment Committee to consider. It was agreed that the committee would look at an Annual Operating Statement at the next meeting, which had been drafted by Judith Foot. 

10. Mackie Avenue Development: Phase2. There was nothing further to report.
11. Station Goods Yard. The letter dated 28 April 2009 from MSDC was noted. It was agreed that a letter would be sent to Tom Clark, Solicitor for MSDC, asking him to advise the council of the legal position regarding the preparation of a development brief.  
12. Granary adjacent to Oldlands Mill. There was nothing further to report.
13. Date of Next Meeting: 1 June 2009 at 7.30 pm.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.05 pm.

Chairman.....................................

Date...........................................   

