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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 11 May 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, 

Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Bill Hatton (Chairman)
David Cumberland



Chris Bere


Noel Thomas


Leslie Campbell                  Sue Hatton 
 


                      Jose Gargett                      Derek Swaine 


Judith Foot


Mavis Flowers

                      Kristian Berggreen 





Patrick Shanahan (for items 6-25)




Clerk: Linda Baker


Also present were one member of the public and County Councillor Colin Wilsdon

10/57 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Apologies for absence were received from Alan Berry, Phil Mead, and Frank Rylance. An apology was also received from PCSO Emma Collett.
10/58 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN. Bill Hatton was elected as Chairman for 20010/11.

10/59 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN. David Cumberland was elected as Vice-Chairman for 2010/11.

The meeting was adjourned for public participation. There were no questions from the public.
10/60 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. None. 

10/61 ELECTION OF COMMITTEES. RESOLVED that the membership of committees would be as follows: 

a) Environment. Derek Swaine, Leslie Campbell, Jose Gargett, Phil Mead, Sue Hatton, Noel Thomas, Alan Berry.
b) Grounds Mavis Flowers, David Cumberland, Chris Bere, Jose Gargett, Derek Swaine, Frank Rylance, Noel Thomas, Alan Berry. Co-opted member, Robert Yates.

c) Community Pavilion Redevelopment Sub Committee (reporting to the Grounds Committee) Bill Hatton, David Cumberland, Patrick Shanahan, Howard Collins.

d) Planning Leslie Campbell, Mavis Flowers, Kristian Berggreen, Frank Rylance, Judith Foot, Noel Thomas, Phil Mead.

e) Policy, Resources and Communications. Chris Bere, Judith Foot, Kristian Berggreen, Phil Mead, Patrick Shanahan, Jose Gargett, Frank Rylance.
The Chairman and Vice-Chairman are ex-officio members of all council sub-committees.

10/62 APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES. RESOLVED that representation should be as follows:

a) Adastra Hall Management Committee. Mavis Flowers
b) Age Concern Executive Committee Jose Gargett
c) Beacon Centre Management Committee Kristian Berggreen, Judith Foot

d) Ditchling Local Area Transport Group Frank Rylance.
e) Hassocks Amenity Association Rail Group: Services & Station Rebuild Leslie Campbell, Chris Bere
f) Hassocks Community Partnership Kristian Berggreen, Judith Foot. 

g) Hassocks Community Partnership Tourist Group Phil Mead, Kristian Berggreen
h) Hassocks Twinning Association Mavis Flowers
i) Hurst and Hassocks Community Bus Mavis Flowers

j) Police Neighbourhood Panel Chris Bere
k) Mid Sussex Council for Voluntary Service Sue Hatton
l) Mid Sussex District Association of Parish Councils Noel Thomas, Patrick Shanahan
m) MSDC Green Circle Steering Group Bill Hatton, Leslie Campbell
n) Oldland Mill Trust David Cumberland
o) WSCC South Mid Sussex County Local Committee Bill Hatton, Noel Thomas

10/63 INTERNAL AUDITOR. RESOLVED that Mr Shrubsole be appointed as internal auditor for 2010/11. A letter of thanks would be sent for his work during the year.

10/64 TREE WARDENS. RESOLVED that David Brown and Kathleen Purvis be appointed as Tree Wardens for 2010/11. A letter of thanks would be sent for their work during the year. 

10/65 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 13 April 2010. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

10/66 CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS. 

a) Mid Sussex CLC, 27 April 2010. HPC’s grant application for tree planting had been turned down. The question of introducing parking restrictions on the east side of the entrance to the Adastra Park had been raised and HPC had been advised to write to WSCC Highways.
b) Downlands. A meeting had been held earlier in the day with the Headteacher and Chair of Governors. A note of the meeting would be circulated. The school was keen to find ways of students engaging with the community and the Policy, Resources and Communications Committee would be asked to look at this issue. A reception was being held on 24 May 2010 for representatives of Chennai. Bill Hatton Sue Hatton and Judith Foot would attend. If other councillors wished to attend they were asked to notify the Clerk.      
10/67 CLERK’S REPORT.

a) Annual Parish Meeting. Councillors were reminded this would be held on Tuesday 18 May 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre. Committee Chairmen who had not get submitted their reports were asked to forward them to the Clerk. 
10/68 REPORTS. 
a) Police Report.PC Keith Convery had submitted a report on
· Issues with anti-social behaviour at Clayton Mills. Any intelligence should be reported to PCSO Emma Collett or through Crimestoppers
· Crime was down by 34.9% over the Mid Sussex Area compared with the same three months of 2009.

· PC Convery was visiting Hassocks on a regular basis.
b) District Councilor’s Report. Sue Hatton reported that the Chief Executive of MSDC had resigned, and it was not yet known what arrangements were being made to replace him.  

c) County Councillor’s Report. Colin Wilsdon reported on:

· the CLC meeting on 27 April 2010

·  A meeting of the WSCC Childrens and Young People Select Committee, which was looking at the future of youth services.
Councillors raised the question of commuter parking around the station in Hassocks. It was unlikely in the current financial climate that WSCC would look at this issue in the near future, but it was suggested that HPC should discuss the issues, and possible solutions ahead of any WSCC study. It was agreed that the Environment Committee would be asked to look at the issues, in consultation with the District and County councillors.  

d) Planning Committee Meeting 19 April 2010. The minutes were accepted by the council.

e) Environment Committee Meeting, 4 May 2010. The minutes were accepted by the council. An email dated 11 May 2010 had been received from MSDC regarding street nameplates for the second phase of Clayton Mills. RESOLVED that the nameplates should be black lettering on a white background.  
10/69 FINANCIAL REPORT. The Financial Report and list of cheques presented for April 2010 was authorised and signed by the Chairman.

10/70 PAYMENT TO CORNER STUDIO FOR A TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEY.RESOLVED that the invoice dated 23 April 2010 was approved for payment.   
10/71. LAA REWARD GRANT. It was noted that HPC had been awarded a grant of £925.  .

10/72 PARISH CENTRE HEATING. Following discussion at the 9 March 2010 HPC meeting (minute 10/35 refers) details of running costs for a air source heat pump had been obtained, showing there was little difference in the running costs with a gas boiler, and an alternative quotation for an air source heat pump had also been obtained. It was agreed that Bill Hatton and Noel Thomas would research the government grants which might be available to offset the costs of an air source heat pump. The Clerk pointed out that the Parish Centre heating system had not been working since December 2009, and that an electric heater was being used to heat the Parish Office, which was inefficient and costly, so a decision on a new heating system was required urgently. It was agreed that proposals would be put to the June 2010 HPC meeting and a decision would be made at that meeting.  

10/73 MSDC ECONOMIC ACTION PLAN. The Action Plan was noted, and it was agreed that a letter supporting the Plan would be sent to MSDC. 
10/74 MSDC GARDEN PARTY. RESOLVED that Steve Ecroyd would be nominated to attend for his work over the past 12 years with the junior football club in Hassocks. .

10/75 REPRESENTATION AT THE HASSOCKS VILLAGE MARKET. RESOLVED that councillors would have a stand at the Hassocks Village Market in the autumn, initially for one month. Bill Hatton would make the arrangements.  
10/76 CLAYTON MILLS DEVELOPMENT: NOISE NUISANCE. Councillor Derek Swaine reported that he and councillor Phil Mead had been trying to get some action taken on the noise nuisance caused by the street sweeper at the Clayton Mills development, without success. RESOLVED that HPC would write to John Fitzgerald, Managing Director of Barratt Southern Counties, requesting a meeting to discuss this issue.
10/77 HASSOCKS COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP TOURIST GROUP USE OF S106 FUNDING FOR CYCLE SIGNS. A memorandum from County Councillor Colin Wilsdon was considered, and the council approved the use of S106 funds for cycle route signage in the village.

10/78 CORRESPONDENCE. There was no correspondence for noting. 

10/79 RESOLVED THAT IN VIEW OF THE NATURE OF THE BUSINESS ABOUT TO BE TRANSACTED UNDER ITEM 25 ON THE AGENDA, IT IS IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST THAT THIS ITEM BE TREATED AS CONFIDENTIAL AND THE PUBLIC BE INVITED TO WITHDRAW. The public left the meeting.

10/80 RESPONSE FROM MSDC PROPERTY OFFICER. Confidential minute attached. 

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10  pm.

Chairman.......................................        

Date....................................
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