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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 12 January 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Bill Hatton (Chairman)

David Cumberland


Chris Bere



Frank Rylance



Kristian Berggreen


Derek Swaine



Leslie Campbell


Noel Thomas

Also present were PC Granham Thurley, County Councillor Colin Wilsdon and two members of the public.

10/1 Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from Alan Berry and Judith Foot, who were away, Sue Hatton, who had a meeting at MSDC, Mavis Flowers and Jose Gargett, who were unwell, Phil Mead who had a family commitment, and Patrick Shanahan. District Councillor Gordon Marples also sent his apologies as he had a meeting at MSDC, and PCSO Emma Collett sent apologies as she was on leave.
10/2 Declarations of Interest. None.
The meeting was adjourned for public participation. A note of the questions and answers is attached at Appendix 1.

10/3 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8 December 2009

The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

10/4 Reports.

a) Police Report. PC Graham Thurley reported on:
· Neighbourhood Panel. This would be focussing on parking and anti-social driving issues.
· Recent incidents in the village, including shop lifting and vandalism of cars in the Ockley Lane/Crescent area. Police patrols had been increased on Friday and Saturday evenings in this area.
· Response Teams being based in Haywards Heath. The Neighbourhood Policing Team would still be based at Burgess Hill, and the station would be open to the public. It was agreed that Trevor Leggo of SALC would be asked to raise HPC’s concerns about the changes, and ask for an assurance that this would not affect the policing of the villages, at his next meeting with the Chief Constable of Sussex Police. 
b) District Councillor’s Report. A report was received from Gordon Marples on:
· Budget and Council Tax, the 2010/11 increase was likely to be 2.5%. 
· 28 Church Mead, the planning application had been withdrawn

· Thornfield Properties parent company had been put into administration. MSDC had arranged a meeting with the Administrator to discuss the implications for MSDC and the redevelopment of the three towns. 

· Severe Weather. A meeting had been held on 8 January 2010 at MSDC with WSCC, the emergency services and town and parish councils to discuss the response to the severe weather, and the lessons which could be learnt.
· Bin Collections. SERCO and MSDC were doing all they could to manage the problems caused by the bad weather, and various methods were being used to keep residents informed.

The council expressed its thanks to Gordon Marples for providing a very comprehensive report.

c) County Councillor’s Report. Colin Wilsdon reported on:

· The Emergency Planning meeting on 8 January 2010.
· Budget. The WSCC council tax increase was likely to be 2.5%, and WSCC were looking for savings of £22m.
· A working party had been set up to look at the County Local Committees and would report in July 2010.

·  WSCC were considering a proposal to take back rights of way maintenance when the South Downs National Park came into operation.

· London Road. Members were concerned about the state of the road surface, and Colin Wilsdon agreed to take this up with WSCC Highways.

· Parking. Members were concerned about commuter parking in the residential areas around Hassocks Station, and Colin Wilsdon confirmed that this issue would be looked at. 

d) Planning Committee Meetings, 9 December 2009 and 5 January 2010.  The minutes were accepted by the council.
e) Policy, Resources and Communications Meeting, 10 December 2009. The minutes were accepted by the council.
f) Adastra Park Community Centre Sub Committee Meeting, 6 January 2010. The meeting had been cancelled due to the adverse weather.
g) Rail Matters. The next meeting of the Rail Group would be held on 15 January 2010. HPC had not received a copy of the minutes of the previous meeting, and Chris Bere would follow this up.
h) Report from Councillors on Meetings of Outside Bodies. None. 

10/5 Chairman’s Remarks. 

a) Jack Mill. The Chairman expressed concern about the condition of Jack Mill, as one sweep had fallen off. It was agreed that MSDC would be asked to contact the owners regarding the state of the building, which was a local landmark.
b) Hassocks Library. A letter had been received from the Cabinet Member for Communications at WSCC regarding proposed changes to the Library Service, which included a proposal to reduce the opening hours of Hassocks Library from 29 to 24 hours a week. The Chairman had responded expressing concern about the proposals, and the lack of consultation. It was agreed that councillors would send their comments on the proposals for Library Services to the Clerk, and that these would be combined in a letter to be sent to WSCC, which would be circulated in draft to councillors for approval.
10/6 Clerk’s Report. There were no items to report.

10/7 Financial report. The Financial report for December 2009 and list of cheques presented was approved, and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

10/8 Response of WSCC and MSDC to the Severe Weather. The Clerk had attended a meeting of the MSDC Emergency Planning Group on 8 January 2010. Representatives of WSCC, the emergency services and town and parish councils had attended, and the meeting had been called to discuss the response to the severe weather, and the lessons which could be learnt. A report from the meeting and other reports on the effects of the snow on council services would be incorporated into a report which would be considered by the MSDC Better Services Group. WSCC and MSDC were doing all they could to keep services running and assist the emergency services, and MSDC Leisure Services staff, and SERCO staff were being used for snow clearance were they could not carry out their normal duties. WSCC had hoped to provide hippo bags of salt to local communities, but the government had put Salt Cell into operation, and were now controlling salt distribution centrally.
RESOLVED that the Environment Committee would consider the question of responding to severe weather events, and review the MSDC report to the Better Services Committee, to see if any action could be taken by the Parish Council.

10/9 Road Salt Container for Clayton. Noel Thomas reported that WSCC had provided a hippo bag of salt to Clayton Village so that vehicles could access the hill by the pumping station in the village. Residents had asked if the Parish Council would provide a salt bin, which could be kept topped up. It was agreed that this request would be considered as part of the council’s consideration of emergency planning (see 10/8 above).

10/10 Nominees for the South Downs National Park Authority. RESOLVED  that the Parish Council vote for Rodney Jackson as a parish member of the South Downs National Park Authority.

10/11 WSCC Infrastructure Works Programme for 2009/10 and Forward Programme. The letter dated 9 January 2010 from WSCC and attached  programme were considered. RESOLVED to support the works detailed for Hassocks, and to request that resurfacing of Downs View Road, and the provision of a footpath in Lodge Lane be included in the forward programme.

10/12 WSCC Report on Future School Rolls in Hassocks. The council had asked WSCC to examine the question of school rolls in Hassocks, as the local schools were over-subscribed. The report from WSCC dated November 2009 was considered. Concern was expressed that in future, children resident in Hassocks might not be able to complete their education at schools in the village, and that there were no clear proposals to deal with higher than predicted demand for local school places. Colin Wilsdon reported that WSCC had agreed to him carrying out a survey of new entrants to Hassocks Infants School, to try to identify the reasons for the increase in demand. The report from WSCC was noted, and it was agreed that HPC would review this issue in July 2010. A letter would be sent to WSCC thanking them for carrying out the investigation. 

10/13 WSCC Local Transport Plan. The letter dated 31 December 2009 and consultation document from WSCC were considered. RESOLVED that Derek Swaine would circulate a suggested response to the consultation to councillors for their comment, and that the Chairman would agree the final response on behalf of the council.            
10/14 Correspondence. The letter dated 2 December 209 from WSCC on the Minerals and Waste Development Framework was noted.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at

 9.40 pm.

Chairman...............................................

Date......................................................
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