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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 12 May 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, 

Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Bill Hatton (Chairman)
David Cumberland



Chris Bere


Noel Thomas

Alan Berry    


Phil Mead


Frank Rylance 

Leslie Campbell

                                 Sue Hatton 
 

Jose Gargett



Judith Foot


Mavis Flowers

                      Kristian Berggreen 

Derek Swaine



Patrick Shanahan (for items 5-22)




Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were County Councillor Colin Wilsdon, PCSO Helen Ayre and 4 members of the public. Joanna Saady and Jake White of Ecotecture joined the meeting for item 18.


09/67 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. District Councillor Gordon Marples sent his apologies.

09/68 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN. Bill Hatton was elected as Chairman for 2009/2010.

09/69 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN. David Cumberland was elected as Vice-Chairman for 2009/10.

The meeting was adjourned for public participation. A note of the questions raised by the public is attached as Attachment 1.
09/70 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. None. 

09/71 ELECTION OF COMMITTEES. RESOLVED that the membership of committees would be as follows: 

a) Environment. Derek Swaine, Leslie Campbell, Jose Gargett, Phil Mead, Sue Hatton, Noel Thomas, Alan Berry.
b) Grounds Mavis Flowers, David Cumberland, Chris Bere, Jose Gargett, Derek Swaine, Frank Rylance, Noel Thomas, Alan Berry. Co-opted member, Robert Yates.

c) Sports Pavilion Redevelopment Sub Committee (reporting to the Grounds Committee) Bill Hatton, David Cumberland, Patrick Shanahan, Howard Collins.

d) Planning Leslie Campbell, Mavis Flowers, Kristian Berggreen, Frank Rylance, Judith Foot, Noel Thomas, Phil Mead.

e) Policy, Resources and Communications. Mavis Flowers, Judith Foot, Kristian Berggreen, Phil Mead, Patrick Shanahan, Jose Gargett, Frank Rylance.
The Chairman and Vice-Chairman are ex-officio members of all council sub-committees.

09/72 APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES. RESOLVED that representation should be as follows:

a) Adastra Hall Management Committee. Mavis Flowers
b) Age Concern Executive Committee Jose Gargett
c) Beacon Centre Management Committee Kristian Berggreen, Judith Foot

d) Ditchling Local Area Transport Group Frank Rylance.
e) Hassocks Amenity Association Rail Group: Services & Station Rebuild Leslie Campbell, Chris Bere
f) Hassocks Community Partnership Kristian Berggreen, Judith Foot. 

g) Hassocks Community Partnership Tourist Group Phil Mead, Sue Hatton

h) Hassocks Twinning Association Mavis Flowers
i) Hurst and Hassocks Community Bus Mavis Flowers

j) Police Neighbourhood Panel Patrick Shanahan
k) Mid Sussex Council for Voluntary Service Sue Hatton
l) Mid Sussex District Association of Parish Councils Noel Thomas, Patrick Shanahan
m) MSDC Green Crescent Steering Group Bill Hatton, Leslie Campbell
n) Oldland Mill Trust David Cumberland
o) WSCC South Mid Sussex County Local Committee Bill Hatton, Noel Thomas

09/73 REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES. RESOLVED that a standing item should be included on the agenda for future meetings for councillors to report on meetings of outside bodies they had attended. 

09/74 INTERNAL AUDITOR. RESOLVED that Mr Shrubsole be appointed as internal auditor for 2009/10. A letter of thanks would be sent for his work during the year.

09/75 TREE WARDENS. RESOLVED that David Brown and Kathleen Purvis be appointed as tree wardens for 2009/10. A letter of thanks would be sent for their work during the year. 

09/76 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14 April 2009. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

09/77 CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS. 

a) MSDC Civic Dinner, 16 April 2009. Bill and Sue Hatton had attended the Civic Dinner.

b) Core Strategy. Bill Hatton had attended a seminar at MSDC on 20 April 2009 on the Core Strategy, and background papers.

c) Twinning Visit to Montmirail. Bill and Sue Hatton had visited Montmirail for a Twinning function also involving representatives from Wald Michelbach on 30 April – 3 May 2009. The French and German representatives were keen to see members of Hassocks Parish Council taking part, and it was hoped that more councillors could participate in future visits, and be involved in the event taking place in Hassocks in October 2009.  

d) South East Plan. The Plan had now been approved, and the MSDC briefing note on the issues affecting Mid Sussex had been circulated to councillors.

e) Parishes Three Tier Group. Cuckfield, Lindfield, Lindfield Rural and Ansty and Staplefield Parish Councils had got together to comment on proposals for housing development to MSDC. It was agreed that the Planning Committee should consider Hassocks collaborating with Hurstpierpoint Parish Council to establish a joint approach on new development, particularly around Burgess Hill, as this would impact on both villages.   
09/78 CLERK’S REPORT.

a) Staffing. The office assistant on sick leave would be absent for a further six weeks, so the office would remain short staffed for the time being.

b) Pay Settlement 2008/9. NALC had notified councils that a final salary award for 2008/9 had been agreed, following arbitration, for an increase of 2.75% from 1.April 2008. An interim award of 2.40% had been agreed in November 2008, so it was RESOLVED that the full award, backdated to 1 April 2008, would be paid to staff, in accordance with their contracts, in May 2009.
c) Office Computers. New office computers had been purchased, and would be installed shortly.   

09/79 REPORTS.

a) Police Report. PCSO Helen Ayre reported on a number of recent incidents in the village, including several incidences of criminal damage to vehicles. It was reported that a group of youths were congregating at the entrance to Clayton Mills in the evening causing a nuisance, and this would be reported to the PCSO on patrol. Fencing around the material store at the Clayton Mills development had been damaged, and not replaced, and the PCSO would take this up with Barratts as a security issue. 

b) District Councillor’s Report. Sue Hatton reported that the Annual Council meeting at MSDC would take place on 13 May 2009.On the Core Strategy timetable, MSDC members would be asked to approve the Core Strategy in July 2009 before the supporting housing allocations and employment documents were approved, and she would be taking this up with the Planning Department, and would report back to the Parish Council.  

c) County Councillor’s Report. Colin Wilsdon reported on the CLC meeting, which had received a report on speed limits in Hassocks. Further speed reduction methods were being considered for Hurst Road. 

     Colin Wilsdon had been liasing with the County Council representative for Hurstpierpoint on S106 money for highways, and was looking at cycling initiatives between Hurst and Hassocks Station. It was agreed that the Parish Council would wish to comment on the allocation of S106 funding in the village, and Colin Wilsdon agreed to forward a copy of the paper which went to the CLC detailing the funds available so that the matter could be considered by the Environment Committee.        

      A meeting between WSCC and the Childrens Country Holidays Fund had taken place in April 2009, and WSCC had written to the trustees asking which groups using the Beacon Centre were unacceptable, and why, to see if WSCC could make some safety arrangements to allow adult groups to continue to use the centre.

       WSCC and MSDC were continuing to explore ways of allowing mobile traders to park in the village, and a proposal would go to the CLC in July 2009.   

d) Planning Committee Meeting 20 April 2009. The minutes were accepted by the council.

e) Policy, Resources and Communications Committee Meeting, 20 April 2009. The minutes were accepted by the council. 
(i) Business Plan. Two quotations for printing were considered. RESOLVED that the quotation from Roger Booth of £1,700 for 1,500 copies including artwork is accepted. A grant of £500 had been obtained from the CLC, so it was RESOLVED that the cost to the council of £1,200 should be met from contingencies as the printing cost had not been budgeted for.  

(ii) Shopper’s Map. It was not yet known what the advertising revenue would be, so the shortfall on the production cost was not yet known. It was agreed that the council would consider a grant once the final figures were available.  

09/80 FINANCIAL REPORT. The Financial Report and list of cheques presented for April 2009 was authorised and signed by the Chairman.

09/81 MSDC INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT POSITION PAPER. RESOLVED that the comments agreed at the Planning Committee meeting on 11 May 2009, which had been circulated to councillors, should be forwarded to MSDC, copied to the District Councillors.   
09/82. MSDC HOUSING STRATEGY 2009-2014 RESOLVED that a response should be sent to MSDC supporting the document, copied to District Councillors.

09/83 CODE OF CONDUCT. RESOLVED that an independent member of the MSDC Standards Panel should be invited to attend a council meeting to talk about the work of the Standards Committee. 

09/84 SPORTS PAVILION REDEVELOPMENT. Ecotecture gave a presentation on the revised design for the new Sports Pavilion in Adastra Park. A financial update on the project was circulated. Following discussion it was RESOLVED:

a) that the design was approved, subject to the deletion of the proposed urinals in the changing areas.

b) that a planning application should be submitted for the new building.

c) the financial update was noted. It was agreed that the financing of the project would be reconsidered when the costs and grant applications had been finalised, but it was agreed in principle to finance the project from free reserves and a Public Works Loan Board loan. 

It was noted that the Sports Pavilion Sub Committee would be preparing a press release, and that the plans would be displayed in the Parish Centre foyer.

09/85 INSURANCE.  It was noted that the council’s insurance with Norwich Union would be renewed with effect from 1 June 2009, in accordance with the three-year contract agreed by council from 1 June 2008.

09/86 ACCOUNTS 2008/9.

a) Accounts. RESOLVED that the accounts for 2008/9, the Statement of Accounts and the Annual Governance Statement are approved by the council and the Chairman is authorised to sign them.

b) Annual Internal Audit Report. The Annual Report of the Internal Auditor, and the Annual Internal Audit Report to the external auditors were noted. RESOLVED that the Annual Audit Plan is approved.

c) Risk Assessment. RESOLVED that the Risk Assessment dated May 2009 is approved.

09/87 PARISH WALK 3 MAY 2009. Twenty-one people had taken part and the event had been successful. Leslie Campbell expressed his thanks to Sian Phillips for her assistance. 

09/88 CORRESPONDENCE. There was no correspondence for noting. 
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.05  pm.

Chairman.......................................        

Date....................................
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