HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 12 July 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present: 
Kristian Berggreen (Chairman)
Leslie Campbell

                      Noel Thomas
   

Phil Mead
       

       
                      Mavis Flowers

Assistant: Pat Elliott

Also present were 11 members of the public 
1. Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from Bill Hatton, Frank Rylance and Judith Foot.
2. Declarations of Interest. Noel Thomas declared an interest as a social member of the Weald Tennis Club.
The meeting was adjourned for public participation
4 members of the public spoke against HA/10/01938/COND, the removal of the agricultural tie on Southdown Farm, Lodge Lane, Hassocks. They were 

Mr Holland of Park Avenue, Mr Benham of Dale Avenue, Mrs Purvis of Dale Avenue and Mrs Muschamp of Dale Avenue.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 21 June 2010. The minutes were taken as read, agreed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
4. Applications
HA/10/01805/FUL 30 Chancellors Park, Hassocks
Demolition of existing side garage and rear kitchen, with proposed full height extension to side and single storey extension to rear.
Response: recommend approval.
HA/10/01836/FUL 24 Woodsland Road, Hassocks 

Demolition of and replacement with larger rear extension (description amended on 22.6.10)
Response: recommend approval.
HA/10/01739/FUL  8 The Quadrant, Hassocks

Roof extension to form first floor accommodation under hipped pitched roof.

Response: The Parish Council would like clarification on this application before it is able to provide a recommendation. The description of the proposed works are for a first floor extension, but there is no mention of the addition of a lounge on the ground floor. The Parish Council will make their recommendation when this is clarified.
HA/10/01799/FUL  4 Lodge Lane, Hassocks

Demolition of existing extension. Construction of new rear extension.
Response: recommend approval.

HA/10/01891/FUL  Allwoods Nursery, London Road,  Hassocks

Polytunnel.

Response: recommend approval.
HA/10/01938/COND  Sussex Lantern, Southdown Farm, Lodge Lane Hassocks 

Removal of condition no. 2 on permission KY/025/92 to lift the Agricultural tie.
Response: recommend refusal.

The Parish Council objects to this application for the following reasons. 

1 The farmhouse lies in an area of countryside restraint on development and the adjoining field  is within the South Downs National Park which is an area of maximum policy restraint on new development. The agricultural occupancy restriction was imposed upon this dwelling by an Inspector on Appeal because he was satisfied that it was required to meet the needs of Southdown Farm. Although the land at Southdown Farm is not farmed at present this is entirely due to the fact that the applicants have neglected it and allowed the land and buildings to become rundown. There is absolutely no reason why the land could not be used again for agriculture. The farmhouse could therefore be occupied in accordance with this condition.

2 The discharge of this condition would therefore result in the loss of an agricultural dwelling, contrary to Local Plan Policies C1 and H11 and to National Policy for the preservation of the countryside.

3 No information whatsoever has been submitted by the applicants to justify this proposal and the discharge of the condition, and consequent disposal of the house, would also create pressure for the creation of another dwelling for use in connection with the activities of the Lantern Trust should they decide to retain the adjoining land.

4 The discharge of the condition and subsequent disposal of the house would fragment the land use pattern on this side of Lodge Lane and would encourage further development on the land to the north of the farm house and south of Dale Avenue which, the Parish Council is aware, has been purchased by a developer who intends to submit an application for an intensive housing development within the National Park. This is also clearly contrary to Local Plan Policies C1 and C4 and would result in the erosion of the boundary of the National Park and be used to justify similar undesirable proposals elsewhere in the National Park.
MSDC is to be asked to defer consideration of this application until they have the views of the South Downs National Park Planning Committee and the Assistant is to write to the three District Councillors asking them to call in this application for consideration by the Planning Committee.
 HA/10/01946/FUL 81 Mackie Avenue, Hassocks

Enlargement of first floor accommodation, new staircase and replacement garage.
Response: recommend approval.
HA/10/01971/FUL Beacon View, Brighton Road,  Hassocks

Demolition of existing rear sun room and conservatory and construction of a two storey rear extension. Add a pitched roof to the existing dormer to the side elevation and insert X2 new pitched roof dormers on the side elevation. Add new front porch. (description amended on 30.06.10)

Response: recommend approval.
HA/10/02027/LDC 34 Church Mead, Hassocks 

Erection of a single storey rear extension. This is an application to establish whether the development is lawful; this will be a legal decision where the planning merits of the proposed use cannot be taken into account.

The LDC was noted.
HA/10/02069/TCA  4 Lodge Lane, Hassocks

Fell one Silver Birch.
Response: To await David Brown’s comments. Planning committee to be circulated for its approval of these comments before recommendation is sent to MSDC.
5. Results
The following APPROVALS were noted:

HA/09/03144/FUL 36 Mackie Avenue, Hassocks 

HA/10/01165/FUL Westcroft, 9 Stanford Avenue, Hassocks

HA/10/01234/FUL 23 Queens Drive, Hassocks

HA/10/01303/FUL 82 Dale Avenue, Hassocks

HA/10/01397/FUL 59 Stonepound Road, Hassocks

The following application has gone to appeal:

HA/09/03645/FUL 78 Keymer Road, Hassocks
The following appeals have been dismissed:

HA/09/03313/FUL Garden area adjacent to Sandbanks, South Bank, Hassocks

HA/10/00322/FUL 50 Woodsland Road, Hassocks
.     
6. Clayton Mills Development, Mackie Avenue. Before Andrew Freeman-Brown attends the planning committee meeting on 2 August 2010, he is to be sent details of the points to be discussed. The Assistant to liaise with Derek Swaine on this. The Planning Committee have arranged to meet at 10.30am on 29 July 2010 for a site visit.
7. Station Goods Yard. The Assistant to write to Claire Tester at MSDC to request a progress report on the development brief.
8. Weald Lawn Tennis & Squash Rackets Club. Nothing to report.
9. Station Goods Yard Signs. The letters from John Arnold and request for another site meeting were noted. The Assistant is to arrange a mutually convenient date before 30 July 2010 for this meeting.
10. Date of Next Meeting.  2 August  2010 at 7.30pm
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm.
Chairman........................................           

Date..........................................

