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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 13 April 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Council Chamber in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Bill Hatton (Chairman)

Judith Foot


Mavis Flowers


Jose Gargett



Kristian Berggreen


Sue Hatton



Alan Berry



Phil Mead



Leslie Campbell


Frank Rylance



David Cumberland


Noel Thomas

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were County Councillor Colin Wilsdon and eight members of the public.

10/42 Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from Chris Bere, Mavis Flowers, Derek Swaine and Patrick Shanahan. District Councillor Gordon Marples and PCSO Emma Collett also sent their apologies.
10/43 Declarations of Interest. None.
The meeting was adjourned for public participation. A note of the questions and answers is attached at Attachment 1.
10/44 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9 March 2010. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

10/45 Reports.

a) Police Report.  A report was received from PCSO Emma Collett on:
· Issues with anti-social behaviour at the Clayton Mills development
· Hoax calls from telephone boxes in Keymer Road

· It is hoped that 3 PC’s will be trained on using speed guns, and will then be able to carry out speed checks in the village. Special Constables carried out speed checks on London Road, Hassocks on 2 March 2010, and six speeding tickets were issued as a result.  
b) District Councillor’s Report. District Councillor Sue Hatton reported on:
· The review of the Core Strategy, which was now unlikely to be ready before the autumn.

· The MSDC report on the response to the severe weather in December 2009 and January 2010.

· Car Parking consultation exercise 
· Public consultation on mental health services in West Sussex. The MSDC Health Panel were concerned about the possibility of the Clayton ward at the Princess Royal hospital being closed.
c) County Councillor’s Report. County Councillor  Colin Wilsdon reported on:
· WSCC meeting on 26 March 2010 on the severe weather
· Grant awarded to Hassocks Age Concern

· Retirement of two long standing members of the Beacon Centre Management Committee. There was no further information on the Centre, but a letter had been sent to the Chairman of the CCHF. Bill Hatton expressed concern about the future of the Beacon Centre, which was an asset to the village, and the Parish Council hoped that WSCC would resolve the outstanding difficulties with the CCHF.  

· The South Downs Joint Committee was being wound up, and the South Downs National Park authority would be taking over planning issues.
· Fire Break, the fire service initiative for young people 
d) Planning Committee Meetings, 8,9 and 29 March 2010. The minutes were accepted by the council.
e) Grounds Committee Meeting, 17 March 2010. The minutes were accepted by the council. 
(i) Adastra Park Tennis Courts. The complaints from the Adastra Tennis Club about the surface of the tennis courts in Adastra Park, and the request that the courts be colour coated, were considered. The three courts had been resurfaced in April 2008, and the contractors had examined the courts recently, and reported that the surface was in a satisfactory condition. The lines required repainting, but it was agreed that the question of the surface needed to be resolved before the lines were repainted. The council would also consider the question of marking out a netball court once a decision had been taken on the surface. RESOLVED that an independent expert opinion on the surface of the tennis courts would be sought, from MSDC or the LTA. The council would make a decision on the surface following the independent report, and after a meeting with the Adastra Tennis Club.    
f) Environment Committee Meeting, 23 March 2010. The minutes were accepted by the council.
(i) War Memorial, outside St Cosmos & St Damian Church. RESOLVED that the quotation from Bowleys dated 3 March 2010 for painting the front slab of the war memorial should be accepted, the cost to be met from contingencies.   
g) Adastra Park Community Centre Sub Committee Meeting, 31 March 2010. The minutes were accepted by the council.
h) Rail Matters. There was nothing to report. The next Rail Group meeting would be held on 23 April 2010.
i) Report from Councillors on Meetings of Outside Bodies None.
10/46 Chairman’s Remarks.

a) MSALC/MSDC Conference 9 April 2010. The theme had been the economy, voluntary sector, and standards.

b) Well-Being Training. Bill Hatton, Sue Hatton and Patrick Shanahan had attended the training course at Hadlow Down on 30 March 2010.

c) South Downs National Park Briefing. A briefing session for parishes in West Sussex in the South Downs National Park was being held at Arundel Town Hall on 7 May 2010, commencing at 10.00am. Councillors were asked to let the Clerk know if they wished to attend.  
10/47 Clerk’s Report.

a) Insurance. The council had received notification of the insurance renewal for 2010/11 from Aviva, as part of the 3 year contract agreed in 2008. It was noted that while the sums insured had been increased by 3%, index linked, the premium had decreased slightly.
b) Hurst & Hassocks Community Bus Association. The letter dated 8 April 2010 from the Treasurer, thanking HPC for its grant of £4,000, and detailing how the grant had been spent, was noted.
10/48 Financial Report. The Financial report for March 2010 and the list of cheques presented were approved and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.  

10/49 WSCC Amended Capital Works Programme 2010/11. The letter dated 17 March 2010, and the revised programme were noted. It was agreed that WSCC Highways would be asked if the remaining pot holes in the Keymer Road could be attended to as soon as possible.
10/50 WSCC Library Opening Hours. The email dated 11 March 2010 from WSCC was noted.

10/51 WSCC Review of Youth Services. The email dated 11 March 2010 from WSCC was noted. The council commended the work of the Beacon Centre and hoped that it would not be subject to any reduction in funding. 
10/52. Proposal from Councillor Alan Berry for a Parish Council Stand at the Monthly Hassocks Village Market. It was agreed that the cost of having a stand at the Hassocks Village market would be investigated, and that once the cost was known, the councillors would consider manning a stand periodically.
10/53 Resolved that, in view of the nature of the business about to be transacted  under items 13 and 14 on the agenda, it is advisable in the public interest that these items be treated as confidential and the public be invited to withdraw. The members of the public present left the meeting. 
10/54 Allotments. RESOLVED that the Grounds Committee should enter into negotiations with MSDC regarding additional allotment land, and put proposals to council. 
10/55 Adastra Park Community Centre Rebuild. RESOLVED that:
a) The start date for the construction phase for the pavilion rebuild should be deferred until 6 September 2010, at the conclusion of the cricket season,

b) Accell Consulting would be appointed as Project Manager, in accordance with the fee proposal letter dated 6 April 2010, and

c) That the Community Centre Redevelopment Committee would work in consultation with the Project Manager to put recommendations to the council on the appointment of a contractor.   
10/56 Correspondence. None.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50 pm. 

Chairman............................................

Date....................................................
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