HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 13 January 2009 at 

7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present: 
Bill Hatton (Chairman)
Mavis Flowers



Kristian Berggreen

Phil Mead



Alan Berry


Frank Rylance



Leslie Campbell

Patrick Shanahan



David Cumberland

Noel Thomas

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were District Councillor Gordon Marples, PCSO Emma Collett, County Councillor Colin Wilsdon, Howard Collins, Chairman of the Keymer and Hassocks Cricket Club, and 15 members of the public.

09/1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Apologies for absence were received from Chris Bere and Judith Foot, who were away, Sue Hatton, who had a meeting at MSDC, Derek Swaine, and Jose Gargett.

09/2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. None.

09/03 HASSOCKS STATION. Catherine Cassidy of the Hassocks Amenity Association Rail Group gave a presentation on recent developments regarding improvements to Hassocks Station. Access For All funding had been agreed to improve accessibility for disabled travellers, and funding would also be available through the National Stations Improvement Programme announced by the government in July 2007. Optimum consultants had been appointed to work with Southern Rail, on behalf of Network Rail and the government, to progress designs for improvements to 16 stations in the Southern Region, including Hassocks. A final concept design should be available in mid February 2009. A meeting had been arranged on 22 January 2009 between Optimum and representatives of the HAA Rail Group, the Parish Council, and District and County Councillors, to discuss the improvements proposed.

The Chairman thanked Catherine Cassidy for the presentation, and the council expressed its thanks to the Rail Group for the work they had done in ensuring that Hassocks was included in the improvement programme, and in achieving improvements to services from Hassocks.    

The Chairman adjourned the meeting for public participation, but there were no questions from the public.

09/04 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 9 DECEMBER 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

09/05 REDEVELOPMENT OF THE SPORTS PAVILION IN ADASTRA PARK. 

a) Presentation by Ecotecture, and Comments by the Council. Joanna Saady and Jake White of Ecotecture gave a presentation on the design concept for the new sports pavilion. The design comprised a lounge/bar area with a glass front, changing rooms designed to meet Football Foundation specifications, and a storage area, which would provide storage for sports club users and replace the Groundsman’s garage. The front of the building would include a green wall. The building would be designed to incorporate green and energy efficient features, including rainwater harvesting, but within the agreed budget. Wet and dry areas would be separated to improve energy efficiency. In response to questions Ecotecture indicated that the glass would be vandal proof, and that it was unlikely that the green wall would be vandalised. The flat rubber roof covering would be very durable, and the construction costs would be no more expensive than a conventional building. The design was innovative, would be something the village could be proud of, and would be appealing to young people.

The council agreed in principle to the design presented to the meeting. It was noted that Ecotecture would produce plans for a full planning application and the design would be costed by a Quantity Surveyor.

b) Viridor Credits Funding Agreement. Howard Collins, Chairman of the Keymer and Hassocks Cricket Club (KHCC) reported that a grant of £65,000 towards the cost of the project had been obtained from Viridor. To access the funding, a third party grant of £6,632 was required, and KHCC had agreed to pay this as part of the £30,000 the club was contributing to the project.

RESOLVED that the Chairman be authorised to sign the Viridor Funding Agreement on behalf of the Parish Council.

09/06 REPORTS

a) Police Report. PCSO Emma Collett reported that a number of forged £20 had been circulated in Hassocks over the Christmas period. The forgeries were poor and easy to identify. There had been two burglaries from sheds. Dates had been agreed for police surgeries in the Parish Centre, the first at 10.30 on 20 January 2009 

b) District Councillor’s Report. Gordon Marples reported on:

· Progress on the regeneration of the three towns

· Development of the Core Strategy

· The budget process, which would be very difficult this year, with a central government settlement of less than 1%. MSDC were seeking to produce a budget with no cuts in services, or redundancies.

· Car parking charges could rise, to bring them more in line with other areas, but there were no proposals to extend car parking charges.

A written report was received from Sue Hatton. Despite the downturn in the export of recycled materials MSDC has been informed that nothing has changed, and MSDC continues to be a high recycling authority.

c) County Councillor’s report. Colin Wilsdon reported on

·  Budget discussions

· CLC meeting, 18 February 2009 in Hurstpierpoint Village Centre, focussing on The Green Circle

· Safeguarding Vulnerable Children: WSCC performance had been criticised

· Respite care for parents of disabled children. 

d) Policy, Resources and Communications Committee Meeting 4 December 2008. The minutes were accepted by the council. Patrick Shanahan reported that a final draft of the Business Plan had been agreed, and would be discussed with Trevor Leggo of SALC on 21 January 2009. Improvements had been made to the HPC website by David Cumberland, and the work should be completed shortly. An appeal was being prepared to challenge the amount of Business Rate charged on the Parish Centre.

e) Planning Committee Meetings 10 December 2008 and 5 January 2009. The minutes were accepted by the council. It was noted that HPC had written to MSDC regarding a development brief for the Station Goods Yard site, and had asked the District Councillors to take this up on HPC’s behalf.
09/07 CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS

a) MSDC Permitted Development Seminar, 18 December 2008. The Chairman had attended the seminar, which was useful. The new regime seemed as complex as the previous one, and could give rise to more LDF applications.

b) Twinning. The Chairman had received a letter from the Mayor of Montmirail, wishing the residents of Hassocks best wishes for 2009, and hoping that representatives will attend the triangular meeting in May 2009.    

c) Newsletter. Councillors and the Chairmen of Council Committees were asked to submit contributions for the next Newsletter to the Clerk by 23 January 2009. 

09/08 CLERK’S REPORT. There were no items the Clerk wished to raise.

09/09 FINANCIAL REPORT. The Financial report for December 2008 and the list of cheques presented was authorised and signed by the Chairman. 

09/10 MID SUSSEX COMMUNITY FORUM, 11 FEBRUARY 2009. Patrick Shanahan and Kristian Berggreen would attend on behalf of HPC.

09/11 MSDC PRESENTATION ON THE STRATEGIC HOUSING MARKET ASSESSMENT, 28 JANUARY 2009. Bill Hatton and Kristian Berggreen would attend on behalf of HPC.

09/12 WASTE PREVENTION ADVISOR PRESENTATION. It was agreed that a response should be sent indicating that HPC would attend a presentation if this was arranged for a cluster of parishes. Patrick Shanahan would attend on behalf of HPC.


09/13 MENS CLUB LEASE. A lease had been received for signature from Hedleys. It was agreed that the Parish Council would not sign the lease until the Men’s Club had agreed in writing to meet all the council’s abortive costs, and the cost of the valuation. 

09/14 WEST SUSSEX NHS TRUST STRATEGIC COMMISSIONING PLAN 2009-14. A report from Patrick Shanahan was deferred to the next meeting.

09/15 CORRESPONDENCE.

a) Communities in Control: Real People, Real Power. The consultation document was noted.

b) WSCC Minerals and Waste Development Framework: Update. It was agreed that this matter should be considered by the Planning Committee at its next meeting.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30 pm.

Chairman................................

Date..........................................  
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