
626
HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 13 July 2010 at 7.30pm  in the Council Chamber in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks

Present:
Bill Hatton (Chairman)

Judith Foot



Mavis Flowers


Jose Gargett



Kristian Berggreen


Sue Hatton



Alan Berry



Phil Mead



Leslie Campbell


Frank Rylance



David Cumberland


Noel Thomas



Chris Bere



Patrick Shanahan



Derek Swaine

Assistant:
Pat Elliott


Also present were County Councillor Colin Wilsdon, PCSO Emma Collett and two members of the public.






10/94 Apologies for Absence. An apology for absence was received from District Councillor Gordon Marples.
10/95 Declarations of Interest. There were no declarations of interest.

The meeting was adjourned for public participation. Keith Parvin, District Commander for Mid Sussex of the West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service spoke. Notes of this are in Attachment 1.

10/96 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8 June 2010. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

10/97 Reports and Minutes
a) Police Report. PCSO Emma Collett reported:
· Damage to cars in Grand Avenue, Kings Drive, Queens Drive and Woodsland Road. The police believe they know the culprit.
· A burglary in Semley Road.
· Trouble in the Adastra Park over the last two weekends.  Emma is organising a leaflet drop to neighbouring properties asking the public to report when trouble is actually occurring by using a 999 call. She is hoping to have the use of the police CCTV van, positioned in the park, this weekend.

· A cheque for £750 has been given to the Cricket Club by the Police Property Act Fund.
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b) District Councillor’s Reports. A report was received from Gordon Marples on:
· Concerns are being voiced about the various sites at the southern end of Lodge Lane, regarding the state of the partly demolished buildings, the abandonment of the camp site and the application for an existing agricultural tie to be lifted on the farmhouse. The District Councillors await an officers’ report on the tie.
· A public meeting at the Adastra Hall is being arranged regarding the future of Keymer Fire Service. The issue is causing concern both here and in Ditchling which has the complication of being in East Sussex.
· Reported crime remains at relatively low levels and has been reducing modestly in recent months. Despite local rumour, there is no evidence that anti-social behaviour has increased markedly as a result of the Clayton Mills Estate.
Sue Hatton reported:

· She is disappointed that the public meeting regarding the possible closure of Keymer fire station is to be held in mid August when many people will be away on holiday.

· John Jory has gone to Reigate and Banstead and Kathryn Hall is acting Chief Executive at Mid Sussex.

· Government guidelines re the South East Plan have been revoked and are expected to be abolished in the Communities Act in the autumn. This makes for uncertainty about planning issues.

· Leisure branding is to be abandoned and names such as The Triangle to be kept.

· The impact of the Government grant cuts is awaited.

· Following a question from the Parish Council on parking enforcement, Sue agreed to enquire how often the parking enforcement officers come to Hassocks.

c) County Councillor’s Report. Colin Wilsdon reported:
· Two million pounds is to be cut this year from the youth services budget. The result of this is that the Beacon Centre is at risk of closure, the final decision between the closure of the Beacon Centre and the youth centre at Cuckfield  being  made by the Cabinet Member for Young Peoples Services. Colin believes the options are either to make a case for not closing it or for it to be purchased from WSCC. There are funds that could possibly be accessed for the purchase, but the ongoing costs must be considered. Most of the ongoing costs are for staffing by youth workers. If The Childrens Country Holiday Fund leave the Stafford House site, there would be no reason to control which activities take place and it could become a community centre. 
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· Regarding the possible closure of Keymer fire station, Colin has asked the Chief Fire Officer for call out figures, including those for East Sussex as these are paid for by a different authority. As Keymer fire station is too low to take a full fire engine, Colin wonders if it could have a new role, for example with road traffic accidents. It is expected that an additional 80-90 million pounds worth of cuts will have to be made over 3 years.
The Chairman asked if there has been an opportunity for community involvement or Parish Council comment on the closure of the Beacon Centre. Colin responded that there have  been stakeholder meetings. Judith Foot, as Parish Council representative on the Beacon Centre management committee, did attend a meeting at which most of those present were professionals covering most areas of youth services. 
Hassocks is number 23 out of 24 on a priority list for youth clubs. The closure of the Beacon Centre could be implemented as early as this November. 

Because of the proposed development on the Stafford House site, this may be the opportunity to consider the whole issue of the library and the Beacon Centre as well as the schools and a meeting should be arranged with officers from West Sussex County Council to discuss this. Initially a Parish Council sub-committee comprising of  Noel Thomas and Patrick Shanahan to meet to focus the Parish Council thoughts and collect relevant facts before meeting with WSCC at a date to be arranged in September.  

Jose Gargett asked if the suggested cycle route is definitely to go along Dale Avenue, as this is a busy road with so many entrances to schools, health centre, car parks etc.  It was confirmed that this is to be the route and signs will be going up.

d) Minutes

            Policy, Resources and Communications Committee Meeting  

      15 June 2010. The minutes were accepted by the council.

      Planning Committee Meeting 21 June 2010. The minutes were accepted by 
      the council.

      Environment Committee Meeting 6 July 2010. The minutes were accepted

       by the Council and comments were made on how attractive the flower beds 

       look.
e) Rail Matters. Chris Bere reported that the automatic barriers should be in place and working by mid August. To allow space for the barrier, 99% of the garden on the east side of the station will have to be removed, but many of the plants will be moved to a new planter on the west side. There will also be new wooden planters on both platforms. The next meeting of the Rail Group is on Friday 16 July 2010, to be chaired by Trevor Humber.
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f) Report from councillors on Meetings of Outside Bodies. Mavis Flowers reported that the Twinning Association had received a very good reception in Wald-Michelbach. The Adastra Hall is to be closed for two weeks from 7 August 2010 for a complete update of the ladies toilet, but the kitchen re-vamp has been put on hold until 2011.
David Cumberland had attended the AGM of The Oldland Mill Trust. It was reported that the mill restoration is virtually complete and that it is necessary to start thinking about its future as a going concern, as previous support has been mainly for the renovation. Noel Thomas reported that the Planning Inspector had agreed the alterations to the granary.

10/98 Chairman’s Remarks

a) The Chairman thanked Alan Berry for his work in resolving the issues with the Adastra tennis courts. The Assistant is to write a letter of thanks to Hobarts.
b) Members of the planning committee had met with John Arnold at the Station Goods Yard and MSDC have agreed to regulate the trader’s signs. A further meeting is being arranged.
c) The Chairman and Mrs Sue Hatton had attended the MSDC Chairman’s garden party at Ravenswood on 11 July 2010. 
d) Bluebird Community Partnership have written to say that they are planning to start a minibus service which would run one day a week, through Hassocks and Keymer to link with the public bus service at Stonepound Crossroads.
e) The Chairman confirmed that the council does receive a copy of the full minutes of the Rail Group which are held in the office.
10/99 Financial Report. The financial report and list of cheques presented for June 2010 were approved and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.
10/100 Provision of New Play Equipment in the North Field play area.  Derek Swaine gave a progress report on the plans for new play equipment.  Detailed proposals are to be considered at the next Grounds Committee meeting and recommendations would be put to full council in September 2010.  An application for capital funding had been submitted to MSDC.Hassocks Field Society had pledged up to £200 and it was hoped that users would contribute a small amount. 
10/101 Proposed Closure of Hassocks Fire Station.  Bill Hatton and Noel Thomas are to attend the CLC meeting on 27 July. It was agreed that all councillors would receive a copy of the consultation document and a meeting was arranged for Wednesday 4 August 2010 at 7.30pm to go through the document and prepare the council’s response.
10/102 In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted under item 9 on the agenda it was RESOLVED that the public be requested to withdraw.

The members of the public present left the meeting.
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10/103 Redevelopment of the Adastra Park Community Pavilion. 

a) Tenders for the redevelopment were considered. The Pavilion rebuilding sub committee recommended the council to accept the Farnrise tender for the construction. The choice of a heating system was discussed and although an electrical system was considered the first choice, an allowance of £12,600 for an alternative heat pump system had been included in the tender and a final decision on this did not have to be made immediately. 
b) The funding for the project was considered. It would be necessary to apply for a Public Works Loan Board loan of £36,000, to be repaid over 20 years, to meet the shortfall in funding.
10/104 Adastra Park Community Pavilion:  Appointment of a Contractor. RESOLVED THAT Farnrise Construction Ltd were appointed as contractor for the redevelopment of the Adastra Park Community Pavilion in accordance with their updated tender document dated 21 June 2010, and the Chairman and Vice-Chairman were authorised to sign the contract on behalf of the Parish Council..

10/105 Public Works Loan Board Loan. Following consideration of the budget details, it was RESOLVED to apply for a Public Works Loan Board loan of £36,000, repayable over 20 years, to part fund the project. 
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm

Chairman …………………………………

Date……………………………………….
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