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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 14 April 2009 at 

7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Bill Hatton (Chairman)
Jose Gargett



Chris Bere


Noel Thomas

Alan Berry    


Phil Mead


Frank Rylance 

Leslie Campbell

                                 Patrick Shanahan 

David Cumberland



Judith Foot




                      Kristian Berggreen (for items 4d – 15)




Clerk: Linda Baker


Also present were County Councillor Colin Wilsdon, Sgt Simon Alexander, Sussex Police, and  three members of the public.

09/52 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Apologies for absence were received from Mavis Flowers who was unwell, Derek Swaine, and Sue Hatton, who had a meeting at MSDC. District Councillor Gordon Marples also sent his apologies.

09/53 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.   None

The meeting was adjourned for public participation. A note of the questions raised by the public is attached as Attachment 1.
09/54 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10 MARCH 2009. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

09/55 REPORTS.

a) Police Report. Sgt Simon Alexander reported on :

· Martin John Allard, who had a history of breaking into charity shops and churches, and was believed to be in the area

· Recent crimes reported in Hassocks, 27 in the last month

· Staffing issues. PCSO Emma Collett was still on sick leave, Helen Ayre had been on leave, and another member of the local policing team was about to go on sick leave. It was agreed that HPC would write to the District Commander supporting the request for additional resources.

· Neighbourhood Panel. It was hoped to re-active the panel for Hassocks and HPC were supportive of this.

· Speedwatch. The police had equipment available, and would train volunteers if a team from Hassocks wished to carry out speed checks.     

b) District Councillor’s Report. A report was received from District Councillor Gordon Marples on:

· Increases to car parking charges

· Van traders in Hassocks. MSDC were working in co-operation with WSCC to try to find an alternative site for the two mobile vans currently visiting the village, and MSDC were not taking enforcement action, but reviewing the matter on a week by week basis.  

c) County Councillor’s Report. Colin Wilsdon reported on:

· A meeting between WSCC and the Children’s Country Holidays Fund regarding the Beacon Centre. The meeting was constructive and it was hoped that some solution could be found to permit adult lettings to resume.

· CLC. The next meeting would be on 29 April 2009 at 8.00 pm at Albourne Village Hall. There would be a presentation on the Rural Economy.       

· Colin Wilsdon was chairing the WSCC Education of Children in Care Task Force, and a report would be produced shortly.

d) Planning Committee Meetings, 9 and 30 March 2009. The minutes were accepted by the council.

e) Grounds Committee Meeting, 18 March 2009. The minutes were accepted by the council. 
i) Hassocks Allotment Holders Association. RESOLVED that the council would match the £5 subscription for every member of the Association annually with effect from 1.1.09
ii) Sports Pavilion Redevelopment. David Cumberland reported on progress with the design, which had been simplified following the decision not to seek grant funding from the Football Foundation. The revised design was being costed. 
f) Environment Committee Meeting, 7 April 2009. The minutes were accepted by the council. 
09/56 CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS.

a) Rating Appeal. The Valuation Office were assessing HPC’s appeal, and had contacted MSDC on the question of whether the Parish Office could be let commercially.
b) MSDC Small Scale Housing Allocations Meeting. Bill Hatton and Kristian Berggreen had attended on behalf of HPC. An exercise was being carried out by consultants to establish the mix of affordable and social housing required in West Sussex as a whole and Mid Sussex, and this would inform the Core Strategy.

c) South Downs National Park. The recent announcement on the National Park would have implications for Hassocks. The Park should be set up by April 2010, and would be fully operational by 2011. 

d) Business Plan. A meeting with local groups had been held on 2 April 2009 to discuss HPC’s Business Plan, and the meeting had been well attended and constructive. There was general support for the Plan. Councillors who had any photographs which could be used to illustrate the Plan were asked to contact Patrick Shanahan.   

09/57 CLERK’S REPORT. 

a) Staffing. The Clerk reported that the assistant on sick leave was likely to be away slightly longer than anticipated, so the office would remain understaffed for the time being.

09/58 FINANCIAL REPORT. The Financial Report and list of cheques presented for March 2009 was authorised and signed by the Chairman.

09/59 PARISH WALK 5 APRIL 2009. The walk had been well supported. The next walk would take place on 3 May 2009, starting at 10.00 am from Hassocks Station. Any councillors who were able to assist were asked to contact Leslie Campbell.   
09/60 COUNTRYSIDE ACCESS FORUM WORKSHOP 8 APRIL 2009. Leslie Campbell had attended on behalf of HPC. WSCC were developing a Rights of Way Improvement Plan, and councillors were asked to let Leslie Campbell have details of any areas where improvement was needed so that he could incorporate these in a response to WSCC.   

09/61 PARISH OFFICE COMPUTERS. RESOLVED that the two office computers should be replaced, as detailed in the report circulated to the meeting, at a cost, including installation ,not exceeding £1,040.  

09/62 CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA, PARKLANDS ROAD. A letter had been received from MSDC regarding the operator of a pre-school nursery expressing interest in using part of the children’s play area to the east of the Scout Hut to extend the nursery. It was agreed that local residents should be consulted before a response was sent to MSDC and it was agreed that the matter should be discussed at the 20 April 2009 Planning Committee meeting. 

09/63 REQUIREMENT FOR SCHOOL PLACES IN HASSOCKS. The letter dated 2 April 2009 from WSCC, indicating that research would take place in the Summer Term, was noted.
09/64 THE BEACON CENTRE. The letter dated 14 April 2009 from WSCC was noted. It was agreed that the matter would be followed up in two months if a response had not been received.

09/65 RAIL MATTERS.  Chris Bere and Leslie Campbell reported on the HAA Rail Group Meeting on 26 April 2009. Work to make the station more accessible would be carried out in 2012/15. It would be feasible to extend the car park on the eastern side of the station, but currently the car park was not being fully used. A Task Force had been set up to help combat youth vandalism at the station. The Adopt A Station group had carried out planting around the station.  

09/66 CORRESPONDENCE. None. 
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15 pm.

Chairman.......................................        

Date....................................
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