HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 16 June 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present: 
Derek Swaine (Chairman)

Leslie Campbell



Alan Berry



Jose Gargett



Noel Thomas            

Bill Hatton

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present was Colin Wilsdon.

1. Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from Phil Mead and Sue Hatton. 

2. Chairman. Derek Swaine was elected as committee Chairman for 2009/10.

3. Declarations of Interest. None.
4. Minutes of the Meeting held on 7 April 2009. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
5. Signage. The committee considered a proposal from the Hassocks Visitor Programme Group for additional signage. The council was concerned about a proliferation of signage in the village, and about the costs of the proposals, but Colin Wilsdon said that funding might be available from grants for tourism. The committee commented as follows on the proposals:
· Signs 1,3,11,12,13,14 and15 were not supported. 

· There was support for proposals 2,6,7
· proposal 4 the positioning of the hanging basket would be looked at, 

· proposal 5 it was thought that there were sufficient cycle racks in the village, but if detailed proposals on locations for additional cycle racks were put forward, these would be considered
· Proposal 8, MSDC were putting in a street light on the pedestrian entry to Dale Avenue car park from Keymer Road

· Proposal 9, Village Sign, the parish council had this in hand but were concerned about cost, and were considering a more suitable location, 
· Proposal 10, this could be given further consideration

· Proposal 16, fingerpost, Lodge Lane. The council had decided not to put an additional arm on the post indicating the direction of Burgess Hill, but would reconsider this.

It was suggested that the Visitor Group should put forward revised proposals, with an indication of costs, for further consideration by the parish council.
6. Tree Planting
a) Update on planting schemes for the village. WSCC had sent letters to residents in Dale Avenue regarding tree planting, and there had been a positive response. WSCC had provided maps of the village, so there would be no necessity to purchase OS maps. 
b) Grant from MSDC. It was noted that MSDC had agreed a grant of £1,500 for tree planting from its environmental grant fund. 
c) WSCC Replacement of Diseased Trees. The email dated 14 May 2009 from Graham Mundie, the WSCC Arboriculturist, regarding the replacement of diseased trees in Farnham Avenue and Mackie Avenue was noted.

d) WSCC Felling/Pruning Schedules. The email from Graham Mundie dated 1 June 2009 was noted.

e) Dead Trees, Raised Beds, Keymer Road. Two of the trees, outside the Hassocks Pet Centre, had died. It was agreed that Mount Harry Trees should be contacted for advice on replacements and an estimate of costs, for further consideration by the committee.
7. Planting Projects. The Youth Offenders team had done some work on clearing the bank behind QD Stationery, but more clearance was needed. MSDC would be asked if they would clear the debris, but if they would not the costs of removal using the BHTC Maintenance Team, or hiring a skip would be investigated 
8. Hassocks in Bloom Competition 2009. The event had been advertised in Talk About, and posters had been displayed in the village. Alan Berry and Jose Garget agreed to act as judges. Windmills and Downlands had submitted entries for the poster competition, and it was agreed that Jose Garget and Derek Swaine should judge the entries.     
9. Dog Bin, Woodsland Road. Serco would be installing the bin, and the cost to the council would be £200. Serco would be asked to confirm the location.
10. Footpaths
a) Footpath 10C, Stile. It was agreed that the Monday Group would be asked to replace the stile, at a cost of £40.  
b) Provision of Footpath Lodge Lane to New Road. It was agreed that the parish council would write to the WSCC Highway Manager supporting the proposal for a footpath in Lodge Lane.
c) Footpath 21K. It was noted that WSCC had closed the footpath temporarily because of subsidence. It was hoped that WSCC would carry out repairs as soon as possible so that the footpath could be reopened.
11. Litter Picking. It was noted that a litter picking group had been set up in the Hassocks area. Derek Swaine would look at the Litteraction website, and report back to the next meeting. 
12. Christmas Lights. A meeting had been held on 19 May 2009. The meeting had been attended by 3 representatives from the 12 village organisations invited. All the Hassocks traders had been invited, but none had attended. It had been agreed that an article would be published in Talk About asking for volunteers to organise the Christmas Lights. The matter would be reconsidered in light of the response. It had been hoped that a donation of £1,000 would be available towards the cost of Christmas lights, but this was not the case.   
13. S106 Funding for Hassocks Station. The committee discussed the email dated 27 May 2009 from Dave Lambert at WSCC regarding the S106 funding from the Mackie Avenue development of approximately £174,000 for sustainable transport, which could be put to Hassocks Station improvements, and the S106 funds from developments in Hurstpierpoint which the Mid Sussex CLC had recommended for improvements to cycle parking and access. The committee had concerns about the S106 funding being allocated to the station at a time when the costs of the station improvements, and when and if the work would be carried out were not yet known. After discussion it was  
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND that the parish council support the allocation of S106 funding from the Mackie Avenue development to the Hassocks Station enhancement, provided that, if the project did not go ahead, the money could be allocated to other sustainable transport projects in the village.    

14. Date of Next Meeting 1 September 2009 at 7.30 pm.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15 pm
Chairman............................

Date.....................................
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