HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on

Tuesday 17 February 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks

Present:
Derek Swaine (Chairman)

Noel Thomas



Leslie Campbell


Bill Hatton



Phil Mead

Clerk: Linda Baker

In attendance: Frank Rylance (for item 4) 


1. Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from Sue Hatton, who was unwell, and Alan Berry, who had a work commitment. Absent without apology, Jose Gargett.

2. Declarations of Interest. None.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 2 December 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting with the following amendments:

Date: 2 December 2008

Present: add Noel Thomas,

and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. Tree Planting. The committee thanked Phil Mead and the Trees For Hassocks group for their work in support of the Grand Avenue and Ockley Lane tree planting, which was now complete.

Frank Rylance reported that there was considerable support among residents for tree planting in Damian Way. Downsview Road and Dale Avenue had also been identified for future tree planting schemes, and the Hassocks Amenity Association had offered £1,000 towards the cost of tree planting.  

It was noted that Phil Mead would contact the HAA regarding their offer of funding, and would report back to the next meeting on proposals for further tree planting in the village.

It was agreed that HPC should invoice the Tree Council and The International Tree Foundation for their contribution towards tree planting in Grand Avenue.

5. Planting Projects

a) Sorting Office, Keymer Road. The granite troughs had been ordered. 

b) Wall Opposite Budgens. The small brick supporting wall had been completed. Derek Swaine had tried to contact the owner of the land without success, and it was noted that Bill Hatton would speak to the resident.

c) General Planting. 300 iris bulbs had been planted in the Adastra Park Memorial Garden. The hanging baskets and planters had been given to Garden Pride for planting up. Derek Swaine was arranging a meeting with the WSCC Youth Offending team to discuss planting the bank to the south of Dale Avenue car park.

6. Hassocks in Bloom. The competition had not been run in 2008 because of the poor response in 2007, but Derek Swaine was willing to organise a competition for 2009. It was agreed that the Hassocks in Bloom competition should be organised for 2009, and it was noted that Derek Swaine would put proposals to the next meeting of the committee. 

7. Street Furniture.
a) Bench, Chancellors Park. South Downs Garden Centre had arranged for the repair of the bench, after it had been vandalised

b) Seat in Memory of Jean Challen. The seat had now been installed, to replace the seat outside Hassocks Hardware in Dale Avenue.

8. Light Up Hassocks.  A letter dated 26 January 2009 from Light Up Hassocks regarding the Christmas Lights was considered. It was not thought that the council could take over the cost or the organisation of providing Christmas lights. A provision for a grant of £500 had been made in the 2009/10 precept towards the cost, but the annual cost of Christmas lights was in the region of £5,000. It was agreed that Derek Swaine would contact the Secretary of the Light Up Hassocks Committee to discuss the matter, and suggest that the Hassocks Amenity Association might be approached to assist with the provision of Christmas lights.      

9. Jack and Jill Car Park. MSDC had repaired the car park surface, which was now in a better condition.

10. Age Concern Direction Sign. The letter dated 5 December 2008 from WSCC refusing permission for the sign was noted.

11. Lighting between Dale Avenue Car Park and Keymer Road. it was noted that MSDC would be installing lighting along the path to the west of National Tyres in April/May 2009 

12. Flooding, Footpath 7k Woodsland Road to Little Copse Road. It was noted that the problems of flooding in this area had been reported to WSCC for investigation. The Burgess Hill maintenance Team had looked at the area, but it was outside their scope to remedy the problem. An update on progress would be requested for the next meeting.

13. Hassocks Community Partnership, Tourist Group. Derek Swaine and Bill Hatton had attended an informal meeting with representatives of the Tourist Group on 10 February 2009. The group outlined a number of initiatives to encourage tourism, including walking and cycling routes, and a cycle hire facility at Hassocks Station and HPC were supportive of exploring these initiatives.

14. Funding from Reserves. Patrick Shanahan had written to the committee Chairman regarding any items of exceptional expenditure over the next 5 years, which could be funded from HPC’s reserves. It was agreed that a response should be sent identifying ongoing tree planting in the village, and improvements to the area bordering the Herring Stream.
15. Date of Next Meeting. 7 April 2009 at 7.30 pm.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45 pm.

Chairman..........................................

Date.................................................  
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