HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 17 March 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
David Cumberland (Chairman)
Jose Gargett



Chris Bere



Derek Swaine




Alan Berry



Robert Yates



Mavis Flowers 


Bill Hatton

Clerk; Linda Baker


1. Apologies for Absence. An apology for absence was received from Frank Rylance. Absent without apology, Noel Thomas.
2. Declarations of Interest. Chris Bere declared an interest in item 5 (f) as a sponsor of the Adastra Bowling Club. 
3. Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on 20 January 2010. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. Community Pavilion Rebuild. 

a) Update. David Cumberland reported that recommendations on a preferred contractor, and that the start of the project be delayed until 6 September 2010, would be put to the next Parish Council meeting. The details of an air source heat pump for the building were expected to be agreed at the next Community Pavilion Committee meeting on 31 March 2010. The Keymer and Hassocks Cricket Club had been asked to confirm that their grant towards the project would be paid in full by 1 October 2010. 
b) Invoice from Ecotecture for stages E,F&G. The invoice dated 6.11.09 in the sum of £3,737.50 was approved for payment.
5. Adastra Park.

a) Tennis Courts. It was noted that a report on the court surface was awaited from Hobarts.
b) Hedging, North Field. WSCC had approved a grant of up to £600, and 1,250 hedge plants had been purchased at a cost of £389, and were being planted this week using volunteers. Fertiliser and mulch would be required at a cost of approximately £120, and it might be necessary to purchase additional plants in the autumn to replace any losses. The committee expressed its thanks to Derek Swaine for organising the planting.  

c) Play Equipment. Derek Swaine and the Clerk had met Steven Trice, MSDC Community Leisure Officer, to discuss grant funding for additional play equipment in Adastra Park. It was suggested that HPC put together a project for three new pieces of equipment for the children’s play area, with a budget of approximately £20,000, in consultation with parents and children, and make an application to the MSDC Grants Panel in September 2010 to part fund the project. Three companies would be asked to quote for suitable equipment. It was agreed that Derek Swaine and Alan Berry should take the project forward, and put proposals to the committee for consideration.     

d) Engineering Inspection Repairs. It was noted that Foster Playscapes were carrying out the repairs identified in the Engineering Inspection Report at a total cost of £880.

e) Drainage in Adastra Park. A quotation for a land drain and a quotation for vertidraining, sand spreading and fertilising the north and south fields were considered. It was agreed that two further quotations for drain installation would be obtained, and Greenfield Plant would be asked to confirm if the land drain they had quoted for would improve the drainage to the north and south fields, and the entrance to the children’s play area. 
f) Adastra Bowling Club. The request from the Bowling Club for sand and fertiliser at a cost of £221 plus VAT was approved.    
6. Allotments. 
a) Update from the Hassocks Allotment Holders Association. Robert Yates reported that the HAHA had not had any response to the notices it had displayed asking for details of ownership of the woodland adjoining the allotment. 
The self seeded oak trees on the allotment site had been removed, but there was one larger specimen on the north boundary which would need removing by a tree surgeon in the autumn, and it was agreed that HPC would meet the cost of approximately £150 from the allotment budget.
Plot inspections would be carried out with councillors in May (Alan Berry), June (David Cumberland) and September (Bill Hatton) and Robert Yates would arrange convenient dates.
b) Memorandum on Plot Allocation. The HAHA had drafted a memorandum, and a revised tenancy agreement, and these would be discussed with the Parish Council.
7. Additional Allotment Space. A response had been received from MSDC giving an indicative price for the site to the south of the burial ground. There would be legal and other costs associated with any purchase. RESOLVED to RECOMMEND that HPC enter into negotiations with MSDC regarding the purchase of the site for allotments. 
8. Date of Next Meeting. 19 May 2010 at 7.30 pm.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm
Chairman..........................................

Date................................................... 
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