HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 18 March 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, 

Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Alan Berry (Chairman)
Derek Swaine



Bill Hatton


Noel Thomas



Robert Yates  

Jose Gargett



  

Clerk: Linda Baker


1. Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from David Cumberland, who was unwell, Frank Rylance, who was abroad, Chris Bere and Mavis Flowers. In the absence of David Cumberland, Alan Berry was elected as Chairman for the meeting.

2. Declarations of Interest. None.

3. Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on 21 January 2009. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. Minutes of the Sports Pavilion Redevelopment Committee Meetings held on 12 February and 4 March 2009. The minutes of the meetings were accepted by the committee. Bill Hatton reported that the design for the sports pavilion had been changed significantly from the design shown to the Parish Council at the meeting on 13 January 2009, and that the cost was above budget, but Ecotecture were working with the Quantity Surveyor to reduce the cost. It now appeared that it was unlikely that the Football Foundation would provide any funding for the project. 

It was RESOLVED that the revised design, and the cost plan, should be submitted to full council for approval.     

5 Adastra Park

a) Request for Netball Court Markings. A request from a local resident for netball court markings on the tennis courts was considered. It was agreed that the cost of court marking would be investigated, and the resident would be asked if those wishing to use a netball court would provide the goal posts, and what commitment there would be to using the courts. The committee would reconsider the matter once a response had been received.

b) Children’s Play Area. A letter regarding the entrance to the Children’s play area, asking for drainage to be installed, was considered. It was agreed that the Groundsman should be asked to dig a soak away next to the path, and fill it with rubble to collect the excess water.

6. Allotments. 

a) Update from the Hassocks Allotment Holders Association. Robert Yates, Chairman of the Hassocks Allotment Holders Association (HAHA), tabled a paper requesting that HPC matches the HAHA subscription, paying £5 from the allotment rents to the HAHA in respect of every member of the HAHA. RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND that the council matches the subscription fee of the HAHA, paying £5 to the HAHA in respect of every member, annually, from 1 January 2009.   

b) Appointment of Councillors to Carry out Allotment Plot Inspections. RESOLVED that inspections in 2009 would be carried out by the following councillors with Robert Yates:
May,  Derek Swaine

June, Jose Gargett

July, Bill Hatton

August, Alan Berry

September, David Cumberland

c) Request for the Roadway to the Allotments to be Extended. The HAHA requested that the access road from the copse be extended to the allotment site to allow cars to access the site all year round. MSDC were willing to arrange the work if HPC made a significant contribution to the cost, estimated at £2,500 - £3,000. It was agreed that a response should be sent to MSDC, supporting the extension of the access road, and asking if S106 money would be available to meet the cost.  

7. Burial Ground. 

a) Path.  The email dated 13 March 2009 from Charlotte Bath at MSDC, advising that HPC should submit a planning application for the burial ground path was considered. It was noted that Bill Hatton would research whether a path came under permitted development, and the council would consider applying for a lawful development certificate in respect of a path. 

b) Tree Planting. It was noted that Robert Yates would be planting three black poplars in the south-east corner of the burial ground.  A wild cherry would be sited in the same area.

c) Memorial Bench . It was noted that the memorial bench for Mr Jenner would be sited in the south-east corner of the burial ground, next to the existing tree. 

d)  Memorial Garden Planting A planting scheme from Kingston Landscapes was considered, to replace some shrubs which had died, and to give more year round colour. RESOLVED that the quotation of £665 for materials and labour be accepted  

8. Business Plan Action Plans.  The actions identified to the Grounds Committee were agreed. Robert Yates would consider the question of finding additional allotment space. The MSDC land to the south of the Hassocks Burial Ground was one possibility, and Noel Thomas would let Robert Yates have the dimensions of the plot. 
9. Date of Next Meeting. 20 May 2009 at 7.30 pm.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at  8.55 pm.

Chairman............................................... Date.............................
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