HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE TENTH ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 18 MAY 2010 AT 7.30 PM IN THE PARISH CENTRE, ADASTRA PARK, HASSOCKS.

Present: Bill Hatton (Chairman) Chris Bere, Kristian Berggreen, Alan Berry, Leslie Campbell, Mavis Flowers, Judith Foot, Jose Gargett, Sue Hatton, Phil Mead, Patrick Shanahan, Derek Swaine, Noel Thomas, Dr Tony Whitbread, Chief Executive, Sussex Wildlife Trust, and 9 members of the public.

1. Apologies for Absence. David Cumberland and Frank Rylance.
2. Minutes of the Ninth Meeting held on 26 May 2009.The minutes were accepted as a correct record.
3. Report by the Chairman. A copy of the Chairman’s Report is attached.
4. Report by Committee Chairmen. Reports were received from the policy, resources and Communications, Planning, Environment and Grounds Committees (copies attached).
5. Presentation by Dr Tony Whitbread, Chief Executive of the Sussex Wildlife Trust on Changing Paradigms in Nature Conservation.
6. Open Forum. 
a) Tennis Courts. It was asked when the lines on the tennis courts would be repainted. The chairman replied that the council were going to repaint the lines, but the work had been delayed because of ongoing discussions with the Adastra Tennis Club regarding the courts. A meeting had been scheduled for 19 May 2010 when these issues would be resolved.
b) Tree Planting. The council was congratulated on its tree planting in the village, and it was hoped that this would continue. Phil Mead said that there were plans for further planting. The WSCC Mid Sussex CLC had recently  turned down an application for a grant towards tree planting, but the WSCC Arboriculturalist had been very helpful in arranging the tree planting schemes, using native species. Tony Whitbread emphasised the importance of planting trees in combination of species to maximise the benefit to wildlife.
c) Bungalows. It was asked what the council’s stance was on the conversion of bungalows to houses as the stock of bungalows for older or disabled people was diminishing. The Chairman replied that the council did not encourage conversions, but there was little under planning legislation that the Parish Council, or Mid Sussex District Council, the planning authority could do to prevent permission for conversions being granted. The Parish Council was looking into the possibility of having other conservation areas in the village designated, which could help to deter conversions.
The Chairman thanked Dr Tony Whitbread for his presentation, thanked the members of the public for coming, and closed the meeting at 9.15 pm.  
