HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held on Tuesday 19 January 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park.

Present:
Derek Swaine (Chairman)

Jose Gargett



Leslie Campbell


Phil Mead




Alan Berry



Noel Thomas



Bill Hatton (for items 5-16)

Clerk: Linda Baker


1. Apologies for Absence. An apology for absence was received from Sue Hatton, who had another meeting.
2. Declarations of Interest. None.
3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 3 November 2009. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
4. Trees.

a) Tree Survey. Phil Mead reported that the Hassocks Tree Group had completed a tree survey in the village. A copy of the tree map would be sent to HPC and the Arboriculturalist at WSCC.
b) Pollarding in Woodsland Road. WSCC had advised that the work would be carried out in February/March, and local residents advised.
5. Planting Projects. 

a) Bank to the North of Dale Avenue Car Park. A skip had been hired to remove the earth pile, and the WSCC Youth Offending Team had cleared it. The work done by the YOT had been disappointing, so the HPC Groundsman had been asked to weed spray the bank, and planting of the bank would be undertaken in the Spring. 
b) Collection of Plant Material. Fragbarrow Nurseries had promised to provide plant material for planting around the village, but transport was a problem for HPC. It was hoped that Fragbarrow might be able to deliver plants in future, and, if not alternative arrangements would have to be considered.
6. Hassocks in Bloom. Entries in 2009 had been very disappointing, so it was agreed that a competition would not be run in 2010, but that the matter would be reconsidered for 2011.
7. Footpaths.
a) Provision of Footpath, Lodge Lane to New Road. HPC had written to WSCC regarding the provision of a footpath in response to the Infrastructure Works Programme consultation, and had asked the CLC to look at it.
b) Footpath 18C/12K. The footbridge would be replaced in early February. The South Downs Joint Committee and WSCC were collaborating on the work, which had been delayed due to the bad weather.
8. Litter Picking. There was nothing further to report.
9. Finger Posts. Noel Thomas had not investigated the cost of metal posts. It was agreed that quotations would be obtained for repairing the finger posts at Stonepound and Clayton, and a application would be made to WSCC for a grant towards the cost. 
10. War Memorial. A revised quotation for refurbishment of the war memorial was considered. It was agreed that Bill Hatton would count the letters on the base which needed repainting, and Paul Bowley would then be contacted for a revised quotation.
11. WSCC Bus Shelter Grant Scheme. It was suggested that a cantilever bus shelter might be erected at the bus stop next to Alans Fish & Chip Bar. A letter would be sent to the latter asking if they would have any objections to a shelter, and WSCC would be asked if they would grant permission for a shelter in this location. If it was possible to erect a shelter, an application would be made to WSCC for grant funding. Derek Swaine would research types of shelter which might be suitable.
12. MSDC Street Naming Policy. The policy was noted. 
13. Village Sign and S106 Public Art Fund. The report by Judith Foot was considered, and it was agreed that the proposed sign did not meet the criteria for S106 Public Art funding. It was agreed that an article should be submitted to Talk About asking residents where they would like to see a village sign in Hassocks, and councillors would consider suitable locations, which would be discussed at the next meeting.
14. Road Mirror. The request from the Hassocks Community Association for a road mirror at the Adastra Park car park exit was considered. It was not clear that providing a mirror would improve safety, but it was agreed that WSCC would be contacted about a mirror, and also asked if double yellow lines could be provided for 20 metres either side of the exit to prevent cars parking adjacent to the entrance and blocking the sight lines, which was very dangerous. The HCA would be advised of the steps HPC were taking.
15. Date of Next Meeting. 23 March 2010 at 7.30 pm.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45 pm.

Chairman......................................         Date..........................................
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