HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Grounds Committee held on Wednesday 19 May 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present: 
David Cumberland (Chairman)
Frank Rylance



Chris Bere



Noel Thomas



Alan Berry



Bill Hatton




Mavis Flowers


Robert Yates



Jose Gargett

Clerk: Linda Baker

In attendance: Richard Higgs.


1. Apologies for Absence. None.
2. Election of Chairman. David Cumberland was elected Chairman for 2010/11.
3. Declarations of Interest. None.
4. Minutes of the Meeting held on 17 March 2010. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
5. Community Pavilion Rebuild.

a) Update. David Cumberland reported that project meetings with the architects Ecotecture, and the Project Manager, Gavin Chatfield of Accel Consulting, were being held every two weeks, with HPC representatives in attendance. A Risk Meeting had been held on 12 May 2010 to identify the outstanding issues which needed to be resolved before the council accepted a tender for the building work. The appointment of Gavin Chatfield as project manager was proving very successful as he had the expertise to identify and deal with the technical issues which needed addressing to ensure the construction phase could be completed successfully and within budget. Recommendations on the appointment of a contractor would be put to the June 2010 Parish Council meeting  Derek Swaine asked if there were any plans for public toilet facilities to be provided in the building, but David Cumberland confirmed that this was not possible because of space constraints, security considerations, the risk of vandalism, and because of the air tight design.   
b) Invoice from BLR. An invoice dated 9 April 2010 had been received from BLR for work commissioned by Ecotecture, but not authorised by the Community Pavilion Sub Committee, for a comparison of air source heat pump suppliers. RESOLVED that the invoice should be paid. 
6. Adastra Park

a) Tennis Courts. 

(i) MSDC Inspection. It was noted that Mark Hayler of MSDC had inspected the courts on 21 April 2010, in accordance with the resolution of the HPC meeting on 13 April 2010, (minute 10/45 e (i) refers), and reported that the court surface was in good condition. The contractors, Hobarts, had also inspected the courts twice in March 2010 and reported that the surface was in a satisfactory condition.
The posts holding the nets were beginning to rust, and the Groundsman was asked to remove the rust and repaint the posts, and to confirm if the posts could easily be removed if the courts were used for netball. 

(ii) Meeting with the Adastra Tennis Club, 19 May 2010. A site meeting had been held prior to the Grounds meeting with two representatives of the Adastra Tennis Club (ATC), attended by David Cumberland, Bill Hatton, Alan Berry and Noel Thomas, to discuss the ATC’s concerns about the tennis court surface. The three tennis courts had been resurfaced in April 2008, and the ATC had not raised any issues about the finish at the time. There was a slight ridge on the middle court, and it was agreed that Hobarts would be asked to arrange a site visit, with representatives of HPC and ATC, to discuss what could be done to smooth the surface. It was RESOLVED that HPC would not colour coat the courts, as this was too expensive, but that the Grounds Committee would recommend to full council that HPC meet the cost of repainting the lines, and remedial work to the middle court if this was not unduly expensive, provided that the ATC paid the club fees to HPC for 2010/11, which were currently outstanding.    
b) Hedge, North Field. A hedge had been planted on the northern boundary of the north field of Adastra Park, and a grant of £600 had been received from WSCC from the Real Hedge Fund. WSCC had asked that the grass around the hedge plants be removed to ensure successful establishment of the hedge. Derek Swaine did not think removing the grass was feasible, but he would monitor the hedge and make arrangements for work to be carried out using volunteers if necessary. 
c) Proposed new Play Equipment. Derek Swaine and Alan Berry had met parents in the Children’s Play area to canvass their views on the type of new equipment which was required, and quotations had been received from Playdale, Komplan and Wickstead based on these discussions. HPC had a budget of £14,000 for new equipment, and it was hoped to obtain S106 funding through the MSDC Grants Panel, to give a total budget of £20,000. It was agreed that Derek Swaine and Alan Berry would consider the three quotations, and discuss them with the users, before putting proposals to the committee.
d) Drainage. The reports and quotations from two contractors for drainage in the north and south fields of Adastra Park were considered. It was agreed that as there was no guarantee that the work proposed would be effective, and the council did not currently have funding for the work, consideration of this matter would be deferred until the 2011/12 budget was considered..  
e) Dog and Litter Bins. RESOLVED that two new dog bins would be purchased to replace the bins by the Bowls Club car park and the sports pavilion, the latter to be re-sited nearer to the Mens Club to avoid the pavilion rebuilding works, and that a new litter bin would be purchased to replace the bin near the bowls club car park.
7. Trees. The reports from Bartletts and KPS on trees in the Adastra Park were considered. As these were inconsistent, it was agreed that the Tree Wardens would be asked to advise on what work was necessary, and that Bartletts would be asked to carry out deadwood removal. 
8. MSDC Environmental Grant. It was noted that Rob Yates would make a grant application in respect of the allotments. 
9. Allotments.

a) Update from the HAHA. 4-5 m of road had been laid out in the allotment to allow car access in winter. The HAHA were still pursuing the possibility of a water supply to the site. It was agreed that a plaque would be attached to the bench in the allotments in memory of Terry Franklin, and the Clerk would organise this.  
b) Plot Inspections. Rob Yates would arrange an inspection in May 2010 with Alan Berry, and would notify the Clerk of any tenants who needed warning letters regarding the state of their plots.
10. Date of Next Meeting. 21 July 2010 at 7.30 pm.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00 pm. 

Chairman...........................................

Date.................................................... 
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