HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 20 January 2010, at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park.

Present: 
David Cumberland (Chairman)
Derek Swaine


Chris Bere



Frank Rylance




Alan Berry



Noel Thomas



Jose Gargett



Robert Yates



Bill Hatton

In attendance: Richard Higgs

Clerk: Linda Baker

Before the meeting commenced, it was reported that Terry Franklin, Groundsman to Keymer Parish Council from 1965 to 1990, had died. Members expressed their sympathy and it was agreed that a donation should be made to St Peter and St James Hospice in Terry’s memory on behalf of the Parish Council.

1. Apologies for Absence. An apology for absence was received from Mavis Flowers.
2. Declarations of Interest. Alan Berry declared an interest in item 5 (a) as a member of the Mens Club.
3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 19 November 2009. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
4. Community Pavilion Rebuild. David Cumberland reported that nine tenders for the rebuilding had been received, and the lowest four were being evaluated. A meeting of the Community Pavilion Sub Committee was being held on 21 January 2010, when the tenders and other aspects of the project would be considered. The Keymer and Hassocks Cricket Club had requested a delay to the start of building until after the 2010 cricket season, but an autumn start would have implications for the Keymer & Hassocks Football Club, so the committee would have to consider this issue carefully, and make recommendations to full council.
5. Adastra Park.

a) Manhole Cover outside the Mens Club. The manhole cover had been replaced, and the Mens Club had declined to contribute to the cost.
b) Adastra Park Tennis Courts. A response on the condition of the court surface was awaited from Hobarts. The discrepancy between the total membership of the Adastra Tennis Club, and the number of members paying a subscription to HPC was accounted for by social, non-playing members.
c) Effect of Bad Weather on Football Fixtures. A number of football games had been cancelled because of the recent severe weather, and the state of the ground. It was agreed that the Keymer & Hassocks Football Club, and the Junior Football Club should be asked how many games had been lost, and how these would be made up if this impacted on the length of the season. It was agreed that enquiries would be made regarding the cost of a drainage investigation of the north and south fields.

d) Hedge at the North East Corner of Adastra Park. The report from PC Graham Thurley on the incident was noted. MSDC had replanted the hedge on the north of the stream. It was agreed that Derek Swaine would seek advice on hedging for the south of the stream from South Downs Nurseries, and put proposals to the committee. It was agreed that an article would be sent to Talk About informing residents that HPC were considering replanting in this area.

e) Play Equipment. Derek Swaine had met a parent who used the Children’s Play area, to discuss the type of equipment parents would like to see provided for children. The committee were supportive of providing a new piece of climbing equipment when funding was available, and it was agreed that Derek Swaine would have further discussions on the preferred type of equipment.
f) Engineering Inspection. The report was considered. It was agreed that the Groundsman should carry out the minor repairs, and that a quotation should be obtained for the remainder, which would be carried out as soon as possible, subject to cost. It was agreed that fencing around the skatepark, swings etc was unnecessary.

6. Allotments.

a) Hassocks Allotment Holders Association. There was nothing to report. The meeting due to be held in January 2010 had been cancelled because of the weather.
b) Memorandum on Plot Allocation. This would be deferred until the next meeting.  
c) Additional Allotment Space. A response was awaited from MSDC.
7. Date of Next Meeting. 17 March 2010 at 7.30 pm.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20 pm.

Chairman............................................

Date.......................................................
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