HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 20 May 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, 

Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
David Cumberland (Chairman)
Derek Swaine



Mavis Flowers


Frank Rylance



Bill Hatton



Noel Thomas



Robert Yates  


Jose Gargett



  

 Clerk: Linda Baker


1. Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from Chris Bere and Alan Berry.

2. Election of Chairman.  David Cumberland was elected as Chairman.

3. Declarations of Interest. None.

4. Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on 18 March 2009. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

5. Redevelopment of the Sports Pavilion.
a) Minutes of the Sports Pavilion Redevelopment Committee Meetings held on 23 March, 22 April and 7 May 2009. The minutes of the meetings were accepted by the committee. 

b) July Talk About. RESOLVED that an article would be submitted informing the public of progress with the project. 

c)   Hassocks on View . RESOLVED that the plans for the sports pavilion redevelopment would be on display for Hassocks on View. 

6. Adastra Park

a) Request for Netball Court Markings. It was agreed that more definite proposals regarding use of a netball court were needed before the council could consider meeting the cost of line marking and nets.

b) Cricket. The letter dated 24 April 2009 from a resident of Parkside was considered. It was noted that a response was awaited from the Keymer & Hassocks Cricket Club, but that, in the meantime, the club would be instructed not to use the pitch nearest Parkside until the matter had been resolved. 

c) Fitness Classes. It was noted that fitness classes were being run in the Adastra Park, and the charging policy was endorsed.

d) Chipman Unit. The estimate for repairs from Foster Playscapes was considered. RESOLVED to accept the quotation for repairs to the Chipman Unit. 


Noel Thomas would look at the swings near the skatepark and assess if he and the Groundsman could repair them. If not, the quotation from Foster Playscapes would be accepted. 

e) Adastra Bowling Club, Request for Drill & Fill treatment of the Bowling Green. The letters dated 11 March and 15 May 2009 from the Bowling Club were considered. RESOLVED that a response would be sent indicating that the council were not prepared to fund the Drill and Fill operation as council had been told, when it agreed to pay for the previous treatment, carried out in 2006, that it would last for at least eight years. On the question of the perimeter fence, Noel Thomas would look at it to assess if the council could carry out the repairs.  

7. Allotments. 

a) Update from the Hassocks Allotment Holders Association. Robert Yates, Chairman of the Hassocks Allotment Holders Association (HAHA), reported that a skip had been hired and the rubbish removed from the site. The HAHA were investigating the cost and viability of a water supply to the site. The site where the memorial bench for Derek Janman was now located would be levelled and the bench fixed securely.

Robert Yates would draft a Memorandum on plot allocation, to be considered by the committee. RESOLVED that only residents of Hassocks would be eligible to rent plots, and that plots would be allocated to those on the waiting list ahead of those who already had plots and were seeking a second plot.     

b) May 2009 Plot Inspections. Derek Swaine and Robert Yates had inspected the plots. The level of cultivation had improved since last year. A note had been made of the state of each plot.   

c) Roadway to the Allotments. MSDC had confirmed that S106 funding was not available. RESOLVED that the council would offer a contribution of £500 towards the cost, to be taken from the earmarked reserve for a water supply. 

d) Additional Allotment Space: Land to the South of the Hassocks Burial Ground. Robert Yates would assess the work required, and the cost, to create allotment plots on the land to the south of the Hassocks Burial Ground. Bill Hatton would draft a letter to be sent to MSDC requesting that the District Council consider selling the land to HPC, on similar terms to that of the Burial Ground, for use as allotments.

8. Burial Ground. 

a) Path.  It was noted that the path had been installed. The contractors should finish on site shortly. 

9.Westwards. The letter dated 28 April 2009 from Sime Solutions was noted.

10. Action Plans 2009-14.  The actions and timetable previously agreed were confirmed. David Cumberland would seek clarification from Patrick Shanahan on what further information was required. Items for the capital budget were £5,000 for purchase of an additional allotment site, and £500 towards the road extension to the allotments. The capital budget for the Sports Pavilion had been discussed at the Parish Council meeting on 12 May 2009.  

11. Date of Next Meeting. 22 July 2009 at 7.30 pm.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at   8.55 pm.

Chairman............................................... Date.............................
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