HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 20 April 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present: 
Kristian Berggreen (Chairman)
Bill Hatton



Leslie Campbell


Noel Thomas




Mavis Flowers


Frank Rylance



Phil Mead

Assistant: Pat Elliott

Also present were Derek Swaine and 4 members of the public.

1. Apologies for Absence. An apology for absence was received from Judith Foot.

2. Declarations of Interest. None.

The meeting was adjourned for public participation. Mrs S Fawcett spoke on behalf of the Wellhouse Lane residents, in opposition to application HA/09/00189/FUL, Downsview, Wellhouse Lane, Burgess Hill. 

Madeline Dalley spoke to explain the background to her request that consideration be given to allow her to use part of the children’s play area to the east of the Scout Hut to extend her pre-school nursery. 

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 30 March 2009. The minutes were taken as read, agreed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. Applications

HA/09/00189/FUL Downsview, Wellhouse Lane, Burgess Hill, Hassocks

Construction of french doors & balcony to the second floor.

Response: Recommend refusal.

Due to the height and area overlooked from the balcony and patio door, this application is un-neighbourly and detrimental to the amenity of neighbouring properties.

HA/09/00573/FUL 105 Mackie Avenue, Hassocks.

Loft conversion with two dormers. Demolition of conservatory replaced by extension to rear.

Response: Recommend refusal.

As with the previous application, the proposal represents over-development of the site, would be detrimental to the visual amenities of the street scene, and would be un-neighbourly to adjoining properties. The front elevation on the new plan in incorrect in that it omits to show the dormer. 

HA/09/00872/CON 52 Hurst Road, Hassocks.

Removal of condition 6 to 08/03862/FUL, re access for construction related vehicles only from Hurst Road

Response: Recommend refusal.

The condition was put on for a good reason. Use of the unapproved access onto Belmont Lane would be unsafe. It is a narrow lane, a public footpath and there is poor visibility both in access onto the lane and onto the B2116. 

HA/09/00604/FUL 21 Stafford Way, Hassocks.

Single storey extension to front.

Response: Recommend approval. 

HA/09/00700/FUL 30 London Road, Hassocks  

Demolish out house. Two storey extension.

Response: Recommend approval. 

HA/09/00746/FUL Orchards, Spring Lane, Clayton, Hassocks

Extension to existing decking

Response: recommend approval.

HA/09/00761/FUL 44 Manor Avenue, Hassocks.

Single storey rear extension (amended plans)

Response: recommend approval.

HA/09/00912/FUL 16 Little Copse Road, Hassocks.

Front extension to form cloakroom/porch, canopy.

Response: recommend approval.

HA/09/01023/TREE Land at Kymer Gardens, Hassocks.

G1 reduce height by approx. 1.5m. 

Response: recommend approval.

HA/09/00796/FUL 26C Lodge Lane, Hassocks. 

Erection of new dwelling (amended plans)

Response: recommend refusal.

The Parish Council would like to reiterate its previous comments. The proposed development would represent over-development of the site, and there are concerns about access for utility and emergency vehicles. MSDC should be aware of the flooding issues in this area, and if permission were granted, should ensure that these problems can be overcome.

5. Results.

The following Approvals were noted:

HA/09/00641/TREE Ockendens Wood, Brighton Road, Hassocks

HA/09/00699/TREE Rosemount, North Bank, Hassocks

HA/09/00191/FUL Belmont, Belmont Lane, Hassocks

HA/07/02505/OUT Allwoods, London Road, Hassocks 

HA/09/00102/FUL Wilmington Lodge and Beech House, Orchard Lane, Hassocks

HA/09/00506/FUL Land Adjacent to 30 Shepherds Walk, Hassocks

The following refusal was noted:

HA/08/03979/FUL Barratt Homes Development Site, Mackie Avenue, Hassocks

The following applications had gone to Appeal

08/03090/FUL 78 Keymer Road, Hassocks

08/03274/FUL The Springs, Spring Lane, Clayton.

The following appeal has been allowed,

HA/08/01297/FUL Site at garden at rear of 2,4 and 6 Mackie Avenue, Hassocks. 

6. Mackie Avenue Development, Phase 2. The letter dated 31 March 2009 from Barratt Homes and the proposed layout for phase 2 were considered.  The Assistant is to write to Barratt Homes, with a copy to Nick Rogers at MSDC, commenting that the development looks very cramped and that the affordable housing is clustered instead of being distributed evenly across the site. This is not in accordance with government policy.

7. Station Goods Yard. Noel Thomas distributed a draft copy letter, and with one slight adjustment, it was agreed that this be sent to Steven King, with copies to the District Councillors.
8. Adastra Place. Noel Thomas had circulated by email, a draft reply to the letter from Nick Rogers. It was agreed that this should be sent, with copies to the District and County Councillors. Gordon Marples offer to attend the next Planning Committee meeting to be accepted.

9. Granary adjacent to Oldlands Mill. The letter dated 7 April 2009 from WSCC to the Chairman of the Oldland Mill Trust was noted and a letter is to be sent to the County Councillor expressing disappointment in this response. As it seems likely this application will be approved, it was suggested that as many people as possible attend the Planning Committee meeting at MSDC. 

10. Children’s Play Area, Parklands Road. The letter dated 2 April 2009 from MSDC, which had been referred to the committee from the Parish Council (minute 09/62 refers) was considered. The Assistant is to write to MSDC suggesting that a compromise be reached, as although the Committee fully supports the need for the additional pre-school nursery space, it considers that as much as possible of the play equipment should be retained in its present site.

11. Date of Next Meeting. 11 May 2009 at 7.30 pm.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.55 pm.

Chairman........................................           

Date..........................................

