HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 21 January 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, 

Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
David Cumberland (Chairman)
Derek Swaine



Chris Bere



Frank Rylance



Alan Berry



Noel Thomas



Mavis Flowers


Robert Yates



Jose Gargett



Bill Hatton (for items 4-       

                                                                                                      10)

Clerk: Linda Baker

1. Apologies for Absence. None.

2. Declarations of Interest. Chris Bere declared an interest in item 9.

3. Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on 5 November 2009. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. Minutes of the Sports Pavilion Redevelopment Committee Meetings held on 19 November and 16 December 2008. The minutes were accepted by the committee. David Cumberland reported that at the Sports Pavilion Redevelopment Committee Meeting held on 20 January 2009, the points raised at the 13 January 2009 Parish Council meeting, and subsequent comments on the design of the new pavilion, had been considered, and the architects were redesigning the sports pavilion taking account of the comments, and were also obtaining a cost estimate for the new pavilion. The committee were working to a total budget of £400,000, including demolition costs, and this budget would not be exceeded.

Members expressed some concern that the proposed building was larger than the current pavilion, and about the proposal to have a glass front to the lounge area. It was hoped that the final design would be put to the full council for approval.

Noel Thomas said he was supportive of the project, but had some concerns about:

· Removing the existing garages. He asked if provision would be made for the storage of the contents of the garages while the building works were taking place

· The need for, and cost of the Tree Survey

· The choice of CDM Co-ordinator, and the cost of the work

· Whether a site waste plan was being prepared

· The design and whether it was appropriate in the Adastra Park

· The size of the proposed building, against the original brief of working in the existing footprint

· The cost of the new sports pavilion

Bill Hatton said that the council had agreed the appointment of Ecotecture to produce an innovative, “green” design, for a building the village could be proud of, and this is what was happening. Issues such as the garages would be dealt with as part of the overall scheme. 

The committee noted the recent developments on the design preparation. It was agreed that a letter would be sent to Ecotecture expressing concern about the cost of the tree survey, and querying the choice of companies quoting to act as CDM co-ordinator.    

5 Adastra Park

a) Hedging, North Field. It was noted that the hedge had now been planted, and Derek Swaine was thanked for his work in obtaining and organising the planting of the hedge. 
 

b) Oak and Silver Birch. The replacement oak had been planted near the car park, and the three silver birches had been planted next to the Groundsman’s Garage. The Hassocks Horticultural Society, and a local resident had paid for two of the silver birch trees.

c) Request for a Cycle Path. A request from the Hassocks Community Partnership for a cycle path around the football pitches for 8-10 year old children was considered. It was agreed that this would not be feasible because of the cost, there would be no method of ensuring that only young children used the path and it was likely to encourage used by older cyclists, motor bikes etc, and there were health and safety issues if cyclists were using a purpose built path while ball sports were taking place. A response would be sent to the HCP. 

d) Hassocks Croquet Club. The committee agreed the request from the club for fees to be paid per week rather than per session.

e) Junior Football Goals. The goals used by the juniors were in need of replacement. RESOLVED that two new gaols, and a spare net be purchased, at a cost not exceeding £300, the cost to be met from the play equipment budget. David Cumberland would liase with the Junior football Club on the type of goals they required.

f) Tree Surgery on the Red Oak near the Skatepark. Two quotations for removing dead branches were considered. RESOLVED that the quotation from Bartlett Tree experts, for the sum of £480, plus VAT, be accepted.

g) Ad Hoc Assistance to the Groundsman. It was agreed that Tony Chaitow be appointed to assist the Groundsman on an ad hoc basis, and to undertake park keeping duties when the Groundsman was on leave 
6. Allotments. Robert Yates, chair of the Hassocks Allotment Holders Association, tabled a report on the allotment plots and other issues. It was agreed that a letter would be sent to all allotment holders, with a recommended cultivation percentage on each plot, depending on how long the tenant had held the plot. Robert Yates would liase with the Parish Office on the preparation of the letters. Joint monitoring inspections of all plots by the HAHA and members of the committee would take place in May, June, July, August and September 2009. The committee members to take part would be agreed at the next meeting. 

7. Burial Ground. 

a) Path. MSDC had indicated that a block paving path was required, in materials to match the existing path, to make sure it was in keeping with the area, and not detrimental to the ANOB or Conservation Area. Quotations had been obtained for a paving path, which ranged from £5,550 to £6,225. It was agreed that MSDC would be asked why a paving path was required, when they had confirmed that planning permission was not required.

b) Memorial Bench. It was agreed that the request for a memorial bench would be granted, the cost of the bench and installation to be met by the resident, but that the number of benches in the Burial Ground would be restricted to six.  

c) Trees. The offer from the Mid Sussex Tree Group of a Scots Pine, Austrian Pine and Wild Cherry was considered. It was agreed that committee members would visit the site before the next meeting to assess whether these trees, or a Black Poplar, offered by Robert Yates, could be accommodated in the Burial Ground, and where they might be planted, bearing in mind their maximum height. 

8. RESOLVED that in view of the special nature of the business about to be transacted under item 9, it is advisable in the public interest that these items be treated as confidential and the public be invited to withdraw. There were no members of the public present. 

9. Adastra Bowling Club. A confidential resolution was agreed, which would be put to the Parish Council. It was agreed that a meeting would be arranged with the Adastra Bowling Club to discuss any issues of mutual interest.

10. Date of Next Meeting. !8 March 2009 at 7.30 pm.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20 pm.

Chairman............................................... 

Date............................................................  
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