HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee Meeting held 

on Tuesday 23 March 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, 

Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present: 
Derek Swaine  (Chairman)

Leslie Campbell



Alan Berry



Jose Gargett



Phil Mead



Sue Hatton

Clerk: Linda Baker


1. Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from Bill Hatton and Noel Thomas..
2. Declarations of Interest. None.
3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 19 January 2010.  The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
4. Trees, Woodsland Road. It was noted that WSCC had carried out the pollarding, and the response dated 16 February 2010 from WSCC regarding replanting was noted. It was agreed that WSCC would be asked if new trees could be planted at the north end of Woodsland Road.
5. Update on Planting Projects in the Village. Derek Swaine reported that a new hedge had been planted on the north side of the Adastra Park under the auspices of the Grounds Committee. It was hoped to plant miniature daffodils under some road signs next season and councillors were asked to note where spring bulbs were coming up under road signs this year to avoid duplication.
6. Footpaths.

a) Public Footpath 18C/12K. It was noted that the footbridge had been replaced. There were concerns about the quality of the work, and it was agreed that Jon Perks at WSCC would be contacted to express HPC’s concerns, copied to Colin Wilsdon. 
b) Footpath 5bK. Leslie Campbell reported that a tree had fallen across the pathway. It was agreed that Darren Rolfe at WSCC would be contacted to ask if he could arrange to have the tree removed. The tree was on private land, but HPC did not know the landowner.
c) Highways Act 1980 – Section 31(6). The correspondence dated 22 February 2010 from WSCC regarding Pangdean Farm, Pangdean farm track and land at Halfway and Poynings Manor was noted.
7. Finger Posts. Two quotations had been obtained for repairs to the Clayton and Stonepound finger posts. It was agreed that the quotation from JAKK for refurbishing of the post at Stonepound, and refurbishing the post at Clayton, at a total cost of £947.50 would be accepted, provided that HPC could obtain a 50% grant from WSCC. 
8. War Memorial, Keymer Church. Quotations had been obtained for repainting all the names on the memorial, or the names on the front slab. REOLVED TO RECOMMEND that the quotation to repaint the letters on the front slab of the war memorial at St Cosmos & St Damian church, in the sum of £187, should be accepted, the cost to be met from contingencies.
9. Proposed Bus Shelter outside Alan’s Fish & Chip Bar, Keymer Road. A letter had been sent to the Fish Bar regarding a possible shelter, but no response had been received. WSCC Highways had responded that there were concerns about a shelter in this location because of the suspect wall and supporting ground the other side, and they suggested that HPC get consultants to assess the area. It was agreed that a response should be sent to WSCC asking if the WSCC Engineering Team had yet given advice.
10. Road Mirror. WSCC had advised that they would not consider an application for a road mirror opposite the entrance to the Adastra Park, as these were not nationally recognised and could be potentially hazardous. It was agreed that the Hassocks Community Association would be advised of this response. It was agreed that Colin Wilsdon would be asked to raise the question of parking restrictions outside the Adastra car park through the CLC.
11. Heritage Lighting. WSCC had advised that detailed costs for heritage lighting would not be available until three months prior to installation, which would be January 2013, but that the cost would be in the region of £1,000 per column. It was agreed that the cost would be prohibitive.   
12. Response to Severe Weather Events. It was agreed to defer consideration of this item until the next meeting, when the MSDC report on the statutory authorities response  to the severe weather in December 2009 and January 2010 would be available.

13. Highways.
a) Clayton Mills Development. RESOLVED that the two new street names to be forwarded to MSDC would be Flowers Close and Chestnut Drive. Sue Hatton reported that she had contacted MSDC regarding the naming and numbering of the development in Orchard Lane, and would report back to the committee.
b) Village Sign. Three responses had been received from the public following the article in Talk About. Two thought that Oldland Mill should be featured as it was older than Jack & Jill, and one thought that the sign should be outside Carols Cafe, or Eric Marchants. Other suggestions at the meeting were in the raised beds in the centre of the village, or at the southern end of Grand Avenue. It was agreed that the location would be reconsidered when HPC decided to take this project forward. 
14. Date of Next Meeting. 4 May 2010 at 7.30 pm.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45 pm. 

Chairman...............................................

Date........................................................
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