HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE NINETH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD 

ON TUESDAY 26 MAY 2009 AT 8.00PM IN THE PARISH 

CENTRE, ADASTRA PARK, HASSOCKS.

Present: Bill Hatton (Chairman), David Cumberland (Vice-Chairman), Alan Berry, Leslie Campbell, Judith Foot, Sue Hatton, Phil Mead, Patreick Shanahan, Derek Swaine, Noel Thomas, and 3 members of the public.

Clerk: Linda Baker

1. Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from Kristian Berggreen and Mavis Flowers.

2. Minutes of the Eighth Annual Meeting held on 20 May 2008. The minutes were accepted as a correct record.

3. Report by the Chairman. A copy of the Chairman’s Report is attached.

4. Report by Committee Chairmen. Reports were received from the Grounds Committee, Environment Committee, Policy, Resources and Communications Committee, and Planning Committee (copies attached)

5. Open Forum. Questions were asked by the public.

· Sian Phillips thanked the councillors and staff for the work they do, but suggested that councillors needed to be more involved in the community, and promote the work of the Parish Council more. For example, HPC took over responsibility for the gardens at Hassocks Station from Keymer PC, and she maintains the gardens on HPC’s behalf, but while other groups such as the HCP, HAA, Adopt a Station etc take credit for work on improving the station, the role of HPC is never recognised.

Bill Hatton said that the Parish Council was aware of the need to promote its work. The Business Plan would bring together the aims and objectives of the council, and enable the council to work with other groups in the village to achieve its aims, without duplication of effort.  Councillors pointed out that HPC did communicate with the public through a quarterly newsletter and articles in Talk About. 1,500 copies of the Business Plan would be printed and distributed, and it was suggested that some form of analysis should be undertaken to find out how many residents read the Business Plan, and what their views on it were. Local people did appreciate the work of the Parish Council, and were appreciative of facilities like the Adastra Park.     

      Sian Phillips mentioned the Parish walk on 4 May 2009, which only one Parish Councillor, the walk leader, Leslie Campbell had taken part in. Leslie said that he was disappointed that other councillors had not participated, but it had been held on a bank holiday when people may have had other commitments

· A resident of Dale Avenue had asked about the 20 mph speed limit outside the Infants and Windmills schools. He said that where the signs were positioned in Dale Avenue, traffic coming in from Windmill Avenue and Highlands Close would not be aware of the speed restriction.    

It was agreed the positioning of the speed limit signs should be taken up with WSCC through County Councillor Colin Wilsdon. There was no 20 mph limit outside the Infants school. It was thought this had been mooted when the entrance to the school was in Keymer Road. 

· A resident asked about planning matters, the application for housing at The Weald, and Clayton Mills.

Bill Hatton responded that the Parish Council had recommended refusal of the application for housing at the Weald Lawn Tennis & Squash Club on the grounds that it was outside the built up area, and because of infrastructure concerns, but the decision on the application would be for MSDC, the planning authority. Barratts had submitted a further planning application in respect of phase 2 of the Clayton Mills development. 

The Chairman thanked the members of the public present for attending, and closed the meeting at 9.10 pm.

