HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on Monday 30 March 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present: 
Kristian Berggreen (Chairman)
Judith Foot



Leslie Campbell


Noel Thomas




Mavis Flowers


Frank Rylance



Phil Mead

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were five members of the public.

1. Apologies for Absence. An apology for absence was received from Bill Hatton.

2. Declarations of Interest. None.

The meeting was adjourned for public participation. Three members of the public spoke to oppose application HA/09/00518/FUL, Downsview, Wellhouse Lane, Burgess Hill

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 9 March 2009. The minutes were taken as read, agreed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. Applications

HA/09/00111/FUL Land Off Brighton Road, Hassocks

Proposed stables.

Response: recommend refusal.

The application is un-neighbourly, as the proposed stables will be very close to the adjoining properties, and will block natural light from those properties. The stables could be more sympathetically sited, away from the adjoining properties. There are also safety concerns about horses accessing the A273, which is a very busy road, as there are no bridle-ways near the proposed stables. 

HA/09/00393/REM Barratt Development at Hassocks off Mackie Avenue (Phase 2A) Hassocks.

Reserved matters of HA/04/02311/OUT, layout, landscaping details of 10 dwellings.

Response: recommend refusal.

While the council understands the difficulties facing developers in the current climate, this should not override the principle that housing types should be mixed in developments of this sort, and that social housing should not be clustered in one area. Concentrating social housing in one area in the way proposed will not create a diverse and vibrant community, and may lead to future problems of management and stigma. MSDC should not compromise its policy on creating a mix of housing because of short term market difficulties.  

HA/09/00518/FUL Downsview, Wellhouse Lane, Burgess Hill.

Retrospective planning application for use of a summerhouse as an office with associated parking.

Response: recommend refusal.

The use of the summerhouse as an office is unsuitable in this location, and detrimental to the amenities of the area. It is un-neighbourly in respect of the additional traffic and noise created. Wellhouse Lane is a public footpath, and there are safety concerns about the additional traffic generated by the business activities being carried out at Downsview. If permission were granted, it would create a precedent for similar developments in what is currently a quiet residential area. The adjacent field is being used for car parking, and this should be reinstated to grass, and the entrance closed. 

HA/09/00641/TREE Ockendens Wood, Brighton Road, Hassocks.

Re-coppice hazel over 5 years by cutting one compartment a year.

Response: recommend approval.

HA/09/00699/TREE Rosemount, North Bank, Hassocks  

Oak, reduce high bough on west by 2 metres.

Response: recommend approval.

HA/09/00495/FUL 30 Manor Avenue, Hassocks

First floor extension.

Response: recommend approval.

HA/09/00506/FUL Land Adjacent to 30 Shepherds Walk, Hassocks.

Detached 3 bedroom dwelling. Addition of enclosed porch. Confirmation of details relating to previous conditions 4,11 and 13.

Response: recommend approval.

HA/09/00558/FUL Station Goods Yard, Keymer Road, Hassocks.

Erection of semi-permanent car wash canopy.

Response: recommend approval.

HA/09/00595/FUL 101 Grand Avenue, Hassocks.

Part conversion of existing garage. 

Response: recommend approval.

HA/09/00591/FUL 17 The Close, Hassocks. 

Single storey front extension.

Response: recommend approval.

HA/09/00761/FUL 44 Manor Avenue, Hassocks. 

Single storey rear extension and terrace.

The plans were not yet available. It was agreed that Kristian Berggreen and Frank Rylance should be authorised to respond on behalf of the council when the plans were received.

5. Results.

The following Approval was noted:

HA/08/03091/FUL 78 Keymer Road, Hassocks

The following Lawful Development Certificate had been granted

HA/08/04001/LDC 44 Manor Avenue, Hassocks 

The following Refusal was noted

HA/08/03090/FUL 78 Keymer Road, Hassocks

The following application had gone to Appeal

EF/08/130 and EF/08/130/A Downsview, Wellhouse Lane, Burgess Hill

6. Mackie Avenue Development.  There was nothing to report.

7. Station Goods Yard. The letter dated 11 March 2009 from MSDC was noted.
8. Adastra Place. The letter dated 30 March 2009 from Nick Rogers at MSDC was noted. Noel Thomas would draft a response, to be circulated to the committee for comment. A copy of Nick Rogers’ letter would be circulated to the District Councillors, indicating the HPC had concerns about the development, and asking for their comments.  

9. Date of Next Meeting. 20 April 2009 at 7.30 pm.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10 pm.

Chairman........................................           

Date..........................................

