HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 4 May 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Derek Swaine (Chairman)

Sue Hatton



Leslie Campbell


Noel Thomas



Alan Berry



Phil Mead

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were two members of the public.


1. Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from Jose Gargett and Bill Hatton.
2. Declarations of Interest. None. 

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 23 March 2010. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
4. Clayton Mills Development: Street Naming and Renumbering. The briefing paper prepared by MSDC was considered. RESOLVED that MSDC would be asked to change the name of part of Sycamore Way to Elm Tree Close, rather than Flowers Close.
5. Planting Projects. Derek Swaine reported that the replanting of the hanging and flower baskets for the village was underway. MSDC were offering Green Heritage Grants for environmental projects again this year. Phil Mead would submit an application for £500 for tree planting, and the Grounds Committee would be asked to consider if there were any projects the committee wished to put forward.
6. Footpaths.
a) Public Footpath 18C/12K. The response from WSCC on the footbridge was noted.
b) Footpath 5bK. It was noted that the tree on the footpath had been removed. 
c) Footpath 21K. It had been reported that part of the bank of the bridge was beginning to collapse into the stream. It was agreed that Leslie Campbell and Derek Swaine would make a site visit and the matter would be reviewed at the next meeting. If they were of the view that the state of the bank needed immediate attention, a letter would be sent to WSCC. 
d) WSCC Public Rights of Way Routine Maintenance. An email from WSCC regarding the amount of footpath clearance which had been carried out in the parish had been circulated. Councillors thought it would be of use to know in greater detail which areas had been cleared, and it was agreed that WSCC would be asked to provide this information.            

7. Fingerposts. It was noted that WSCC had confirmed a 50% grant towards the cost of finger post maintenance, and that the work had been commissioned from JAKK.
8. Proposed Bus Shelter outside Alan’s Fish & Chip Bar, Keymer Road. WSCC had advised that the Bus Shelter Grant Scheme had been withdrawn. WSCC Highways had confirmed that HPC would need to commission a consultant’s report into the suitability of the site in Keymer Road, because of the steep embankment and the need to have space to carry out maintenance on the wall. It was agreed not to pursue the matter as HPC did not have the funding for a new shelter.
9. Parking Restrictions outside the Adastra Park Car Park. The issue had been raised at the 27 April CLC meeting, and HPC had confirmed in writing to WSCC Highways that the council would like parking restrictions introduced on safety grounds.
10. Response to Severe Weather Events. The MSDC Draft Guidance For Response to Severe Weather, and the WSCC report on the Snow Summit were noted. It was agreed that before any plans were put in place, councils needed clear guidance on the legal position on clearing snow. The council could consider precepting towards the cost of snow clearance, and Derek Swaine would liaise with Age Concern to see if anything could be done to help people at risk.
11. Date of Next Meeting. 6 July 2010 at 7.30 pm.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45 pm.
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