HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Policy, Resources and Communications Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 7 January 2009 at

7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Patrick Shanahan (Chairman)

Phil Mead



Bill Hatton




Judith Foot 



Kristian Berggreen

Clerk: Linda Baker

1. Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from Frank Rylance, and Jose Gargett, who were unwell, and from Mavis Flowers, who was away..

2. Declarations of Interest. None.

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 4 December 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. Business Plan 2009-14. 
a) Business Plan. Patrick Shanahan tabled a draft of the Business Plan, revised in accordance with the changes agreed at the previous meeting. Trevor Leggo of SALC had not been available to attend the present meeting. The draft was approved, and it was agreed that Phil Mead would proof read the draft. Patrick Shanahan and Phil Mead would meet Trevor Leggo to discuss the Business Plan, with a view to putting a final version to the 10 February 2009 Parish Council meeting for approval. 

b) Action Plans .Draft Action Plans were tabled. It was agreed that the Action Plans would be circulated to Committee Chairmen for them to agree a timetable of actions once the Business Plan had been approved by council.   

c) Financial Implications. The financial implications would be considered once the council committees had agreed the timetable.

5. Work Programme. 

a) Website. David Cumberland had been upgrading the website to improve the layout, and it was agreed that this had been very successful. 

b) Business Rate. Bill Hatton had contacted the Valuation Office Agency in Worthing regarding the level of Business Rate charged on the Parish Centre. He had been advised that the current valuation was correct, but would lodge an appeal, which can now be done on line.

c) Youth Affairs. The committee considered a paper prepared by Judith Foot, and discussed ways of getting young people involved in the Parish Council, and looking at what additional facilities the council could provide for young people. A number of suggestions were made, including monitoring use of the facilities in the Adastra Park, councillors going into schools to talk to young people, providing an Adventure Area for the 11-12 age group, providing a Youth Shelter, holding joint exhibitions with schools on issues like health. It was agreed that;

i) the Sports Pavilion Sub Committee would be asked to consult young people on what facilities they would like to see in the new sports pavilion

ii) Bill Hatton and Judith Foot would discuss an agenda for talking to young people in local schools about what facilities they would like, and how they could be more involved in the work of the council.

d) Timetable for the 2010/11 Precept. Patrick Shanahan would consider a timetable for discussion at the next meeting.

e) Capital Budget. Patrick Shanahan would write to Committee Chairman about their capital budgets.

f) Other Projects. There were no other projects at the moment.

6. Review of the Mid Sussex Crime and Disorder Reduction Community Safety Plan 2008-2011. The Parish Council had asked the committee to review the Plan. The committee were supportive of the Plan. Patrick Shanahan would review the Plan to see if there were any initiatives the Parish Council could follow up on, and would circulate a note on these. Patrick Shanahan would also follow up on the Residents’ Panel, which had not met for some time.

7. Date of Next Meeting. 3 March 2009 at 7.30 pm.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00 pm.

Chairman............................

Date....................................     
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