HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on

Tuesday 7 April 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks

Present:
Derek Swaine (Chairman)

Jose Gargett



Leslie Campbell


Alan Berry



Phil Mead                    

Noel Thomas



Bill Hatton

Clerk: Linda Baker

In attendance: Michelle Binks, Hassocks Community Partnership Visitor Group.

1.  Apologies for Absence. An apology for absence was received from Sue Hatton. 
2. Declarations of Interest. None.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 17 February 2009. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. Presentation by the Hassocks Community Partnership Visitor Group. Michelle Binks said that the group were hoping to encourage visitors, and prepare for Hassocks becoming the gateway to the new South Downs National Park, and one are which they were looking at was signage in the village. An audit of the village signs had been undertaken, and proposals were being put forward to improve signage. Funding was available for improvements from bodies like SEEDA. 

The committee were supportive of the initiative, and a review of signage was one of the actions identified in the council’s Business Plan. It was pointed out that any proposals for changes to signage would need to be discussed and agreed with WSCC, the highway authority. It was agreed that a copy of the Visitor Group’s signage audit, and their proposals for improvements, should be circulated to the committee so that the details could be discussed at the next Environment Committee meeting.  

5. Tree Planting. Following discussion, it was RESOLVED;

a) that WSCC be asked to confirm if replacement trees will be planted where trees have been felled or will be felled in the village, including Farnham Avenue and Stanford Avenue, and if there will be any consultation on the species being replanted, 

b) that WSCC be asked if they could notify HPC in advance of felling/pruning schedules in the village

c) that HPC, in consultation with WSCC and residents, arrange for 8-10 trees to be planted in Damian Way and 25-27 trees to be planted in Dale Avenue in 2009/10, the cost to be met from the HPC tree budget, and with a contribution of £1,000 from the HAA towards planting in Dale Avenue.

d) that consideration is given to a tree planting scheme for Downsview Road and the surrounding area, in consultation with residents, to take place when funds are available and

e) that OS maps, at a cost of £34 per map, be purchased as necessary for compiling tree planting schemes, the cost to be met from the tree planting budget. Bill Hatton would contact Downlands to see if schools had any facility for obtaining OS maps at a discounted price.     
6. Planting Projects

a) Sorting Office, Keymer Road. The granite troughs had been delivered, and Maple Leaf Gardens had agreed to plant them. 

b) Wall Opposite Budgens. Bill Hatton had spoken to the resident who owned this area, and they had no objections to the small retaining wall and planting. 

c) General Planting. The WSCC Youth Offenders Team had prepared some areas for planting near the age Concern car park, and on the bank behind QD Stationery. These areas would be planted shortly.

7. Hassocks in Bloom Competition 2009. Entry forms would be available at the end of May, and judging would take place in the week commencing 13 July 2009. A schools poster competition was being organised, and the posters would be used to advertise the event. The competition would be advertised in talk about. Garden Pride had agreed to sponsor the competition. 

8. Flooding on Footpath 7K, Woodsland Road/Little Copse Road.  

a) Drain. It was noted that the BHTC Maintenance Team had cleared out the drain, and WSCC Highways were investigating the cause of the flooding.   

b) Dog Bin. RESOLVED that a 60 litre dog bin should be purchased an installed in the Woodsland Road area, at a cost of approximately £300, plus £122 per year for emptying. The cost of the bin would be met from the Street Furniture budget. Derek Swaine and Leslie Campbell would decide where the new bin should be sited.  

9. Action Plan. The draft Action Plan initiatives to be undertaken by the Environment Committee were agreed. 

10. Christmas Lights. It was noted that, following discussion at the Parish Council Meeting, minute 09/38 (e) refers, a meeting would be arranged on 19 May 2009 at 8.00 pm with local groups and the Hassocks Traders to discuss the Christmas lights,  
11. Date of Next Meeting. 16 June 2009 at 7.30 pm.
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20  pm.
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