HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Policy, Resources and Communications Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 7 July 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Patrick Shanahan (Chairman)
Phil Mead



Kristian Berggreen


Frank Rylance



Judith Foot

Clerk: Linda Baker

1. Apologies for Absence. Apologies were received from Mavis Flowers and Jose Gargett.
2. Committee Chairman. Patrick Shanahan was elected as Chairman of the committee for 2009/10.
3. Declarations of Interest. None.
4. Minutes of the meeting held on 5 May 2009. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the committee, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
5. 2009-2014 Business Plan
a) Progress with Printing. A colour draft was tabled, which would be proof read after the meeting. The final version was required by 10 July 2009 for printing. Phil Mead was thanked by the committee for his hard work in getting the material ready for the printer. A Summary Action Plan was circulated, and approved, subject to some revisions by the committee. 
b) Hassocks on View. The front cover and the objectives of the Business Plan would be displayed at Hassocks on View. Phil Mead would contact the printers to see if A3 coloured pages could be printed.
6. Review of the Mid Sussex Crime and Disorder Reduction Community Safety Plan 2008-2011. It was agreed that this would be included in the work programme for the committee.
7. Review of Work Programme.

a) Work Programme. Patrick Shanahan would prepare a draft work programme for the committee, and circulate it before the next meeting, when the committee would discuss timing, and who would be responsible for each action.
b) Quarterly Newsletter. It was agreed that the Parish Council Chairman would be asked if it was his intention to publish the council’s annual report in Talk About.
c) Business Rate. A ruling was awaited from the valuation office.
d) Youth Affairs. Judith Foot had attended a WSCC conference on youth matters with Bill Hatton and Sue Hatton. Suzanna Conway of WSCC was arranging a meeting at the Beacon Centre in September, and Judith Foot would attend. Judith Foot would contact WSCC to find out the summer schedule for the WSCC Youth Bus, and Patrick Shanahan would contact AIRS about their youth bus. Judith Foot would contact the Beacon Centre to find out what youth activities they were planning in Adastra Park in the summer. Judith Foot and Bill Hatton would talk to young people in local schools to find out what facilities they would like and how they could be more involved in the work of the council,( as agreed at the 7 January 2009 PR&C meeting, minute 5 (c) (ii) refers)
e) Website. The committee were satisfied with the council’s website following the changes made by David Cumberland. It was agreed that the website would be reviewed next year.
f) Shoppers Map. The map was now within budget, so the council’s contribution, as agreed by full council, would be £100.
g) Resident’s Panel. PCSO Emma Collett had arranged a meeting of the Residents’ Panel on 13 August 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre. Details had been circulated to all councillors. It was important that the Parish Council was represented, and it was RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND that the council appoint representatives to join the Residents’ Panel.
h) Capital Budget. Patrick Shanahan would draw up proposals 
i) Timetable for the Precept 2010/11/ Patrick Shanahan would draw up proposals.
8. Tree Planting Policy and Strategy Statement. The committee considered the Tree Planting Policy and Strategy Statement. They were approved, subject to comments made at the meeting, and it was RESOLVED that they should be put to the Environment Committee for approval, together with a recommendation that the council allocate £15,000 from free reserves to set up a tree planting fund, and agree an annual budget of £2,000 for tree planting. It was acknowledged that it was the responsibility of the Environment Committee to put the tree planting policy and strategy to full council for approval, (copies attached). Phil Mead would talk to the Chairman of the Environment Committee, Derek Swaine, about the proposals.

9. Date of Next Meeting. 28 September 2009.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45 pm.

Chairman.........................

Date..................................
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