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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 9 February 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present: 
Bill Hatton (Chairman)
Sue Hatton



Kristian Berggreen

Phil Mead



Alan Berry


Frank Rylance



Leslie Campbell

Patrick Shanahan



Jose Gargett


Derek Swaine

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were PCSO Eve Todhunter, County Councillor Colin Wilsdon and two members of the public.

10/15 Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from Chris Bere, David Cumberland, Mavis Flowers, Judith Foot and Frank Rylance.

10/16 Declarations of Interest. None.

The meeting was adjourned for public participation. A note of the questions and answers is attached at Appendix 1.
10/17 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12 January 2010. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

10/18 Reports

a) Police Report. PCSO Eve Todhunter reported on:
· Anti social behaviour outside the Greyhound public house: anyone with information should contact PCSO Emma Collett or ring Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111
· An arrest had been made in regard to car damage during the snow period

· PC Keith Convey had joined the Neighbourhood Policing Team (Sgt Alexander had emailed details to HPC)

· Neighbourhood Panel: the next meeting was on 18 February 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre. Bill Hatton would attend on behalf of HPC.

b) District Councillor’s Report. Sue Hatton reported on:
· Core Strategy. Consideration of the Core Strategy had been deferred at the December Council meeting, and further work was being done on the Core strategy.
· Water Companies. The MSDC cabinet member for Environment and Planning had held discussions with local water companies about supplies for new development. A test case in Wales had indicated that developers had an absolute right to connect.
c) County Councillor’s Report. Colin Wilsdon reported on:
· WSCC Budget for 2010/11. This was going to council on 12 February 2010, and it was expected that a council tax rise of 2.5% would be approved. 
· South Downs National Park. It was likely that WSCC would take over responsibility for rights of way in the Park when the South Downs Joint Committee was wound up. 
· Hassocks Community Partnership Tourism Group: Cycle Hire Facility. SEEDA  had awarded a grant of £10,000 and the WSCC CLC had awarded £6,000 to the project. It would be launched on 26 June 2010.
d) Planning Committee Meeting, 25 January 2010. The minutes were accepted by the council.
e) Environment Committee Meeting, 19 January 2010. The minutes of the meeting were accepted by the council.
f) Grounds Committee Meeting, 20 January 2010. The minutes of the meeting were accepted by the council.
g) Adastra Park Community Centre Sub Committee Meeting, 21 January 2010. The minutes of the meeting were accepted by the council. It was confirmed that the decision on the start date for the rebuilding would be taken by full council.
h) Rail Matters. Leslie Campbell reported on the items discussed at the Rail Group meeting held on 15 January 2010, including:
· “gating”  Hassocks Station from summer 2010 (Bill Hatton reported that a meeting was being held on 26 February 2010 with representatives of HPC and the Rail Group to discuss the proposals)
· Poor service being provided by First Capital Connect

· Snow clearance of the car park (Chris Bere was commended for offering to arrange clearance of the east side car park if Network Rail provided salt etc)

· Additional rolling stock from May 2010 

· Special offers on tickets being unavailable when the ticket office was unmanned

· Friends of Hassocks Station would be undertaking planting in the spring

· No further information on the station or car park improvements
i) Meetings of Outside Bodies.

· Noel Thomas will circulate minutes of the West Sussex meeting of local councils.

· LINKS. Patrick Shanahan will circulate a digest of the projects being undertaken by West Sussex Links

10/19 Chairman’s Remarks.

a) WSCC CLC Meeting 27 January 2010. Bill Hatton and Noel Thomas had attended. The question of road adoption on new developments had been raised, and the Beacon Centre had been discussed. The Hassocks Boxing Club had been given a grant, and the Club was training at Downlands.
b) Burgess Hill Core Strategy. A meeting had been held with Mike Livesey on 14 January 2010, and notes of the meeting had been circulated.
c) Traffic Calming, Grand Avenue. A meeting had been held with Andy Howick of WSCC on 28 January 2010, and notes of the meeting had been circulated.
d) Meeting with Downlands. A meeting with the Headteacher and Chair of Governors had been held on 9 February 2010.  
10/20 Clerk’s Report. There were no matters to report.

10/21 Financial Report. The Financial report for January 2010 and list of cheques presented was approved, and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

10/22 WSCC South Mid Sussex County Local Committee. The letter dated 26 January 2010 from WSCC on feedback from the questionnaire and meetings with town and parish councils was considered. Members discussed the future operation on the CLCs and agreed that the current system was working satisfactorily, and that district wide committees would not be as effective. RESOLVED that a letter would be sent to WSCC supporting the retention of the CLCs in their current form.

10/23 WSCC Street Lighting PFI. It was noted that WSCC have signed a 25 year contract with Southern Electric, and that column installations in Hassocks will commence in 2013. The South Coast Street Lighting Maintenance and Electricity Supply Agreement had been received from WSCC and the Chairman was authorised to sign the Agreement on behalf of HPC. It was agreed that WSCC would be asked when HPC would need to make a decision on heritage lighting, and the Environment Committee would consider this issue.. 

10/24 Mobile Refuse Collections. RESOLVED that six mobile refuse collections would be funded:

2010

May: Dale Avenue

June: Belmont Close

August: Dale Avenue

September: Belmont Close

November: Dale Avenue

2011

February: Dale Avenue.

10/25 English National Concessionary Travel Scheme. The letter dated 14 January 2010 from MSDC regarding changes to the age eligibility for bus travel was noted.

10/26 Correspondence.

a) WSCC Library Services. The letter dated 2 February 2010 from Brad Watson OBE, Cabinet Member for Communications, was noted.  Hassocks Library would have a session for public comment on 12 February 2010 from 10.00 am to 12.00 noon, and councillors were urged to attend to put their views.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at

 9.05 pm.

Chairman...........................................

Date.................................................
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