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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 9 March 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Bill Hatton (Chairman)

Jose Gargett



Kristian Berggreen


Sue Hatton



David Cumberland


Phil Mead



Judith Foot    


Frank Rylance



Patrick Shanahan

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were District Councillor Gordon Marples, PCSO Emma Collett, County Councillor Colin Wilsdon and one member of the public.
10/27 Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from Chris Bere, Alan Berry, Leslie Campbell, who was away, Derek Swaine, Mavis Flowers and Noel Thomas who were unwell.

10/28 Declarations of Interest. None. 

The meeting was adjourned for public participation. There were no questions from the public. 
10/29 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9 February 2010. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

10/30 Reports. 

a) Police Report  PCSO Emma Collett reported on:
· Crime reports were down, but a wheel had been taken from a car in the Dale Avenue car park, and equipment had been taken from Clayton Mills.

· The Neighbourhood Panel was focussing on behaviour of schoolchildren, in consultation with the schools and School Liaison Officer, and parking problems. A survey of residents on parking issues was being carried out in the Stanford Avenue area, and the results would be copied to HPC and MSDC. 
b) District Councillor’s Report.  District Councillor Gordon Marples reported on:
· Council tax increase of 2.5% agreed

· Changes to MSDC staff allowances, phased in over 3 years

· Planning application HA/10/00384/FUL 28 Church Mead, Hassocks would be going to the South Area Planning Committee.

· Deloittes had confirmed that Lloyds Bank would not be continuing to finance the Thornfield companies in Mid Sussex, so it was not expected that the three town centre schemes would continue.
· Clayton Mills development, street sweeping. Steve Ashdown at MSDC would be asked to respond to HPC’s correspondence on the noise nuisance.

· The signage at the Orion car park regarding parking discs was being looked at following a complaint from a member of the public.

c) County Councillor’s Report. County Councillor Colin Wilsdon reported on:

· WSCC budget, £2m reduction in Youth Services. It was not yet known how the cuts would be made.

· Survey of parents of children who entered Hassocks Infants School in September 2009. A copy had been circulated to WSCC, the Headteacher, and Governors, and once they had responded, a copy would be sent to HPC.
· Measures to recruit newly qualified social workers. Experienced social workers were being recruited from the US.

· £2m had been transferred from the footway repair budget to repair potholes in the highway.

d) Planning Committee Meeting, 15 February 2010. The minutes were accepted by the council.
e) Policy, Resources &Communications Committee Meeting, 17 February 2010. The minutes were accepted by the council. RESOLVED that a steering group would be set up to look at the council’s website and assess whether it met the council’s requirements; if it did not, assess whether a new website was required, and, if so, develop proposals for consideration by the council. The steering group members would be Frank Rylance, David Cumberland, Sue Hatton and Patrick Shanahan.
f) Adastra Park Community Centre Sub Committee Meeting, 3 March 2010. The minutes were accepted by the council.
g) Rail Matters. Bill Hatton had attended a meeting on 26 February 2010 regarding the introduction of barriers at Hassocks station, and a note of the meeting had been circulated.
h) Meetings of Outside Bodies. Judith Foot had attended a meeting of the Hassocks Community Partnership. The HCP was now a limited company. The cycle project was progressing, and a cycle ride round the village would take place on 18 June 2010 to publicise the scheme.
10/31 Chairman’s Remarks.

a) MSALC/MSDC Conference, 9 April 2010. Sue Hatton and Patrick Shanahan would be attending in other capacities, and it was agreed that Bill Hatton and Phil Mead would attend on behalf of HPC.
b) Invitation from Wald-Michelbach. A letter had been received from the Burgermeister of Wald-Michelbach inviting representatives of the Parish Council to visit from 2-4 July 2010 to coincide with the town’s Volkfest. Councillors were asked to let the Clerk know if they wished to take part in the visit. A response would be sent saying that it was hoped to send a delegation from Hassocks..
10/32 Clerk’s Report. There were no matters to report.

10/33 Financial Report. The Financial Report for February 2010 and the list of cheques presented were approved and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

10/34 Planning Committee Sub Groups. RESOLVED that the three Planning Sub-groups set up by the council at its 8 September 2009 meeting would be amalgamated into one Sub-group, with the following membership: Kristian Berggreen, Leslie Campbell, Judith Foot, Bill Hatton, Phil Mead, Noel Thomas.

10/35 Parish Centre Heating. A report on the gas boiler in the Parish Centre was considered, together with quotations for repair or replacement. RESOLVED that the boiler should be replaced with an air source heat pump. Alternative quotations and details of running costs would be obtained for consideration at the next meeting.

10/36 Monday Group. The invoice for clearance work done in 2009 was approved for payment.

10/37 MSDC Parking Strategy. RESOLVED that Judith Foot and Frank Rylance would complete the questionnaire on behalf of HPC. Councillors were asked to send their comments to Frank or Judith as soon as possible so that the questionnaire could be completed before the deadline of 31 March 2010.

10/38 Annual Parish Meeting. RESOLVED that the Annual Parish Meeting would be held on Tuesday 18 May 2010, at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre. David Cumberland would invite the Chief Executive of the Sussex Wildlife Trust to be the guest speaker.    

10/39 Parish Centre Stairlift. An invitation from Companion Stairlifts to extend the warranty on the Parish Centre stair lift was considered. It was agreed not to extend the warranty.

10/40 Jack Windmill. It was noted that Alma Howell and John Arnold of MSDC would be meeting the owner to discuss the broken sail and ways of restoring it.
10/41 WSCC Highway Works Programme. The response dated 28 January 2010 from WSCC Highways concerning Downs View Road and a new footpath in Lodge Lane was noted.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 

9.05 pm .
Chairman......................................

Date..............................................
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