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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 9 June 2009 at 

7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Bill Hatton (Chairman)
Jose Gargett



Chris Bere


Noel Thomas

Alan Berry    


Phil Mead


Leslie Campbell
           Patrick Shanahan 


David Cumberland

Judith Foot



Mavis Flowers
           Kristian Berggreen 



Sue Hatton

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were District Councillor Gordon Marples, County Councillor Colin Wilsdon, and one member of the public.

09/89 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Apologies for absence were received from Derek Swaine, who was unwell, and Frank Rylance. Apologies were also received from the PCSO.
09/90 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.   None

The meeting was adjourned for public participation. There were no questions from the public.

09/91 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12 MAY 2009. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

09/92 REPORTS.

a) Police Report.  There was no police report.

b) District Councillor’s Report. Gordon Marples reported on:

· The national survey showing that there had been a further fall in crime rates in Mid Sussex

· Planning applications HA/09/01211/FUL and HA/09/01442/FUL, Oldland Mill House, Oldlands Lane, Hassocks had been called in to be considered by committee

· South East Plan, MSDC had sought Counsel’s opinion on the possibility of a legal challenge to the housing numbers imposed by the Plan, but had been advised by Counsel that there were no grounds for an appeal.

· A report by Atkins had suggested that without a relief road, the maximum number of new homes which could be provided in East Grinstead was 570. This would mean that approximately 2,000 new homes would have to be accommodated elsewhere.

· MDSC were seeking to establish minimum room sizes for private developments, in line with those for Housing Association developments, but Crest were seeking a judicial review of this requirement.   

c) County Councillor’s Report. Colin Wilsdon reported on his priorities for the next four years:

· Monitoring the capacity of schools to see if the increase in demand was temporary or part of a trend

· Improving facilities for pedestrians and cyclists in the village

· Childrens Country Holidays Fund: a letter from WSCC regarding the Beacon Centre would be considered by the trustees in July 2009

· CLC Meeting, 8 July 2009. Colin would be unable to attend. Bill Hatton and Noel Thomas would attend for the Parish Council.

d) Planning Committee Meetings, 11 May and 1 June 2009. The minutes were accepted by the council. 

RESOLVED that a response would be sent to the MSDC draft Sustainable Rural Communities Chapter of the Core Strategy, expressing concern about the possibility of Hassocks accepting a further 100+ houses.

The conclusion by the planning committee that it would not be appropriate to carry out a housing needs survey was endorsed. 

e) Grounds Committee Meeting, 20 May 2009. The minutes were accepted by the council. 
f) Report from Councillors on Meetings of Outside Bodies.. 
i) Hurst & Hassocks Community Bus. Mavis Flowers reported that:
· Additions and alterations to the bus had been completed
· A bi-weekly library run had been introduced

· Ditchling residents had asked for the service to be extended to them, but there were potential funding difficulties as Ditchling was in East Sussex.

ii) Twinning Association. Mavis Flowers reported that
· the AGM, would be held on Thursday 25 June 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Green Room, Adastra Hall :
· 20 visitors were coming from Montmirail on 30 October 2009 and host families would be needed
· Two of the committee were retiring, and volunteers were needed

iii) MSDC/Towns & Parish Councils Communications. Jose Gargett reported on the meeting with MSDC held on 9 June 2009. Terms of reference and a forward programme for the group had been agreed.
iv) Beacon Centre Management Committee. Kristian Berggreen reported on a meeting held on 8 June 2009. Progress on negotiations with the CCHF on use of the centre by adults was slow, and a response was not expected from the CCHF until July 2009.
v) Meetings with Schools. Regular meetings were held with Downlands, and it was agreed that Hassocks Infants School and Windmills School should be approached to suggest that HPC held similar meetings with them to discuss matters of mutual interest.   

09/93 CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS. The Chairman reported that he, Judith Foot and Sue Hatton had attended an AIRS/Mid Sussex Rural Links Forum. Among the issues discussed were youth policy, the Power of Wellbeing, and transportation issues.    

09/94 CLERK’S REPORT. 

a) Fire Safety. The West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service Inspecting Officer had visited the Parish Office on 4 June 2009, and had confirmed that the council’s fire risk assessment, fire precautions and safety routines were satisfactory, and all the deficiencies identified in the report dated 29 September 2008 had been satisfactorily rectified.. 

09/95 FINANCIAL REPORT. The Financial Report and list of cheques presented for May 2009 was authorised and signed by the Chairman.

09/96 PAYMENT TO ECOTECTURE. The invoice dated 15 May 2009 for work carried out to the submission of a planning application was approved for payment.  
09/97 S106 FUNDING FOR HASSOCKS STATION. The matter had been discussed at the 12 May 2009 council meeting and a response had been received from WSCC. RESOLVED that the issue should be delegated to the Environment Committee for further consideration, and that the council would write to the rail authorities asking for an update on progress on the station rebuild, and for clarification of the funding available.    

09/98 MSDC GARDEN PARTY. RESOLVED to nominate Simon Strange and Howard Collins to attend the MSDC Garden Party.

09/99 KEYMER AND HASSOCKS MEN’S CLUB LEASE. It was noted that the lease had now been signed, the council’s legal expenses and the District Valuation cost had been paid by the Men’s Club, as agreed, and the annual rent from 2007/8 to date had been paid.

09/100 CORRESPONDENCE. None. 
There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45 pm.

Chairman.......................................        

Date....................................
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