HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Environment Committee held on 17 July 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Derek Swaine (Chairman)

Phil Mead



Leslie Cambell


Noel Thomas



Alan Berry



Jose Gargett

Clerk: Linda Baker

1. Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from Sue Hatton and Bill Hatton.

2. Chairman. Derek Swaine was elected Chairman for 2008/9.
3. Declarations of Interest. None.
4. Tree Planting Group. A site meeting had been held with Graham Mundy of WSCC. WSCC would be undertaking a survey of the trees in Grand Avenue, and putting together proposals for additional trees, in consultation with local residents. It was hoped that approximately 30 trees could be planted in the 08/09 season. Applications for funding had been made to Awards For All, the Tree Council, the International Tree Fund and WSCC Community Fund.
5. Budget

a) 2008/9. The budget was noted. RESOLVED to purchase two additional hanging baskets at a cost of £180 using the HHA grant. 

b) MSDC Environmental Grants. It was noted that MSDC had agreed environmental garnts of £200 for the east bank of Dale Avenue car park, £100 for planting at the car park entrance, £150 for a feature tree in the village green area to the east of Dale Avenue, and £500 towards tree planting in Dale Avenue.       

6. Planting Projects in the Village. 
a) Planters outside Budgens. The planters had been under-planted with geraniums, which had been supplied by Fragbarrow, but one tub had been vandalised twice. 

b) National Tyres. The wall outside National Tyres had been planted.

c) Hay mangers, Stonepound Crossroads. These had been planted and rehung.

d) Planting outside the Sorting Office, Keymer Road. Derek Swaine would investigate what planting could be done, possibly in a trough, and the Clerk would contact the Post Office to request permission for some planting.
7. Street Furniture.   

a) Repair of the Seat in Ockley Lane. This had not been done. Noel Thomas would chase the contractor again.

b) Bench Chancellors Park. The Burgess Hill Maintenance Team had repaired the bench a number of times, and it was in a poor condition. The cost of having the seat from outside Hassocks Hardware repositioned at the end of Chancellors Park would be investigated. Derek Swaine would consider a replacement seat outside Hassocks Hardware, and ask the South Down Garden Centre if they would  consider providing or sponsoring a seat.

c) Mirror Outside the Adastra Park Car Park. the request for a mirror opposite the entrance to the car park was considered. It was agreed not to provide a mirror as it was thought that this would be more dangerous to motorists leaving the car park.

8. Raised Beds, Keymer Road. A letter had been received from a local resident regarding the raised beds in Keymer Road. A response was agreed.

9. Hassocks Village Sign. Judith Foot had obtained one quotation for a village sign, using the existing post. It was agreed that two further quotations should be sought, to include a new post as the present post was not high enough to prevent vandalism.

10. Path from Woodsland Road to Mackie Avenue. The footpath needed reinstating following the building works at Mackie Avenue. It was agreed that WSCC would be asked to look into this, and report back to HPC, cc to County Councillor Colin Wilsdon and Dennis Matthews at MSDC.      

11. Brick area Opposite Budgens. RESOLVED to accept the quotation from Norman & Dennis Builders.

12. Meeting Dates. The following meeting dates were agreed:

2008

29 September

2 December

2009 

17 February

7 April

16 June

1 September

3 November

meetings to be held at 7.30 pm.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40 pm.

Chairman.............................

Date.....................................
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