HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Environment Committee held on 28 February 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Derek Swaine (Chairman)

Kristian Berggreen



Leslie Campbell


Jose Gargett



Alan Berry



Noel Thomas

Clerk: Linda Baker

1. Apologies for Absence. None.

2. Declarations of Interest. Derek Swaine declared an interest in item 11 as a member of the Hurst & Hassocks Community Bus Association.

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 22 November 2007. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. Hassocks Community Partnership Trees For Hassocks  Group. The Chairman welcomed Judith Foot, Phil Mead, Steve Richards and Penny Wadsworth to the meeting to discuss the development of a community tree planting scheme. The group was set up when it became clear from work done on the Village Design Statement that trees were an important feature of Hassocks and were important to local residents. The group hoped to promote replacement and development of tree planting in the village, and to get residents more involved in the place they live and work in.

Derek Swaine had suggested to the group that their aims could best be achieved working with the Parish Council, and he had also had discussions with WSCC about tree planting. WSCC were prepared to plant 30 trees a year, and take responsibility for ongoing maintenance. The cost per tree, including planting, would be £100, which would have to be funded locally.      

RESOLVED that a site meeting should be arranged with a representative of WSCC, HPC and the Trees For Hassocks group to discuss tree planting, and then further consideration would be given to planting schemes for the village and funding.

5. Hassocks Community Partnership Visitor Group: Enhancements to the Village Centre.

Following the presentation to the council on 12 February 2008 (minute 08/18 refers) further consideration had been given to the Visitor Programme Group’s proposed projects on enhancements to the village centre. A proposed response had been circulated. 

RESOLVED that a response should be sent to the Visitor Group pointing out that a number of the ideas they were putting forward for consideration had already been actioned by the council.     

6. Planting Projects.

a) Planters outside Budgens.The trees had now been planted.

b) Stonepound. The sponsorship sign had been stolen. This would be replaced when the summer planting took place.

c) Adastra Park Memorial Gardens, Rose Beds. These had been planted, and the roses had been winter pruned.

d) Dale Avenue. The new bed had not yet been marked out.

e) Bulb Planting. Consideration was being given to more planting under the Hassocks road signs, on the bank at the end of Wilmington Close, in consultation with the Wilmington residents association, and in the burial ground.

7. Adastra Park Memorial Garden. The stone pergola had been repaired, and the timber cross beams repainted. It was agreed that a letter of thanks should be sent to the contractor, Mr Ryan, for carrying out the work, which had improved the appearance of the Memorial Garden greatly.

8. Street Furniture.
a) Repair to the Seat in Ockley Lane. Noel Thomas had contacted the contractor, and arrangements for the repair were in hand.  

b) Seat outside Hassocks Hardware. Leslie Campbell had been approached by a local resident who had some planks which could be used for the seat. Leslie would contact the resident again to find out what he had in mind for refurbishing the seat, and would report back to the Clerk.

c) Litter Bins. The letter regarding litter bins from the Hassocks Traders was noted. A letter of thanks had been sent to the traders for their donation of £100 towards additional litter bins in the village.

9. Bus Shelters. 
a) Ockley Lane. The new bus shelter in Ockley Lane, near Ockley Way, had now been completed.

b) Grand Avenue, Jack & Jill Pub, and outside Hassocks Library. Requests had been received for new bus shelters in a number of locations. It was suggested that where bus shelters would be most used would be in the Keymer Road in the centre of the village, but the sites were not suitable. The possibility of funding a bus shelter in Grand Avenue could be taken up with the developers of the Mackie Avenue site.
c) WSCC Bus Shelter Grants. The Parish council did not have matched funding for any new shelters in 2008/9. Funding for new shelters would be considered in the 2009/10 precept setting process.
10. Highways 

a) Pedestrian Crossing in Keymer Road. A local resident had requested a pedestrian crossing in Keymer Road, opposite the Austin Fish Bar. The resident had been advised to contact County Councillor Colin Wilsdon, although it was not thought that this site would be suitable for a crossing from a safety point of view.

b) Extra Parking Bays in Dale Terrace. The council did not wish to pursue this proposal.

c) Clayton Hill Speed Limit. The accident statistics were noted.

11. Hurst & Hassocks Community Bus Association. A meeting with representatives of the Hurst & Hassocks Community Bus Association had been held on 15 February 2008. A further request from the Association for funding would be considered by full council on 11 March 2008.

12. Dog Litter Bin, Shepherds Walk. A letter from a local resident regarding dog fouling was considered. It was agreed that advice should be sought from MSDC as to what could be done.

13. MSDC Draft Environmental Policy. The draft policy was noted.

14. MSDC Consultation on Dog Control Orders. The MSDC Draft Consultation was noted. The initiative was welcomed, and MSDC would be asked to advise the Parish Council if there was any action it should be taking.

15. Date of Next Meeting. 17 April 2008 at 7.30 pm.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00 pm.

Chairman............................

Date................................... 
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