HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on Thursday 15 May 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks

Present: 
David Cumberland (Chairman)
Derek Swaine



Chris Bere



Noel Thomas



Jose Gargett



Bill Hatton


Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present: Alan Berry


Rob Yates, an allotment holder, joined the meeting to outline plans for an Allotment Association. This would enable allotment holders at the Parklands Road allotments to fund raise for additional facilities on the site, and to involve the wider community in the allotments. Proposals for specific projects would be put to the committee as they were developed. Members were supportive of the proposals and the enthusiasm which the allotment holders were showing in this initiative.

1. Apologies for Absence. Apologies were received from Mavis Flowers and Frank Rylance.   

2. Election of Chairman. David Cumberland was elected Chairman for 2008/9.

3. Declarations of Interest. None.

4. Minutes of the Meeting held on 15 April 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

5. Sports Pavilion Redevelopment. Quotations from four architects were considered. RESOLVED that David Cumberland, Bill Hatton, Patrick Shanahan and Howard Collins of the Cricket Club, should meet George Baxter Associates and Mackellar Schwerdt to discuss their quotations in more detail, and report back to the committee. 

6. Adastra Park
a) Tennis Courts. Work was nearly complete on the resurfacing of the three public tennis courts in Adastra Park. The council had been awarded a grant of up to £5,000 towards the cost by the Foundation For Sport and the Arts.     

b) Play Equipment Repairs. Foster Playscapes had been asked to quote for repairs to the play equipment. It was reported that the left hand side of the football goal in the North Field was loose where the concrete had cracked. The Clerk would contact Monster Play Systems to ask them to remedy the problem.

c) North Field Hedging. South Downs Garden Centre had not yet produced planting proposals.

d) Trees    

i) Orchard Lane. The report from the Tree Warden was noted. A response would be sent to the resident who had questioned the condition of the trees.

ii) Replacement Oak Tree and Tulip Tree. Quotations for a replacement oak tree were considered. It was agreed that quotations for a larger specimen should be obtained from two suppliers, to include planting. Members did not think there was a suitable site for a tulip tree in the park, as they grew to a very large size, but the Hassocks Horticultural Society had suggested planting a group of silver birch trees to the north of the Groundsman's garage in the south field. Mrs Harlington would be asked if she would like to plant a memorial silver birch rather than a tulip tree, and quotations for the trees would be obtained.    

e) Request to Run Fitness Camps. A request to run fitness camps in Adastra Park had been received. It was agreed that further information should be obtained about the space required, whether the sessions were run on a commercial basis, insurance etc before the hire was considered.   

6) Proposed Constitution for an Allotment Association. The proposed constitution put forward by a group of allotment holders was considered. RESOLVED that the constitution be approved, provided that membership was not compulsory for allotment holders, and that a councillor should be appointed to the management committee. David Cumberland agreed to be the council’s nominee.

7) Tea Urn for the Sports Pavilion. RESOLVED that the council would reimburse the Cricket Club for the purchase of a new tea urn for the Adastra Park Sports Pavilion, at a cost of £117.49.

8) Date of Next Meeting. Thursday 3 July 2008 at 7.30 pm.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00 pm

Chairman.................................

Date........................................   
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