HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on 

Wednesday 16 July 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, 

Adastra Park, Hassocks

Present: 
David Cumberland

Chris Bere



Mavis Flowers

Jose Gargett



Derek Swaine

Frank Rylance



Noel Thomas

Clerk: Linda Baker

1. Apology for Absence. An apology for absence was received from Alan Berry.

2. Declarations of Interest. Chris Bere declared an interest in item 5 (e) and (f) as his company sponsored the Bowls Club, and Frank Rylance declared an interest in item 7 (b) as Mr Halfacre was a neighbour of his.

3. Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on 15 May 2008. The minutes were taken as read, approved by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

4. Sports Pavilion Redevelopment: Update. David Cumberland reported that the Sports Pavilion Redevelopment Sub Committee had invited three architectural companies to submit proposals and costs for producing a design for a new sports pavilion, to take the project to planning permission stage. One company had declined to be considered, one set of proposals had been received, and a response was awaited from the third company. The deadline for responses was 18 July 2008.It was agreed that a third quotation should be obtained from another architect if possible.  The sub committee had visited the MSDC West End Meadows pavilion in Burgess Hill, and were very grateful to Andy Mighall at MSDC for arranging the visit.

5. Adastra Park
a) Play Equipment Repairs. Foster Playscapes had looked at the repairs required in the Children’s Play Area, and a full report and costings were awaited. Fosters had recommended removing the Chipman Unit in the Children’s Play Area, and putting a rubber strip round the Roundabout, although these items had not been identified by the Allianz Engineering Inspection. 

It was agreed that the two pieces of equipment would be fenced   off pending further investigation.

Members would look at the equipment to decide what action needed to be taken. 

The Monday Group would be asked if they could repair the Chipman Unit. 

      b)  Hedge along the Stream in the North Field. Derek Swaine           had contacted South Downs Garden Centre, and the planting would be going ahead. 

c) Trees. Three quotations for silver birches and a red oak tree were considered.

RESOLVED that the quotation from Bartlett Tree Experts should be accepted for three silver birch trees. One would be funded by the Hassocks Horticultural Society, Mrs Harlington would be invited to fund one, and the third one would be funded by HPC. 

Bartletts would be asked if they could supply and plant an oak tree larger than 17 feet high, and what the cost would be. An article would be sent to Talk About inviting local people to contribute to the cost of the replacement oak.

d) Goal Unit. The letter dated 1 June 2008 from Mr & Mrs Murray was considered. It was agreed that a response should be sent saying that the committee were looking into the points raised in the letter. Members would look at the goal unit, and reconsider the matter at the next meeting. The cost of moving the unit would be investigated.

e) Adastra Bowling Club, Request for Replacement Fencing in Orchard Lane. The letter dated 26 May 2008 from the Adastra Bowling Club was considered. The committee had no objection to the proposed directional sign. The committee did not think that replacing the chestnut fencing in Orchard Lane with a double metal gate would deter vandals, and would in fact be easier to climb to gain access.

f) Adastra Bowling Club, Request for Payment for Controller for the Irrigation System. RESOLVED that the invoice for £235 from Watermation for a new controller should be paid, but that a letter should be sent to the Adastra Bowling Club asking them to obtain agreement from HPC in future before expenditure was undertaken, and pointing out that the more the council had to spend during the year on equipment etc for the Bowls Club, the less contribution there would be for the Bowling Green replacement fund.

g) Memorial Bench for George Anderson. It was agreed that permission should be granted for the bench to be sited in the north field, to the right of the stile in the hedge bordering the car park.

h) Mound to the East of the Skatepark. RESOLVED that the fence surrounding the mound should be removed, and the area strimmed by the Groundsman. The committee would assess at the next meeting if further action was required.                  

6. Westwards, Hurst Road, Hassocks. The email dated 21 May 2008 from Sime Solutions regarding the holly tree in the hedge on the east side of Talbot Field was considered. RESOLVED that a response should be sent, indicating that the council had no objection to Sime Solutions arranging to have the holly tree removed, at their expense, provided they accepted responsibility for any heave occurring as a result of the removal of the tree.

7. Burial Ground.
a) Rhino Post. It was noted that one of the three Rhino posts outside the burial ground had been repaired, at a cost of £243. It had been bent, probably by a vehicle running into it. The same post had since been tampered with so that it could not be raised, and arrangements were in hand to have it repaired. It was agreed that it was important to maintain the posts to prevent unauthorised access to the site.     

b) Letter from Mr Halfacre. The letter dated 1 July 2008 from Mr Halfacre regarding the Burial ground was considered.

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND that the current Terms & Conditions relating to the Burial Ground should be enforced, and that the graves which had been planted should be grassed over.

It was agreed that the DDA requirements relating to burial grounds should be investigated, and advice would be sought from the RNIB on regulations regarding disabled access. BHTC Maintenance Team would be asked to service the wooden and metal pedestrian gates on the site to make them easier to open. Indicative costs of a central brick block path would be obtained. The question of disabled access would be discussed at the September 2008 HPC meeting. 

8. Meeting Dates. Meeting dates for 2008/9 were agreed (attached).

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.00 pm.

Chairman...........................................

Date......................................................
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