HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on

Wednesday 6 February 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
David Cumberland (Chairman)
Derek Swaine



Alan Berry                 

Mavis Flowers

Clerk : Linda Baker

Also present was Howard Collins, Keymer & Hassocks Cricket Club.

1. Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from Sue Hatton, who was abroad, Jose Gargett and Noel Thomas, who had other meetings, and Chris Bere. 

2. Declarations of Interest. Alan Berry declared an interest in item 5 (g) as a member of the Rotary Club, and Mavis Flowers declared an interest in item 5 (g) as a member of the Hassocks Twinning Association.

3. Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on 4 December 2007. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
4. Sports Pavilion Redevelopment.

a) Planning Application. Two quotations from Planning Consultants for submitting a planning application for a new Sports Pavilion were considered.
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND that Lewis & Co Planning be appointed, at a cost of £1,000, plus VAT and disbursements, the cost to be met from the sports pavilion redevelopment budget.  

b) Capital Grant Application. It was noted that an application had been made for a capital grant of £35,000 from MSDC, and the outcome was awaited. The Parish Council had concerns about how the building project would be managed, whether councillors had the expertise to do this, and the fact that there was no guarantee of any funding to meet the cost of the project. It was however:
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND that HPC go out to tender for the building works for a lump sum fixed price contract, using the previously prepared Cost Plan for the tender process. The council would need to advertise in the local press to invite applications to tender, and David Cumberland would consult a local architect regarding suitable building companies in the area to be approached. 

5. Adastra Park

a) Tennis Courts. The application to the Foundation for Sport and the Arts for a grant towards the cost of resurfacing the courts could take up to eight months to process, and the MSDC grant needed to be taken up before the end of the financial year. There was concern that only resurfacing two of the three courts would be unsatisfactory.

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND that the council accept the quotation from Hobart Sports to resurface the three tennis courts in Adastra Park at a cost of £13,889, plus VAT, the cost to be met from the Play Equipment budget 2007/8, and Play Equipment Reserves, the remainder to be met from the Grounds Contingency budget. 

b) Play Equipment. The annual Engineering Inspection Report on the play equipment in Adastra Park carried out by Allianz was noted. RESOLVED that the Groundsman be asked to carry out the necessary repairs, and report back to the next meeting.

Members would look at the safety surface under the roundabout in the Children’s Play Area before the next meeting.

c) Trees in Orchard Lane. Members considered the email from a resident in 3 Orchard Lane regarding the trees in Orchard Lane, and the report from the Tree Warden on the trees, which recommended no action. It was agreed that a response should be sent to the resident outlining the Tree Warden’s view, but offering to remove the branch overhanging the front garden of 7 Orchard Lane if required.

d) Red Oak Tree, Adastra Park. The report from Bartlett Consulting and the results of the resistograph test were considered.

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND, in view of the state of decay in the tree that it be felled and replaced with a semi-mature oak, the cost to be met from the Grounds Contingency budget. Two quotations for its removal would be obtained, and local publicity would be given to the reasons for the removal of the tree on safety grounds.

e) Seats, Adastra Park. RESOLVED that the quotation from the Monday Group of £70 for repairs to the seats in Adastra Park be accepted.

f) Hedging along the Stream in the North Field. Derek Swaine was progressing this. He would meet David Cumberland on site on 9 February 2008 to discuss the requirements.

g) Proms in the Park. RESOLVED that permission should be granted for the Hassocks Twinning Association to hold a Proms in the Park in Adastra Park on 26 July 2008. The question of the hire fee would be considered at the next meeting. 

h) Adastra Bowling Club. The letter dated 7 December 2007 from the Adastra Bowling Club indicating that they were unable to match the funding put aside by the council for a replacement green, in accordance with the Memorandum of Understanding, was noted. It was agreed that a response should be sent expressing disappointment that the Club were unable to match the funding, and pointing out that this mean that it would take longer to reach the required level of funding to replace the green.

6. Burial Ground.   

a) Fees. RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND that the burial ground fees be increased by 3% (rounded to the nearest pound) with effect from 1.4.08.

b) Letter from Mr Halfacre. The letter dated 21 January 2008 from Mr Halfacre regarding the Burial Ground was considered. It was agreed that a response should be sent indicating that the council was looking into the issues raised. 

      Neighbouring councils would be contacted to find out how they  dealt with rubbish disposal at their burial grounds, and the matter would be reconsidered at the next meeting. 

7. Date of Next Meeting. Wednesday 5 March 2008 at 7.30 pm.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10 pm

Chairman..................................

Date.........................................
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