HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Grounds Committee Meeting held on

Thursday 6 March 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
David Cumberland (Chairman)
Jose Gargett



Mavis Flowers 


Noel Thomas
Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were Howard Collins, John Raftery and Clive Hawkins for item 4.


1. Apologies for Absence. Apologies for absence were received from Chris Bere and Derek Swaine, who were away, Alan Berry, who had a work commitment, and Sue Hatton, who had another meeting.

2. Declarations of Interest.  Mavis Flowers declared an interest in item 5 (e) as a member of the Twinning Association.
3. Minutes of the meeting held on 6 February 2008. The minutes were taken as read, approved by the meeting, and signed as a correct record by the Chairman.
4. Sports Pavilion Redevelopment. 
a) Tender for the Building Works. Clive Hawkins of Clive Hawkins Architects joined the meeting to give advice on tendering for the building work. He did not think that the council had sufficient information in the plans drawn up by Simon McKay, and the Cost Plan, to proceed to tender at this stage. It was important that sufficient detail was provided to ensure that builders quotations were comparable, that the price quoted would not be subject to revision at a later date, and that the plans would meet current building regulations.
Howard Collins and John Raftery had contacted the Football Foundation regarding funding, and the present plans for a new pavilion would not meet the Foundation’s requirements for changing rooms etc, so these would need to be redesigned if a funding application was made.

It was agreed that Howard Collins would contact Simon McKay to obtain the architect’s drawing for a new pavilion on disc, and forward these to Clive Hawkins, together with details of the Football Foundation’s requirements.

Clive Hawkins would draw up a list of the work which was required to provide the information to enable the council to go out to tender for a new sports pavilion, and an estimate of the cost of the work, which could be considered at the next meeting. If the cost was more than £1,000 the council would need to seek comparative quotations in accordance with Standing Orders.       

b) Planning Application. This would be deferred until the architects plans had been finalised (see above).

5 Adastra Park.
a) Tennis Court Resurfacing. The work would be done as soon as the weather and ground conditions were suitable.

b) Red Oak Tree. The tree had been felled on 21 February 2008, and was badly diseased. It was agreed that the Groundsman should be asked to fence round the chippings where the root had been ground out, and round the plaque, which would be replaced when a replacement tree was planted.

The council had been offered a mature tulip tree by a resident in North Court. Noel Thomas would look at the tree and the feasibility of having it moved to the Adastra Park. A request for a tulip tree in memory of a local resident had also been received. 

c) Play Equipment. The Groundsman had carried out some of the repairs identified in the Allianz Inspection report. Allianz would be asked if they had any recommended contractors who could carry out the remaining repairs, and Wickstead Leisure would be asked if they knew of any local contractors.

d) Hedging along the stream in the North Field. David Cumberland and Derek Swaine had held a site meeting to identify the areas which needed hedging, and Derek Swaine would be contacting Garden Pride to see if they could provide any hedge plants

e) Proms in the Park, 12 July 2008. RESOLVED that the hire fee should be £175 for the Proms in the Park.

f) Six a Side Football Competition, 2 August 2008. RESOLVED that permission would be granted for the competition, and that the hire fee would be £275. 

g) Croquet Club, Request for a Second Croquet Green. RESOLVED that permission be granted for a second green to be used in the south field.

h) Swings in the Children’s Play Area. A resident had requested that the swings be fenced off to avoid accidents. The committee agreed  that young children using the play area should be properly  supervised, and that there was no necessity to fence off the swings. It was agreed that a sign should be displayed on the gate indicating that the area was for children of 9 years old and under, that they should be supervised, and that dogs were not allowed in the children’s play area.

i) Request from Keymer and Hassocks Cricket Club for Worm Treatment on the Cricket Square. It was agreed that treatment would not be carried out this year. The question would be reconsidered for the 2009/10 budget.

j) Long Stay Car Parking in the Adastra Car Park. A number of cars were being parked in the car park all day by people who were not using the park or its facilities. RESOLVED that signs should be erected reminding people that the car park was for those using the Adastra Park and its facilities only, and that vehicles parked for other purposes were liable to be wheel clamped.
k) Bowls Club. RESOLVED that the request from the Bowls Club for permission to order sand and fertiliser to the value of £262 be approved.    

6 Burial Ground

a) Rubbish Disposal. The compost bins had been cleared, and the waste disposed of by the Groundsman. 

b) Letter from Mr Halfacre. It was agreed that a response should be sent indicating that the council had dealt with the problem of rubbish, and were having the field gate attended to, but that, because of the nature of the site, and the cost, there were no plans to put paths across the burial ground.

c) Memorial Seat. It was noted that a new memorial seat was being installed to the right of the field gate, funded by a local resident.

7. Talbot Field.  Letters dated 21 and 28 February 2008 from Sime Solutions regarding the hedge to the eastern end of Talbot Field were considered. RESOLVED that a response should be sent querying the evidence that the hedge and holly tree roots were responsible for any subsidence as the Arboricultural report appeared to indicate that tree roots were not implicated in any damage. It would also be pointed out that other properties in Hurst Road had suffered damage attributable to the fault line between clay and sandstone.

8. Date of Next Meeting. 15 April 2008 at 7.30 pm.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00 pm.

Chairman.............................

Date.................................... 
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