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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on

Tuesday 13 May at 7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, 

Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Bill Hatton (Chairman)

Jose Gargett 



Kristian Berggreen


Sue Hatton



Noel Thomas



Chris Bere



Leslie Campbell


Frank Rylance



David Cumberland


Patrick Shanahan



Mavis Flowers


Derek Swaine



Judith Foot 




Clerk: Linda Baker


Also present were two members of the public and county councillor Colin Wilsdon.

08/72 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. An apology for absence was received from Phil Mead, who was abroad, and Alan Berry, who had a work commitment. Apologies for absence were also received from District Councillor Gordon Marples and PCSO Sally Howarth. 

08/73 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN. RESOLVED that Bill Hatton be elected as Chairman for 2008/9.

08/74 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN. RESOLVED that David Cumberland be elected Vice-Chairman for 2008/9.

The Chairman then adjourned the meeting for public participation. There were no questions from the public. 

08/75 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. David Cumberland declared an interest in item 24 as a member of the Men’s Club, and Chris Bere declared an interest in item 19 as a sponsor of the Adastra Bowls Club.

08/76 ELECTION OF COMMITTEES. RESOLVED that membership would be as follows:

a) Environment. Leslie Campbell, Jose Gargett, Sue Hatton, Phil Mead, Derek Swaine, Noel Thomas.

b) Grounds. Chris Bere, David Cumberland, Mavis Flowers, Jose Gargett, Frank Rylance, Derek Swaine, Noel Thomas
c) Sports Pavilion Redevelopment Sub-Committee. David Cumberland, Bill Hatton, Patrick Shanahan. Howard Collins would be invited to join the committee, and other members would be co-opted as required.
d) Policy, Resources and Communications. Kristian Berggreen, Mavis Flowers, Jose Gargett, Judith Foot, Phil Mead, Frank Rylance, Patrick Shanahan.


08/77 APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES. RESOLVED that representation would be as follows: 

a) Adastra Hall Management Committee. Mavis Flowers. 
b) Age Concern Executive Committee. Jose Gargett.

c) Area Community Forum (South) Noel Thomas, Patrick Shanahan.

d) Beacon Centre Management Committee. Kristian Berggreen, Judith Foot. 
e) Hassocks Amenity Association Rail Group. Chris Bere, Leslie Campbell.

f) Hassocks Community Partnership. Kristian Berggreen, Judith Foot. (Chris Bere also attended in a personal capacity). 

g) Hurst & Hassocks Community Bus. Mavis Flowers.

h) Local Action Team. Patrick Shanahan. The group might be replaced by the Operation Beatsweep Residents’ Panel.

i) Mid Sussex Council for Voluntary Service. Sue Hatton.

j) Mid Sussex District Association of Parish Councils. Noel Thomas, Patrick Shanahan.

k) MSDC Green Crescent Steering Group. Bill Hatton.

l) WSCC South Mid Sussex County Local Committee. Noel Thomas.

m) Oldland Mill Trust. David Cumberland.

n) Hassocks Twinning Association. Mavis Flowers.

o) Ditchling Local Area Transport Group. Frank Rylance.

08/78 APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR. RESOLVED that Mr Shrubsole be appointed internal auditor for 2008/9. A letter of thanks for his services would be sent to Mr Shrubsole.

08/80 TREE WARDENS. RESOLVED that David Brown and Kathleen Purvis be appointed Tree Wardens for 2008/9. A letter of thanks would be sent to the Tree Wardens. 

08/81 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8 APRIL 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

08/82 CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS. The Chairman paid tribute to Noel Thomas, on behalf of the council, for his work as Chairman over the past five years. He said that the present council represented a strong team, and faced a number of challenges in the coming year, including looking at the Local Development Framework, and plans for the redevelopment of the Adastra Park Sports Pavilion.   

08/83 CLERK’S REPORT. 

a) Parking Discs. 1,700 parking discs had been issued through the Parish Centre and outlets in the village. The council was grateful to the traders for their help in selling the discs. There had also been 286 visits by members of the public to the Parish Office in April 2008 compared with 229 for the same month last year. 


  08/84 REPORTS

a) Police Report. There was no police report. Patrick Shanahan would circulate a note of the Operation Beatsweep ward panel meeting on 7 May 2008. Eight residents had agreed to form a residents panel which would review the Operation Beatsweep results, and report to the Parish Council.
b) District Councillor’s Report. Sue Hatton reported on:
· Core Strategy: responses were now being analysed

· Planning, the three area committees were being retained with a new committee for major applications

· MSDC were going out to tender for the management of the leisure centres and Clair Hall and the Martlets

· A new Sustainability Officer had been appointed, and interviews for the post of Head of Leisure and Sustainability would be held on 21 May.

· MSDC members were now able to ask Cabinet members a question at Cabinet Meetings, where before they had only been observers

· District Councillor Peter Martin was having a further operation. Councillors wished him a speedy recovery.

c) County Councillor’s Report Colin Wilsdon reported on:
· Changes at cabinet level in WSCC

· Highways, WSCC had been asked to look at the new crossing in Willowbrook Way as residents in electric vehicles were having trouble negotiating it, and at road surfaces in Downsview Road and Mackie Avenue.

· Withdrawal of the 87 bus service. Colin Wilsdon would see if anything could be done to provide a bus serve to the Princess Royal and Sussex County hospitals on a Sunday.

· CLC meeting on 17 June 2008

· Debate on Academy Schools proposals

· Electoral Commission review of WSCC divisions: this would not affect Hassocks. 

d) Planning Committee Meeting 21 April 2008. The minutes were accepted by the council.
e) Policy, Resources and Communications Committee Meeting 22 April 2008. The minutes were accepted by the council.
f) Village Design Statement Group Meeting 8 April 2008. The minutes were noted.
g) Grounds Committee Meeting 15 April 2008. The minutes were accepted by the council.
08/85 FINANCIAL REPORT. The Financial Report for April 2008 and the list of cheques presented was authorised and signed by the Chairman.   

08/86 VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT. The Village Design Statement had been published, and copies circulated. The document was also available on the council’s website. MSDC wanted the effect of the VDS on planning decisions monitored, and it was agreed that HPC’s Planning Committee would be asked to consider how this could be done. RESOLVED that letters of thanks should be sent to the VDS Group for all their hard work in producing the VDS and supporting documents. 

08/87 ADASTRA HALL LEASE. RESOLVED that the lease is agreed, and Bill Hatton and David Cumberland were authorised to sign it on behalf of the council.

08/88 MSDC CORE STRATEGY. The letter dated 16 April 2008 from Claire Tester at MSDC was considered. RESOLVED that a response should be sent agreeing the proposed “clusters” of parishes, and confirming that Bill Hatton and Noel Thomas would represent the council in the discussions. 

08/89 MSDC GARDEN PARTY. RESOLVED that Dennis Walmsley would be the council’s nominee.

08/90 ACCOUNTS 2007/8.

a) Annual Accounts 2007/8. RESOLVED that the accounts for 2007/8 are accepted and the Chairman is authorised to sign them and the Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement.

b) Annual Internal Audit Report. The annual Internal Audit Report, signed by the internal auditor, was noted. There were no matters the internal auditor wished to bring to the attention of the council.

c) Risk Assessment. The Risk Assessment dated May 2008 was approved. The Policy, Resources and Communications Committee were asked to examine residual risks and make recommendations to the council. 

08/91 ADASTRA BOWLING CLUB, PEDESTRIAN SPRAYER. RESOLVED that the cost of a pedestrian sprayer, £640 plus carriage, be met by the council.

08/92 ELECTION COSTS, MAY 2007. The response from MSDC was considered. RESOLVED that a response be sent indicating that HPC did not consider the charges for the three uncontested wards, or for postal votes, justified, but that if MSDC waived these charges, the council would pay the balance.

08/93 TREE PLANTING FUND. RESOLVED that up to £2,000 would be put into an earmarked reserve for tree planting if grant funding was not available.

08/94 CORRESPONDENCE. 

a) South East Regional Housing Strategy. The letter dated 4 April 2008 from SEERA was noted.

b) WSCC Highways Southern Area Office Reorganisation. The letter dated 11 April 2008 from WSCC was noted.

c) West Sussex NHS PCT: A New Mind-set For Improving Health & Wellbeing. The letter received on 11 April 2008 was noted.    

08/95 RESOLVED that in view of the special nature of the business about to be transacted under item 24 on the agenda, it is advisable in the public interest that these items are treated as confidential and the public are invited to withdraw. The public withdrew.

08/96 ADASTRA PARK, SPORTS PAVILION AND MEN’S CLUB.

a) Sports Pavilion.

Following discussion the council RESOLVED that the Sports Pavilion sub committee should re-examine the redevelopment of the Adastra Park sports pavilion, and put proposals for the redevelopment, funding and project management to the council.  

b) Men’s Club. It was noted that Noel Thomas had emailed the Chairman of the Men’s Club regarding the lease. It was agreed that Hedleys should be responsible for all negotiations on behalf of the council. RESOLVED that the interim account from Hedley’s for £4,700 should be settled.  

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.50 pm

Chairman................................

Date........................................  
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