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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 9 September 2008 at

7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Bill Hatton (Chairman)
Kristian Berggreen



Leslie Campbell

David Cumberland



Mavis Flowers

Judith Foot



Jose Gargett


Phil Mead



Derek Swaine

Noel Thomas



Sue Hatton

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were County Councillor Colin Wilsdon and 11 members of the public. 

08/105 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Apologies for absence were received from Chris Bere, Alan Berry, Frank Rylance and Patrick Shanahan. District Councillor Gordon Marples and PCSO Sally Howarth also apologised for being absent.

08/106 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.  Bill Hatton and Sue Hatton declared an interest in item 17 as governors of Downlands Community School, and David Cumberland declared an interest in item 12 as a member of the Men’s Club.

The Chairman then adjourned the meeting for public participation. A note of the questions and answers is attached at appendix 1.

08/107 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8 JULY 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

08/108 REPORTS

a) Police Report. There was no police report. It was noted that PCSO Sally Howarth had resigned to train as a police constable. RESOLVED that a letter should be sent to Sally on behalf of the council thanking her for her work in the village.

b) District Councillor’s Report. Sue Hatton reported on:

· Leisure Facilities: MSDC were looking at putting these out to a management company.

· Planning Tours: District Councillors had toured development sites, and building work had stopped due to the current economic problems. This meant that social housing was not being completed. On the Mackie Avenue development, 17 social houses had been finished, and 8 would be occupied in October 2008.

· There were proposals to incorporate a number of planning documents, which were to have been produced separately, into the Core Strategy, and there was concern about how this would work in practice.   

c) County Councillor’s Report. Colin Wilsdon reported on:
· The County Local Committee meeting on 16 October 2008 at the Sydney West Centre, Burgess Hill. This would focus on families and children.

· HPC’s request for funding for a SID. WSCC would be contacting the council to suggest that it might be preferable to seek funding for a device which could be bolted onto a lighting column, which could be purchased for use by neighbouring towns and parishes.  

· The WSCC Library Task Force was reviewing library provision. The Hassocks Library performs very well, with a low cost per issue.

· WSCC budget preparation process had commenced. 

d) Planning Committee Meetings, 14 July, 6 & 26 August 2008. The minutes were accepted by the council.
e) Grounds Committee Meeting, 16 July 2008. The minutes were accepted by the council. 
RESOLVED that the existing Terms and Conditions for the Hassocks Burial Ground should be enforced, including the prohibition on planting graves.

f) Environment Committee Meeting, 17 July 2008. The minutes were accepted by the council. A very positive response had been received to the plans to plant trees in Grand Avenue, with 33 residents requesting a tree outside their house. Arrangements were in hand to raise the height of the seat outside Hassocks Hardware, and South Downs Garden Centre had donated a bench to replace the bench at the end of Chancellors Park. 

08/109 CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS. The Chairman reported on meetings he had attended:

· 30 June 2008, a meeting of the southern parishes with MSDC on rural issues and the Core Strategy, with Noel Thomas.

· 7 July 2008, a meeting with traders from Hassocks and Hurstpierpoint organised by Gina Field to discuss ways of the traders from the two villages working together, with Sue Hatton. 

· 11 July 2008, a meeting with other parishes at Burgess Hill Town Council on the Burgess Hill Town Council’s vision for the future development of the town, with Kristian Berggreen and Sue Hatton.

· 18 July 2008 meeting on the WSCC Sustainability Strategy, with Phil Mead.     

08/110 CLERK’S REPORT

a) Skatepark. The skatepark fun box had been vandalised on two separate occasions, and had now been repaired at a cost of £400. The police had been informed, but the repair cost could not be reclaimed from insurers as it was less than the policy excess. Reference would be made at the next Annual Parish Meeting to the cost of vandalism, under the Grounds Committee report.

b) Stonepound Resurfacing 19-22 August 2008. WSCC had resurfaced the road at Stonepound on 19-22 August 2008. RESOLVED that a letter should be sent to WSCC thanking them for bringing forward this work.    

c) SLCC Conference, 17 – 19 October 2008. The council agreed to the attendance of the Clerk at the conference.

08/111 FINANCIAL REPORT. The Financial Reports for July and August 2008 and the list of cheques presented was authorised and signed by the Chairman.

08/112 PARISH PLAN. A draft Parish Plan prepared by the Policy, Resources and Communications Committee was considered. While it was accepted that the document was a good first step in defining what the council wanted to achieve over the next few years, some members did not think the document had been refined to a point where it could be circulated to other organisations in the village for comment. It was also agreed that the timetable for circulation and comment was too tight.

It was agreed that the Policy, Resources and Communications Committee meeting scheduled for 15 September 2008 should be cancelled, and another meeting arranged, when the Chairman of the committee was available, to review the Parish Plan, and produce a revised document to be submitted to full council for consideration.  

08/113. SALC TRAINING COURSE. The council approved the attendance of Phil Mead at the councillors’ course on 24-26 October 2008, the cost to be met by the council.

08/114 WSCC DEVELOPER FUNDED HIGHWAY SCHEMES. The draft CLC Report was considered. Colin Wilsdon reported that some of the figures in Appendix A were incorrect. Approximately £74,000 of the contribution to WSCC for sustainable transport from the Mackie Avenue development had already been received by MSDC, but the remainder was unlikely to be paid for some time until the building work recommenced. It was agreed that a response should be sent to WSCC indicating that the council would support the contributions being used for highway improvements to hassocks Station to improve accessibility.  

08/115 ADASTRA HALL LEASE. It was noted that the lease had now been completed.

08/116 MEN’S CLUB LEASE.  The update from Hedleys was noted. RESOLVED that the rent reviews should be on the basis of RPI, and that Hedleys be instructed to complete the lease on this basis.

08/117 DALE AVENUE BRING SITE. It was noted that MSDC were not now proposing to take any action with regard to the Bring Site.

08/118 HASSOCKS BURIAL GROUND: ACCESS. Members received a report on the DDA provisions, and advice from the RNIB, Institute of Cemetery and Cremation Management and the Mid Sussex Access Group. After discussion it was RESOLVED that:

i) the council agree in principle to the construction of a path, and  proposals would be put to the council for a path from the car park to the south end of the field, at a cost not exceeding £16,000, subject to funding being available to cover the cost

ii) a large print version of the Terms and Conditions for the burial ground should be made available on request, and a CD of the Terms and Conditions should be made

iii) WSCC should be asked to consider providing a drop kerb in the footway to the north of the site

 08/119 HASSOCKS COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP: GRANT. The request for a grant from the Hassocks Community Partnership was considered. It was noted that the Policy, Resources and Communications Committee were considering a grants policy for the council, and that this request should be considered with other requests for funding once the policy had been agreed.

08/120 ELECTION COSTS. It was noted that a further response was awaited from MSDC.

08/121 DOWNLANDS COMMUNITY SCHOOL: WSCC APPLICATION FOR A VARIATION OF THE OPENING HOURS. After discussion of the letter from WSCC, and considering representations from members of the public, it was RESOLVED that a response should be sent to WSCC indicating that the council did not object to the proposal to extend the hours of use of the Sports Hall, but drawing attention to the concerns of neighbouring residents, and questioning the assertion in the statement accompanying the application that there was a “lack of any reported disturbance to local residents”.  The same response would be sent to MSDC re 08/2877/C3REG.

08/122 2007/8 ACCOUNTS. It was noted that the external auditors had signed off the 2007/8 Accounts, and Mazars’ comment on other matters was noted. RESOLVED that Mazars’ fee of £646 should be paid.

08/123 RAIL MATTERS. The next meeting of the Rail Group was on 11 September 2008, and a report would be given to the October 2008 council meeting.

08/124 AIRS COMMUNITY PLANNING NETWORKS. RESOLVED that a response should be sent to AIRS indicating that the council supported Community Planning Networks and that the council’s priorities were infrastructure, affordable housing and health. 

08/125 CORRESPONDENCE.

a) HNS South Coast: Healthier People, Excellent Care. The letter dated 11 July 2008 was noted.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.55 pm 

Chairman.......................................

Date............................................... 
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