HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL, 8 JULY 2008.                          Attachment 1.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.

Mr Halfacre
said that he had written to the Parish Council about the    Hassocks Burial Ground, and had met councillors Bill and Sue Hatton on site, to discuss the council’s enforcement of its terms and conditions in relation to the plot where his partner was buried. He had planted the plot, which was not permitted under the council’s terms and conditions, but he had not been aware of this condition. The council had not met its terms and conditions, the site was not properly maintained and managed, and the standard of grass cutting was poor. The field got waterlogged, and the water tap on site did not work. There was no watering can. There were disability access issues, there was no tactile paving, no downcurbs, there were no paths to the graves, and with a 20% slope a wheelchair could not be used on the site, and it was impossible to get prams and pushchairs across the field. He was investigating whether or not the council is not meeting its obligations under the DDA. The local MP supported his concerns, and he had contacted Bright FM, BBC Southern Radio, the Argus and Talk About about his concerns. He indicated that both Mr & Mrs Hatton had agreed that contacting the media was a good way to publicise his concerns.  

Patrick Shanahan indicated that he was disappointed that Mr Halfacre had chosen to contact the media before the council had had a chance to discuss his concerns. The matter would be considered by the full council at its September 2008 meeting.

