                                                                                             Attachment 1

HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL, 9 September 2008 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr Costa, Chair of the Dale Avenue Residents Association, wished to oppose strongly the application from WSCC for an extension to the opening hours of the sports hall at Downlands Community School. He said that noise pollution was a major health concern, which affected mental health, and that local residents were already suffering noise from vehicles going in and out of Downlands, and that this had been made worse by the introduction of speed bumps. It was not true to say, as WSCC had indicated in support of the application, that there was a lack of reported nuisance to local residents. Local residents had complained about traffic noise, which was getting worse. The application was being pushed as a necessity for Badminton Club events, but he had contacted Badminton England, and they could not understand why games had to start late to require an extension to the present opening hours.    

Mr Sullivan, a resident of Dale Avenue, supported Mr Costa’s views and said that residents even at the far end of Dale Avenue suffered noise pollution from cars using the school. Builders were not allowed to operate at un-social hours, so why should a sports facility. He said that the Parish Council should recommend to WSCC that the extension not be allowed.

Mr Smith of Dale Avenue complained about the noise from football matches at weekends. While the all-weather pitch was only supposed to be used for training, it was being used for games, with all the associated noise, while he was told that these were “friendly” matches and therefore did not count as games.

Another resident complained of lights being left on the pitch late in the evening, so that she could no longer see the night sky from her residence.  

The Chairman said that the council would consider residents’ views when considering the application from WSCC.

Mr Halfacre said that he had raised the profile of the Hassocks Burial Ground, and had had a lot of verbal support for his campaign for access and planting  He hoped the Parish Council would look sympathetically at his requests, and he thanked the Chairman of the Parish Council for his time in looking at these issues. 

