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Hassocks is a large parish with over 7000 inhabitants and, as the democratically elected body we try hard to represent the interests of the entire village and to work with our partners in the community to promote the interests of our community. The late summer and autumn of 2009 was a very busy time for the Parish Council. Following the launch of our Business Plan at the Hassocks on View event in July we have started to implement the Action Plans through the work of the Council’s committees. 





The main event since the last Newsletter has been the Designation of the South Downs National Park in November. The possibility of this Park was first mooted in 1948, along with all the other National Parks in England and Wales. It is the last of the ten Parks proposed at that time, and the ,the largest, stretching from Beachy Head to Winchester We are acutely aware that a balance has to be struck between encouraging tourism, with all that that brings, and the need to protect the amenities of all our residents. But we take a very positive view of the Park. We think it will bring great benefits and prosperity. Hassocks is located centrally with one of, if not the, best railway access points. We can be the Gateway to the Park. We have been pleased to be able to work with the Hassocks Community Partnership to provide facilities for cyclists and environmentally friendly tourism. We also look forward to working with the traders to take advantage of our new status and to boost the economy of the Village.





We also welcome the huge investment in the new David Knight Budgens which is a great vote of confidence in the village economy. This is now a top quality supermarket in the centre of the village and much appreciated by residents. It is also worth noting that the store has a world beating environmentally friendly refrigeration system with a very small carbon footprint. Indeed it is the first of its kind anywhere in the world.





As mentioned above, the work of the Council is largely carried out by the Committees and a little more detail of the work of the committees is set out below.





Grounds Committee





This Committee’s main project has, and will continue, to be the redevelopment of the dilapidated Cricket Pavilion. The Council has worked closely with the Cricket Club on this project and Howard Collins, the President of the Club is a co-opted member of our Pavilion Sub Committee. Planning permission and Building Regulation Approval has been obtained for a environmentally friendly building and this project has now gone out to tender. This building, now retitled the Adastra Park Community Centre will provide changing and social facilities for the Cricket Club and football teams together with community facilities. It will have a very small carbon footprint and, together with the innovations at Budgens, show that Hassocks is already practicing what most other places are only preaching.





The Grounds Committee has also continued to keep a close eye on the maintenance of the Council’s assets. We have invested in new equipment in the Adastra Park Play Areas. We have also carried out additional maintenance in the Memorial Garden at the Keymer Burial Ground.





The committee is also responsible for the Councils Allotments and, over the past few years there has been a resurgence in the demand for allotments in the Village. Rob Yates, the Chairman of the Hassocks Allotment Holders Association is a co-opted member of the Committee. Many improvements have been obtained, including a new access road provided by Mid Sussex District Council, for which we are very grateful. There is now a waiting list of 23 . For this reason the Council is actively seeking new land for additional allotments and is in discussion with Mid Sussex District Council in this matter. 
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Planning 





The Planning Committee meets every 3 weeks to consider all planning applications received from Mid Sussex District Council.


Many applications are fairly straightforward and do not require a site visit. We regularly receive applications relating to trees and consult the tree wardens, taking their views into account when making our decision.





Arising from the Parish Council Business Plan 2009-2014, the Planning Committee has recently set up three related subcommittees to consider: a) Identifying Conservation Areas b) Strategic Land Purchase  c) Village Centre Redevelopment.


We are always monitoring conditions attached to the Mackie Avenue Development and have recently been involved in the proposed Traffic Calming Scheme for Grand Avenue.





Among the larger planning applications that we are monitoring or have concerns about is The Station Goods Yard Development. There are many potential problems with this development. Our main concerns are the density and the fact that a development brief may not be produced by Mid Sussex District Council planning department before this application come up for decision, partly due to staff shortage. However we have recently had a productive meeting with MSDC planning officers, where we had a chance to express our concerns and were promised a timetable for the production of the development brief.





We previously also had a very useful meeting with the head of MSDC planning department to discuss common concerns, work closer together and improve our relationship in general. Another concern has been the application from the Weald Lawn Tennis & Squash Rackets Club. Following a complaint about procedure, this has now been forwarded to The Standards Board For England and a decision is expected in early 2010.





We are also monitoring the application for the Old Granary, Oldlands Lane. Listed building status has now been applied for. 


The Planning Committee had an interesting and very useful presentation on 2 December 2009 by Julian Till from MSDC regarding the new rules for Choice Based lettings, shortly to be introduced by MSDC.





We also constantly monitor any current developments for housing allocations for Hassocks and the Mid Sussex Core Strategy in general.








The Council is following closely the development of the Mid Sussex District Council’s Core Strategy. This proposes 17000 additional dwellings in Mid Sussex. That is to say 40,000 extra people. Draft plans prepared by Mid Sussex showed nearly half of this proposed for Burgess Hill. Several hundred new dwellings were also proposed for Hassocks and Hurstpierpoint. The Council understands the pressure Mid Sussex is under to meet government targets but is, and will continue, to fight hard to get the excessive amount of housing proposed for the South of Mid Sussex reduced to a fair and proportionate level.





Policy,Resources and Communications





The council has agreed not to increase its precept, which is its share of the council tax collected by Mid Sussex District Council, for 2010/11. At a meeting of the full council, members agreed that the parish council should take a lead in helping minimise financial pressures on residents in the present economic climate.





By a combination of prudent budgeting and sound management, the council has been able to hold its 2010/11 budget at £175,830, the same level as that for 2009/10.





The parish council’s element of the total council tax for the current year is 4.9%. The amounts payable by residents will remain in the range of £37.49 to £112.46, depending on each property’s council tax band. The full make up of council tax for Hassocks residents for the current year can be found at http:www.midsussex.gov.uk?Nimoi/sites/msdcpublic/resources/Hassocks3.pdf





Commenting on the budget, Bill Hatton, Parish Council Chairman, said “The Parish Council is very aware that at a time of economic uncertainty, it has to play its part in reducing financial pressures. At the same time, the council has to keep an eye on future requirements of the community and is pleased to confirm that it will be able to continue with the redevelopment of the sports pavilion/community centre.   


 


“After a long battle with the Valuation Office the Council has obtained a reduction of just over a £1000 in the Business Rate for the Parish Centre.”








Environment








This Committee has continued to oversee the planting of flower beds and boxes around the Village. We have also provided a new seat at the end of Chancellors Park after the wooden bench was vandalised.





A major project has been the planting of 60 trees in various streets, including Grand Avenue and Dale Avenue. This is a very important aim of our Business Plan. The Council is very aware that residents appreciate the many beautiful trees on many of our streets and also of the fact that many of these trees are now old. Indeed many have been felled over the past few years .We now plan to replace them on a yearly basis as funds permit.





The Committee also supervised Hassocks in Bloom, which although successful, did not attract as many entrants as in previous years. The committee intends to review our participation in this event.





The Committee considered the question of the continuation of the Christmas Lights. This was not a Parish Council Initiative although we made an annual contribution to the running costs. We are most grateful to the Hassocks Community Association and Roger Booth who took over the organisation of this initiative, to which the Council gave a grant of £500.











