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HASSOCKS IN BLOOM

We hope residents are enjoying the hanging baskets around the village. We are very grateful to Garden Pride for planting the hanging baskets and to Russells Nursery for planting the stone trough at Stonepound Crossroads. 

We would like to remind residents that it is their responsibility to keep their hedges and trees trimmed back so that they do not impinge on footpaths and pavements in the village. We receive a number of complaints about overgrowing vegetation which makes it difficult, particularly for people with mobility problems or visual impairment, to walk easily, so please check your boundaries and cut back any vegetation which could cause a problem.

TREES

The council, in co-operation with West Sussex County Council, and the Hassocks Tree Group, has planted nearly 100 new trees in the village in the last three years, and more planting is planned. We would be very grateful if the residents who requested a tree outside their house could keep them watered during the very dry weather to ensure their survival. The Parish Council has two Tree Wardens, who advise us on tree matters. Kath Purvis, who has been a Tree Warden for many years, has decided to retire. We are very grateful to Kath for all the time she has given advising us on tree matters. The Parish Council is now looking for a replacement for Kath, so if anyone has some knowledge of trees, and would be willing to volunteer for this role, please contact the Parish Office. 

===============================

Clerk of the Council is:

Miss Linda Baker, Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Keymer Road, Hassocks, BN6  8QH

Office Hours 10am-4pm Tuesdays & Thursdays and 
10am-12pm Mondays & Wednesdays.

Telephone: 01273–842714   Fax: 01273-843836  Email:  hassockspc@btconnect.com
The Parish Council, at its meeting on 13 July 2010, appointed a contractor to carry out the rebuilding of the sports pavilion in Adastra Park, and work will start on 6 September 2010. David Cumberland, Chairman of the pavilion rebuild committee, said       “The project has taken longer than anticipated, but we wanted to ensure that we had a high quality design, which will meet the requirements of all the potential users. We were also very concerned to deliver best value for money, and in the current competitive market the construction cost has come in under budget. All the funding is now in place, and with the grants we have managed to secure, and using some of the council’s reserves, we will be able to complete the project with a small loan from the Public Works Loan Board”. 





Work on the pavilion should be completed by spring 2011, and the council will keep residents informed of developments as the work progresses.





CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA, ADASTRA PARK. 





The council has plans to update the children’s play area in Adastra Park, and has been consulting parents and children about the sort of new equipment they would like. Three play equipment companies were approached to put together proposals based on the user’s preferences, and the plans will be considered by the council’s Grounds Committee shortly. An application has been made to Mid Sussex District Council for a grant, from developers’ contributions, towards the cost, which will be in the region of £20,000. If the grant application is successful, installation should take place in autumn 2010.





VANDALISM.





The Parish Council is extremely disappointed by the vandalism which has taken place this summer in the Adastra Park. Benches and litter bins have been set on fire, and a newly planted oak tree has been badly damaged. The costs of replacing benches and bins falls on local residents, and reduces the money the council has available for providing other items, like new play equipment. We are working with the PCSO, Emma Collett, to prevent further damage, but if anyone has any information regarding vandalism, please contact Emma (0845-60-70-999, �HYPERLINK "mailto:emma.collett@sussex.pnn.police.uk"��emma.collett@sussex.pnn.police.uk�) or the Parish Office.





BUDGET CUTS.





The council is aware of the need for expenditure reductions at every level of government, but is concerned by the impact this is having locally. There are proposals to close the Hassocks Fire Station, and the council has invited a representative of the fire service to attend the 14 September 2010 Parish Council meeting to discuss these proposals. The Parish Council is also concerned about the future of the Beacon Centre, and is seeking a meeting with West Sussex County Council to discuss this and the future of youth provision in Hassocks.





PLANNING





The government is proposing changes to the planning system, in particular the cancellation of the South East Plan, and the current housing targets. Because of this, Mid Sussex District Council has stopped work on the Core Strategy, which would have guided planning decisions for the future. The Parish Council welcomes the scrapping of the South East Plan, as it has always questioned the high housing allocation for Mid Sussex, which would not have been sustainable without improvements to the infrastructure.  
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