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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 10 June 2008 at 

7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Bill Hatton (Chairman)

Mavis Flowers




Chris Bere



Sue Hatton



Kristian Berggreen


Phil Mead



Alan Berry



Frank Rylance



Leslie Campbell 


Patrick Shanahan


David Cumberland


Derek Swaine



Noel Thomas

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were three members of the public. 


08/72 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Apologies for absence were received from Judith Foot, who was abroad, and Jose Gargett. Apologies were also received from PCSO Sally Howarth, and District Councillor Gordon Marples, who had an MSDC Cabinet meeting.

08/73 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. Bill Hatton declared an interest in item 18 (b) as a governor of Downlands Community School, and Chair of the Building Committee, Sue Hatton and David Cumberland declared an interest in item 18 (b) as governors of Downlands, and Alan Berry and David Cumberland declared an interest in item 11 as members of the Mens Club.

The Chairman adjourned the meeting for public participation. A note of the questions and answers is attached as Appendix 1.  

08/74 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 13 MAY 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

08/75 REPORTS.

a) Police Report. There was no police report.

b) District Councillor’s Report. Sue Hatton reported on:

· New arrangements for MSDC Cabinet meetings, which were now being held in the evening, and members could ask questions

· New arrangements for garden waste. Green sacks were no longer available, but residents could purchase paper sacks. Details of the scheme were available in the parish office.

· The Leisure Committee was looking into the possibility of a trust taking over leisure facilities in the three towns

· A health panel had been set up to look at the proposed changes in health provision, and the possible loss of maternity services at the Princess Royal Hospital

· On the Mackie Avenue site, the positioning of plot 111, the South Area Planning Committee had decided not to take enforcement action, as it was likely that planning permission would be granted if Barratts had submitted an application regarding this plot.     

c) County Councillor’s Report. A report was received from Colin Wilsdon on:

· A motion put forward at WSCC to take over the role of the Primary Care Trust

· Colin Wilsdon had put forward a motion asking for more investment in bus information.

· £300,000 was being allocated to support a “pothole team”.

· A debate was taking place on 11 June 2008 about establishing academies in West Sussex.

· The next CLC meeting would take place on 17 June 2008 at 

· 7.00 pm in Hurstpierpoint Village centre.

d) Grounds Committee Meeting 15 May 2008. The minutes were accepted by the council. It was agreed that an article about the resurfaced tennis courts in Adastra Park should be submitted to Talk About, and included in the HPC newsletter.  Chris Bere reported that the tennis players were very pleased with the new surface.

e) Planning Committee Meeting, 2 June 2008. The minutes were accepted by the committee.

f) Policy, Resources and Communications Committee Meeting, 3 June 2008. It was noted that a draft of the business Plan would be submitted to the July 2008 meeting of the Parish Council.

g) Operation Beatsweep. A report on Operation Beatsweep, held from 19-24 May 2008 in the village, had been circulated. The main concerns of residents who responded to the questionnaire were speeding, potholes, parking and anti-social behaviour. It was agreed residents concerns about the condition of the roads should be passed to County Councillor Colin Wilsdon so that he could take these up with WSCC. 

It was agreed that the council should give consideration to funding the use of a Speed Indicator Display in the village. This would cost £50 per day.

Patrick Shanahan would contact the police to ask if the outcome of Operation Beatsweep could be presented in tabular form.

08/76 CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS. 

a) Green Crescent Steering Group. Bill Hatton reported that he had attended two meetings, involving Burgess Hill Town Council, Hassocks, Hurstpierpoint and Cuckfield Rural Parish Councils. Significant work had been done by MSDC in this area, which was improving the quality of life for local residents.

b) Local Development Framework. Bill Hatton had spoken to David Carden, Town Clerk at Burgess Hill Town Council, and it was hoped to organise a further meeting shortly between Burgess Hill and the surrounding Parishes to talk about future development.

c) Youth Issues. A discussion had been opened with Downlands Community School regarding ways in which the Parish Council could be more pro-active on youth matters.

d) Hassocks Twinning Association. Bill Hatton had received an email from the Hassocks Twinning Association regarding the visit of representatives from Montmirail and Wald-Michelbach in October 2008. He hoped that the profile of the Parish Council could be raised in supporting the Twinning Association, and this aim would be included in the Business Plan to be considered at the next meeting.  

08/77 CLERK’S REPORT 

a) Vandalism. A Wickstead Spring Mobile had been taken from the children’s play area in Adastra Park on 1 or 2 June and was later discovered in the hedge between the north and south fields, and the litter bin at the end of Chancellors Park had been set on fire on 7 June 2008.

08/78 FINANCIAL REPORT. The Financial Report for May 2008 and the list of cheques presented was authorised and signed by the Chairman. 

08/79 COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP. RESOLVED that Howard Collins, Chairman of the Keymer & Hassocks Cricket Club, be co-opted as a member of the Sports Pavilion Redevelopment Committee, Alan Berry be appointed as a member of the Grounds and Environment Committees, and Phil Mead be appointed as a member of the Planning Committee.

08/80 MSDC BRING SITE, DALE AVENUE CAR PARK. The council considered a proposal by MSDC to remove the fencing from the Dale Avenue Bring Site. The fencing had been erected so that the site could be locked at night and on Sundays to prevent a noise nuisance from the glass recycling containers, but these had now been removed following the introduction of the recycling wheelie bins.

RESOLVED that a response should be sent to MSDC suggesting that MSDC contact Age Concern about the possibility of relocating the remaining containers near the Age Concern collection bins, and, if this was not possible, the fencing round the bins should be reduced in size, while still screening the containers, and the concrete base similarly reduced if possible. 

08/81 ELECTION COSTS. A response had not been received to the council’s letter dated 15 May 2008.

08/82 KEYMER & HASSOCKS MEN’S CLUB LEASE. It was noted that solicitors acting for the Men’s Club had asked for a stay of proceedings while the preparation of a lease went ahead.

08/83 RAIL MATTERS. The email dated 1 June 2008 from Catherine Cassidy regarding the new December 2008 timetable was noted. It was agreed that a letter of thanks should be sent to Catherine Cassidy for her hard work in securing improved train services for Hassocks. 

08/84 HASSOCKS TWINNING ASSOCIATION. Mavis Flowers reported on 

· The Associations AGM would be held on 19 June at 7.30 pm in the Adastra Hall

· The Proms in the Park, in association with the Sussex Vale Rotary Club, would be held in Adastra Park on 26 July 2008

· A joint meeting with Montmirail and Wald-Michelbach would take place in Hassocks over the weekend of 18-19 October 2008. If any councillors could host any of the French or German visitors, they were asked to contact Mavis Flowers. 

08/85 WSCC PARTNERSHIP WORKING. The letter dated 28 May 2008 from WSCC was considered. RESOLVED that the reactive highway work agreement should be extended to 2012.

08/86 HASSOCKS BOXING CLUB. The council supported the concept of a boxing club, but it was not thought that there would be space in a redeveloped sports pavilion in Adastra Park to accommodate a boxing ring. It was agreed that David Hammond should be asked to submit a business case if he wanted to apply for funding from the Parish Council, and it was suggested that he approach Downlands Community School about using their sports hall for boxing training. 

08/87 SUSSEX RURAL AFFORDABLE HOUSING ANNUAL CONFERENCE. RESOLVED that Bill Hatton, Sue Hatton, Kristian Berggreen and Phil Mead would attend for HPC. 

08/88 SOUTH MID SUSSEX COUNTY LOCAL COMMITTEE, COMMUNITY INITIATIVE FUND. RESOLVED that a funding application should be made for;

· Tree planting

· Speed Indicator Display checks

· Benches

· Support for the Hassocks Boxing Club

08/89 CORRESPONDENCE.

a) WSCC Sustainable Community Strategy, Mid Sussex Consultation. The letter dated 19 May 2008 was noted. Bill Hatton, Sue Hatton, and Phil Mead would attend the meeting on 18 July 2008 on behalf of HPC.

b) Downlands Community School, proposal to amend the opening hours for the indoor sports facilities. The letter dated 20 May 2008 to local residents was noted. RESOLVED that a letter would be sent to Downlands expressing the concern of the council about the effect the proposed extension of the opening hours might have on local residents. 

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at

9.05 pm.

Chairman...................................       

Date..........................................
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