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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 11 March 2008 at 

7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present: 
Noel Thomas (Chairman)

Bill Hatton



Kristian Berggreen


Phil Mead



Leslie Campbell


Frank Rylance



David Cumberland


Derek Swaine



Mavis Flowers 


Jose Gargett 

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present were County Councillor Colin Wilsdon and three members of the public.

The Chairman welcomed Phil Mead to his first meeting of the Parish Council.

08/36 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Apologies for absence were received from Chris Bere and Patrick Shanahan, who were away, Sue Hatton, who had a meeting at MSDC, and Judith Foot. Apologies were also received from District Councillor Gordon Marples, and PCSO Sally Howarth.

08/37 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. Derek Swaine declared an interest in item 10 as a member of the Hurst & Hassocks Community Bus Association, Jose Gargett and Mavis Flowers declared an interest in item 12 (a) as members of the Community Association, and David Cumberland declared an interest in item 12 (b) as a member of the Mens Club.

The Chairman adjourned the meeting for public participation. There were no questions from the public.

08/38 HURST AND HASSOCKS COMMUNITY BUS. Ron Batchelor gave a presentation on the work of the Hurst and Hassocks Community Bus Association, and the service it provides to residents of Hassocks and the surrounding villages.

08/39 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12 FEBRUARY 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

08/40 REPORTS.

a) Police Report. There was no police report.

b) District Councillor’s Report. Sue Hatton submitted a report on:

· Leisure Services and the possibility of a change in management  to be considered at the April District Council meeting

· Development Control and area planning committees, to be considered at the April District Council meeting

· Green sacks, which are being reviewed

· Green bin charges increased by £5 to £40, so the service will not be cost neutral

c) County Councillor’s Report. Colin Wilsdon reported on:

· Installation of the new crossing at Stafford Way. The formal opening would be on 20 March 2008 at 11.45 am

· CLC Meeting 12 March 2008 at 7.00 pm at St Paul’s Catholic College. Noel Thomas would attend on behalf of the Parish Council. Members were asked to let Colin know of any roads which were in need of repair and he would press for these to be included in the highway works programme

· School admissions, in WSCC 92.3% of applicants had got their first choice of secondary school place

d) Village Design Statement Group, Meeting 11 February 2008.

The minutes of the meeting were noted. Phil Mead reported that the Supplementary Planning Document should be adopted shortly, and then the Village Design Statement could be finalised and printed. 

e) Planning Committee Meeting 18 February 2008. The minutes were accepted by the council.

f) Policy, Resources and Communications Committee Meeting 26 February 2008. The minutes were accepted by the council. RESOLVED to adopt the Induction Policy for New Councillors.

g) Environment Committee Meeting 28 February 2008. The minutes were accepted by the council.

h) Grounds Committee Meeting 6 March 2008. The minutes were accepted by the council. It was noted that the red oak tree in Adastra Park had been felled, and was found to be badly diseased.

08/41 CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS.

a) St George’s Day Parade. The Chairman had received an invitation from the Scouts to attend a St George’s Day service at the Martletts Hall, Burgess Hill. Members were asked to let the Clerk know if any of them were interested in attending to represent the council.

08/42 CLERK’S REPORT

a) Site Meeting, Mackie Avenue Development. Following the meeting with Barratts on 5 March 2008, a site visit had been arranged to the Mackie Avenue development on Friday 14 March 2008, at 11.00 am. Kristian Berggreen, Leslie Campbell, Phil Mead, Frank Rylance, Derek Swaine and Noel Thomas would attend.

b) South Downs Heritage Centre. The heritage Centre at the South Downs garden Centre would be opened on 4 April 2008, and the council had been asked if there were any items they would like included in a time capsule which was being planted. Councillors were asked to let the Clerk have any ideas.

08/43 FINANCIAL REPORT. The Financial report for February 2008 and the list of cheques presented was authorised and signed by the Chairman. 

08/44 COUNCIL SUB-COMMITTEES. RESOLVED that Phil Mead be appointed as a member of the Environment and Policy, Resources and Communications Committees.

08/45 HURST AND HASSOCKS COMMUNITY BUS ASSOCIATION, APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDING. An application from the Hurst and Hassocks Community Bus Association for a grant of £7,500 was considered, £4,000 for seating and an electronic destination board for the new vehicle being funded by WSCC, and £3,500 to build up a fund for a replacement bus.

RESOLVED that a grant of £4,000 be made to the Community Bus Association, the grant to be met from the Parish Transport grant held in reserves.

08/46 PURCHASE OF AN EXECUTIVE CHAIR FOR USE BY THE CHAIRMAN AT COUNCIL MEETINGS. The council discussed the purchase of a chair, but did not approve the expenditure.

08/47 LEASES

a) Adastra Hall. RESOLVED that:

i) the draft lease be accepted and the Chairman authorised to sign it 

ii) the Hassocks Community Association should continue to insure the building, and provide evidence annually that the building was insured, to the satisfaction of the council

iii) that the title to the Adastra Park should be registered at the Land registry, at a cost of £115, plus VAT

b) Men’s Club. The letters dated 6 March 2008 and the Witness Statement from Hedleys were noted. The solicitors were confident that the council would win the case, and recover costs.

08/48 MSDC/MSALC CONFERENCE 3 APRIL 2008. RESOLVED that Kristian Berggreen, Bill Hatton, Phil Mead, Patrick Shanahan, Noel Thomas and the Clerk should attend on behalf of the council.

08/49 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING. RESOLVED that the Annual Parish Meeting would be held on Tuesday 20 May at 8.00 pm in the Parish Centre. There would not be a speaker. The Chairman and committee Chairmen would give reports of activities during the year.

08/50 HASSOCKS SIGN. As Judith Foot was absent, this would be deferred to the next meeting.

08/51 ELECTION COSTS. The letter dated 26 February 2008 from MSDC was considered. RESOLVED that a response should be sent to MSDC saying that the questions raised by the council had not been answered, and asking for a justification of the election costs being charged by MSDC.


08/52 RAIL MATTERS. There were no matters to report.

08/53 PARISH COUNCIL WALK. The walk on 2 March 2008 had been well supported by the public.

08/54 WEST SUSSEX VILLAGE OF THE YEAR. RESOLVED that the Hassocks Community Partnership and the Hassocks Amenity Association would be asked if they wished to submit an entry on behalf of the village.

08/55 CORRESPONDENCE. 

a) WSCC Highway Works Programme. The letter dated 25 February 2008 from WSCC was noted. The council would monitor the works programme.

b) Electoral Review of West Sussex. The letter dated 19 February 2008 from WSCC was noted. The proposed changes would not affect Hassocks.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20 pm.

Chairman.............................

Date....................................     
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