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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 12 February 2008 at 

7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks. 

Present:
Noel Thomas (Chairman)

Judith Foot



Chris Bere



Jose Gargett



Kristian Berggreen


Bill Hatton



Alan Berry



Frank Rylance



Leslie Campbell


Patrick Shanahan



David Cumberland


Derek Swaine



Mavis Flowers

Clerk: Linda Baker


Also present were District Councillor Gordon Marples, PCSO Sally Howarth and five members of the public.

08/015 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. An apology for absence was received from Sue Hatton, who had a meeting at MSDC. County Councillor Colin Wilsdon also sent apologies as he was abroad.

08/16 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. Derek Swaine declared an interest in item 12 as a member of the Community Bus Association, and Leslie Campbell declared an interest in item 16 as a member of the Monday Group. 

The meeting was adjourned for public participation. A note of the questions and answers is attached as attachment 1.

08/17 HASSOCKS COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP VISITOR PROGRAMME GROUP. Beth Short gave a presentation on the work of the Visitor Programme Group, and the proposed projects, which were being examined. The council endorsed the programme, and Beth Short agreed to update the council on progress at a later stage.

08/18 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8 JANUARY 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

08/19 REPORTS

a) Police Report. PCSO Sally Howarth reported on;

· Crime statistics for Hassocks, reported crime down 
· Thefts at the Mackie Avenue development and Station Goods Yard

· Street Briefings

· “Beat Sweep” in Burgess Hill

· Police funding for the Jack & Jill playgroup and Hassocks Football Club

· Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator required for Mackie Avenue

· Travellers on British Transport land at Clayton

· Speedwatch: no response for additional volunteers.

b) District Councillor’s Report. Gordon Marples reported on:

· Cabinet Grants Panel, £30,000 grant agreed for Hassocks Football Club and £35,000 for Adastra Park Sports Pavilion redevelopment (including £10,000 S106 money from Mackie Avenue)

· Green bag collections for garden waste

· Staff changes at MSDC

· Mackie Avenue development, non adoption of roads

· MSALC Conference 3 April 2008
c) County Councillor’s Report. There was no report.

d) Planning Committee Meetings 10 and 31 January 2008. The minutes of the meeting were accepted by the council. 
i) Membership of the Planning Committee. RESOLVED that Judith Foot should become a member of the Planning Committee.

ii) Hassocks Community Football Club. RESOLVED that a letter of support should be sent to Hassocks Community Football Club for their plans to develop a full size and junior pitch and changing facilities to the south of the present ground, to enable them to enhance the facilities for juniors, youths, girls and ladies. 
e) Grounds Committee Meeting, 6 February 2008. The minutes of the meeting  were accepted by the council.

i) Sports Pavilion Planning Application. RESOLVED that Lewis & Co  be appointed at a cost of £1,000 plus VAT and disbursements to submit a planning application to MSDC for a new sports pavilion in Adastra Park, the cost to be met from the sports pavilion redevelopment budget.

ii) Tender for the Sports Pavilion Redevelopment. RESOLVED that the council go out to tender for the building works for a new sports pavilion, for a fixed price lump sum contract, based on the Cost Plan. An advertisement of the tender would be placed in the local press, the cost to be met from the sports pavilion redevelopment budget.

iii) Tennis Courts. RESOLVED that the three tennis courts in Adastra Park be resurfaced, and the quotation from Hobart Sports for the sum of £13,889 plus VAT be accepted, the cost in excess of the MSDC grant, to be met from the play equipment budget, the play equipment reserves and the remainder from Grounds contingencies.

iv) Red Oak Tree, South Field, Adastra Park. RESOLVED that the red oak tree be felled, in view of the state of decay of the tree, and that the quotation from KPS of £720, plus VAT for felling the tree and grinding out the stump be accepted, the cost to be met from Grounds contingencies.

v) Burial Ground Fees. RESOLVED that the burial ground fees be increased by 3% with effect from 1.4.08.

f) West Sussex Association of Local Councils Executive Committee meeting 8 January 2008. The report of the meeting was noted. 

08/20 CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS. 

a) Mens Club Lease. A report on the Case Conference had been received, and Hedleys had submitted further information to the judge. HPCs legal fees to date were in the region of £2,000, but it was hoped that these costs, together with the District Valuer’s fee, would be recovered from the Mens Club if, as seemed likely, they were unsuccessful in their court action.

08/21 CLERK’S REPORT. There were no matters to report.

08/22 FINANCIAL REPORT. The Financial Report for January 2008, and the list of cheques presented, was authorised and signed by the Chairman.

08/23 COUNCILLOR VACANCY, CLAYTON WARD. RESOLVED that Phil mead be co-opted as a councillor to fill the vacancy in Clayton Ward.

08/24 MSDC STANDARDS COMMITTEE. The council noted the formal Decision letter of the Standards Sub-Committee on the complaint made against Noel Thomas, and the recommendations that all members of the council attend the MSDC training course on the Code of Conduct on 21 February 2008, and that council members take great care to avoid making personal comments about officers of any other council at public meetings.

08/25 MOBILE CIVIC AMENITY COLLECTIONS. RESOLVED that the council fund six mobile collections for 2008/9,

April

Dale Avenue

June 

Belmont Close

August
Dale Avenue

September
Belmont Close

November     Dale Avenue

February       Dale Avenue.

It was noted that collections could not be made from Parklands Road in future because SERCO had deemed the site unsafe. 

08/26 HURST AND HASSOCKS COMMUNITY BUS ASSOCIATION. The letter dated 31 January 2008 from the treasurer of the Hurst and Hassocks Community Bus Association, requesting funding towards replacing the existing Community Bus was considered. It was agreed that the council needed more information regarding the financial position of the Association, its work, and the business case for a new vehicle before a grant could be considered. Noel Thomas and Patrick Shanahan would obtain further information from the Association.

08/27 HAA RAIL GROUP. The response from the HAA Rail Group, dated 4 January 2008 regarding the transport grant was noted.

08/28 PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION COSTS 2007. An invoice had been received from MSDC for the Parish Council’s share of the election costs for May 2007. It was agreed that a response should be sent to MSDC, querying the amount of the charge, and seeking justification of the costs charged to the Parish Council.

08/29 HUMANITY AT HEART PLASTIC CARRIER BAG CAMPAIGN. The council considered the letter dated 24 January 2008 from Humanity at Heart regarding their proposal to make Hassocks plastic carrier bag free. The council supported the idea in principle, but thought it would be difficult to introduce compulsion, and that people used plastic carrier bags to bag up waste for the wheelie bins, where they would have to buy plastic bin liners instead if carrier bags were not available.

08/30 MONDAY GROUP, FOOTPATH CLEARANCE. RESOLVED that the invoice from the Monday Group for footpath clearance work for 2007, totalling £170, be paid. The Monday Group would be thanked for their work.

08/31 PARISH WALK SUMMER 2008. Bill Hatton volunteered to lead the Parish Walk, with Kristian Berggreen as a back up, if Leslie Campbell was unable to lead.

08/32 RAIL MATTERS. Leslie Campbell reported on the HAA Rail Group meeting on 7 February 2008. It was possible that Hassocks might get a new “modular” station in due course, and future funding had been discussed for disabled access. The east side car park would be resurfaced, and the possibility of creating additional parking to the north of the Station Garage was being examined. A Friends of Hassocks Station group had been set up. 

08/33 WSCC HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORT WORKS PROGRAMME 2008/9 AND FORWARD PROGRAMME. The programmes were noted. It was agreed that a response would be sent, asking if work to the Infant School safety Zone could be brought forward to 2008/9.

08/34 CCTV. RESOLVED to accept the quotation from John Carr for the installation of additional security cameras and equipment for the sum of £870, plus VAT, and to order equipment from TeleEye to the value of £650 plus VAT, the cost above the maintenance budget of £330 to be met from contingencies.

08/35 CORRESPONDENCE.

a) Consultation on Orders and Regulations Relating to the Conduct of Local Authority Members in England and Wales. The letter dated 3 January 2008 from the Department For Communities and Local Government was noted. A copy of the Consultation Document was available in the Parish Office.

b) Homeshare West Sussex. The letter dated 21 January 2008 from WSCC regarding the Homeshare Scheme was noted.  A copy of the Homeshare Information Sheet was available in the Parish Office.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.00 pm

Chairman.......................................

Date...............................................
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