HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Policy, Resources and Communications Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 22 April 2008 at 7.30 pm.

Present: 
Patrick Shanahan (Chairman)
Phil Mead

Bill Hatton, 



Kristian Berggreen

Mavis Flowers, 


Noel Thomas

Judith Foot 

Clerk: Linda Baker

Also present was one member of the public.


1. Apologies for Absence. None.

2. Declarations of Interest. None.

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 28 February 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
The Chairman Adjourned the meeting for public participation,. A note of the questions and answers is attached as attachment 1.

4. Parish Council Business Plan. The draft Plan was considered. RESOLVED that Patrick Shanahan would revise the Plan, with input from Phil Mead on the Quality of Life, Transport and Environment sections, from Committee Chairmen on current activities, and from the Hassocks Community Partnership on Tourism. The aim would be to put a first draft to council in June 2008. 

5. Involvement of Young People. Notes of a meeting on 26 March 2008 with AIRS on youth matters had been circulated. 

RESOLVED that:

· Judith Foot would contact WSCC for details of the youth bus which had previously visited Adastra Park

· Judith Foot would consult the Beacon Centre about involving young people, possibly using a questionnaire

· Patrick Shanahan would contact AIRS about “Your Bus, Your Call”

· Patrick Shanhan would contact WSCC about possible funding for youth initiatives

6. Grant Application Policy. Consideration of this item had been deferred.

7. Hassocks Scout Group. The letter dated 12 April 2008 from 1 st Hassocks Scout Group was considered. RESOLVED that a letter of support should be sent, together with a request for a business case and an indication of what other donations the Group had received in order that the request for funding could be considered.

8. Website. The website was discussed, and the note on the website from Bill Hatton was considered. Tony Chaitow had offered to continue to run the website for the council for a fee. Patrick Shanahan reported that it might be possible to use Brighton University students to redesign the site, but concerns were expressed about ongoing maintenance once the students had finished the work. Patrick Shanahan would speak to Tony Chaitow about the site, and get more information about the work the University of Brighton students could do, and circulate proposals for the next meeting.

9. Parish Centre Business Rate. Patrick Shanahan would look at this issue in due course.

10. Parish Centre Newsletter. Judith Foot circulated a draft of the information to be included. RESOLVED that the newsletter should be produced quarterly. The first edition would be made available at the Parish Centre, Library etc. Consideration would be given to circulating an edition to every household with the questionnaire which would be produced as part of the Business Plan. Judith Foot would produce a draft newsletter, similar in format to previous editions, and find out costs for circulation, to put proposals to the next meeting. 

11. Disabled Access. The committee discussed the points raised by Sian Philips.

It was agreed that the council minutes on the discussion on a chair lift at the meeting held on 9 October 2007 (minute 07/153 refers) were a true reflection of the discussion and resolution agreed at the meeting.

It was agreed that a provisional booking should be made for the Green Room at the Adastra Hall for the Annual Parish Meeting on 20 May 2008, and that notices advertising the meeting should inform people that they should notify the Parish Office if they required disabled access to the meeting. 

Noel Thomas was investigating the possibility of obtaining one of the two wheelchair lifts in Stafford House which were no longer required, and he would report back when the costs and practicality of moving and installing one in the Parish Centre were known. The council would also have to consider a personal evacuation plan for disabled people if a lift was installed.

12 Equality and Diversity Policy. Judith Foot proposed a policy based on the MSDC policy, and Noel Thomas and Patrick Shanahan circulated alternative policies. It was thought that the MSDC policy was too detailed for a parish council. RESOLVED that a revised draft should be produced for consideration at the next meeting.    

13. Equal Opportunities Policy for Councillors. The draft policy was considered. RESOLVED that it was unnecessary to have a separate policy for councillors.

14. Personal Performance Plan. A copy of the MSDC Personal   Performance Plan had been circulated. It was agreed that it was not appropriate for the Parish Council. The Clerk would draw up a format for the annual performance reviews for council staff.

15 Funding for Tree Planting. Phil Mead requested that £1,500 be allocated from reserves to part fund the Grand Avenue tree planting project in case the grants which had been applied for were not agreed. Whilst there was some support for the proposal, members were concerned about sanctioning un-budgetted expenditure. RESOLVED that the request should be put to full council for consideration.

16. Date of Next Meeting. Tuesday 3 June 2008 at 7.30 pm.   

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.00 pm.

Chairman...................................

Date..............................................
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