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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 8 January 2008 at

7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.

Present:
Noel Thomas (Chairman)

Judith Foot



Chris Bere



Jose Gargett



Kristian Berggreen


Sue Hatton



Alan Berry



Mavis Flowers



Derek Swaine


Frank Rylance



David Cumberland


Patrick Shanahan

Clerk: Linda Baker


Also present were District Councillor Gordon Marples, County Councillor Colin Wilsdon and two members of the public.

08/01 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Apologies for absence were received from Bill Hatton, who was attending a Rotary meeting, and Leslie Campbell, who was unwell.

08/02 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. Alan Berry and David Cumberland declared an interest in item 10 (b) as members of the Mens Club. 

The meeting was adjourned for public participation. There were no questions from the public.

08/03 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11 DECEMBER 2007. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

08/04 REPORTS

a) Police Report. PCSO Sally Howarth tendered her apologies as she was on leave. There was no police report.

b) District Councillor’s Report. Gordon Marples reported on

· The Core Strategy had been approved for consultation. MSDC had to meet a housing requirement of 15,000 new homes by 2026, which would be very challenging, and there were serious concerns about infrastructure.

· The budget process was underway. MSDC had been given a 1% settlement by government, compared with a national average of 3.6%, which would make the financial situation very difficult. There was cross-party consensus that service cuts should be avoided in looking for expenditure savings.

· The new waste collection arrangements had worked well over the Christmas period, and where there had been problems these were being investigated.

Sue Hatton reported on:

· The importance of the Core Strategy consultation. An Infrastructure Audit for Burgess Hill had been issued for consultation, and as this could have implications for Hassocks, she urged councillors to consider and comment on the document. Details would be circulated.

· The MSDC Constitutional Working Group was looking at member development among other issues.

c) County Councillor’s Report. County Councillor Colin Wilsdon reported on;

· The new pedestrian crossing in Keymer Road, near Stafford Way: work should commence at the end of January 2008

· A meeting would be held with Barratts and representatives of the County, District, and Parish councils to discuss the adoption of roads at the Mackie Avenue development.

· WSCC had proposed a weekly shoppers bus to Brighton from Hassocks, but Compass Travel had decided not to offer the service for the moment

· A new cinema screen had been installed in the Adastra Hall, with funding from WSCC

· The next County Local Committee meeting would be held on 15 January 2008 from 4-6.00 pm in Burgess Hill Library, and would be in the form of a councillor’s “surgery”.

· Budget setting was ongoing

· Negative response from WSCC to a written question that any land released by WSCC should be allocated for affordable housing

· CW was on the Task Force for children in care

d) Planning Committee Meeting 17 December 2007. The minutes of the meeting were accepted by the council.
e) Village Design Statement Group Meeting 12 December 2007.. The minutes of the meeting were noted.
08/05 CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS

a) Standards Board Investigation. Noel Thomas reported that MSDC would be holding a panel on 24 January 2008 to consider the Standards Board complaint against him made by a member of the Hassocks Amenity Association following the 11 January 2007 meeting of the council. Council members could attend the hearing, and Noel asked any members who were willing to attend with him to contact him following the meeting.  

08/06 CLERK’S REPORT

a) Tree Warden. David Brown, one of the council’s two Tree Wardens, had agreed to act as Tree Warden for Hurstpierpoint Parish Council, initially on a trial basis for a year. This should not affect his work as Tree Warden for Hassocks.

b) Disc Parking. It was likely that MSDC would introduce disc parking for the Orion car park in February 2008, and not January as previously expected. The date had not yet been finalised.
c) Councillor Vacancy. The notice of a vacancy on the Parish Council, arising from the resignation of Michael Pryke, had been advertised and electors had 14 working days to claim an election, after which the council could co-opt to fill the vacancy.   

08/07 COUNCILLOR TRAINING COURSE, 8-10 FEBRUARY 2008. RESOLVED that Frank Rylance should attend the course, in addition to Chris Bere and Kristian Berggreen, the cost to be met by the council.

08/08 FINANCIAL REPORT. The Financial report for December 2007 and the list of cheques presented was authorised and signed by the Chairman.

08/09 EXTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT ON THE 2006/7 ACCOUNTS. The external auditor’s certificate and opinion on the 2006/7 Accounts, dated 21 December 2007, were noted. RESOLVED that the audit fee of £646.25 be paid.

08/10 LEASES

a) Hassocks Community Association. The draft lease received from Hedleys was considered. The question of the council having responsibility for insuring the building was discussed.

RESOLVED that the lease and the question of liability for insurance should be reconsidered at the next meeting of the council, after the Hassocks Community Association had discussed this at a meeting on 23 January 2008. 

b) Mens Club. Nothing further had been heard from the Mens Club. The council would be represented by Hedleys at the case conference on 15 January 2008.  

08/11 HASSOCKS VILLAGE SIGN. Judith Foot reported that funding might be available from MSDC under the Art in Public Places initiative, and MSDC had recommended some local artists who might help with the project. Judith was preparing a brief for submission to MSDC. 

08/12 CCTV SYSTEM. RESOLVED that proposals for an upgraded system should be considered at the next meeting, based on a revised quotation from John Carr.  The council’s insurers would be asked if a modified CCTV system would meet their requirements. 

08/13 MSDC CONSULTATION ON COMMUNITY SAFETY.  RESOLVED that Patrick Shanahan would prepare a response on behalf of the council.  Members were asked to let him have their comments, and to return completed questionnaires to the Clerk.


08/14 CORRESPONDENCE. There was no correspondence for noting.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00 pm

Chairman............................

Date................................... 
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