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HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 8 April 2008 at 

7.30 pm in the Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Hassocks.


Present: Noel Thomas (Chairman)
Judith Foot




    Chris Bere                                 Jose Gargett

                          Kristian Berggreen                    Sue Hatton

                          Alan Berry                                 Patrick Shanahan



    Leslie Campbell                         Phil Mead

                          David Cumberland                    Frank Rylance 

                          Mavis Flowers
                      

         Clerk: Linda Baker

         Also present were County Councillor Colin Wilsdon and two members of the public.


08/56 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. Apologies for absence were received from Bill Hatton and Derek Swaine. District Councillor Gordon Marples also gave his apologies as he had a meeting at MSDC.


08/57 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. Alan Berry and David Cumberland declared an interest in item10 as members of the Men’s Club.

The Chairman adjourned the meeting for public participation. A note of the questions and answers is attached at attachment 1.    

    08/58 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11 MARCH 2008. The minutes were taken as read, agreed by the meeting, and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

    08/59 OPERATION BEATSWEEP. Sgt Simon Alexander of Sussex Police joined the meeting to discuss Operation Beatsweep, which was planned to take place in Hassocks in May 2008. RESOLVED that the council supported the initiative, and that Patrick Shanahan would represent the council on the Beatsweep Panel.

    08/60 REPORTS

a) Police Report. Sgt Alexander reported on crime figures for Hassocks, which were down for the last 90 days. 

b) District Councillors’ Report. Sue Hatton reported on:            

· Proposals for Area Planning Committees

· Leisure Services

· Core Strategy

· Relocating the Oaklands Offices

Gordon Marples had sent a report on the removal of the glass bank from the Dale Avenue bring site. Some concern was expressed about local businesses no longer being able to use the glass recycling facilities. It was agreed that Jose Gargett would draft a letter expressing the council’s concerns, which would be sent to Shaun Morley at MSDC, copied to Gordon Marples and Phillip Russell at WSCC.

c) County Councillor’s Report. Colin Wilsdon reported on;  

· Better Tomorrow waste management initiative

· Changes at cabinet level

· Community Safety Training at the Triangle, Burgess Hill

· Operation of the scrutiny committees.

Colin Wilsdon said that he would be pressing for an improved road crossing of the A273 near Little Copse Road, and the council endorsed the proposal.

d) Planning Committee Meetings, 10 and 31 March 2008. The minutes were accepted by the council.

    08/61 CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS

a) CCTV. John Carr had completed the work on upgrading the CCTV system. It was agreed to change the monitoring system, at a cost of approximately £5 per month.

b) Mackie Avenue Development, Balancing Pond. A draft letter to MSDC had been circulated regarding the balancing pond, and it was agreed that the letter should be sent on behalf of the council.

c) Mackie Avenue Development, Street Lighting. The Chairman had written to MSDC regarding the proposals for street lighting, and these had been forwarded to Barratt Homes.

d) VDS Supplementary Planning Document. The Chairman reported that he, Gordon Marples, and Phil Mead would be involved in a photo shoot to publicise the adoption by MSDC of the Village Design Statement Supplementary Planning Document.

e) Meeting with Downlands, 31 March 2008. Notes of the topics discussed at the meeting had been circulated.

08/62 CLERK’S REPORT

a) Parking Discs. MSDC would be introducing disc parking in the Orion Car Park, Hassocks, with effect from 21 April 2008. Arrangements had been made for local shops to sell the discs, and they would also be available through the Parish Office, which would be open on Saturday 19 April from 10.00 am to 12.00 noon for the sale of discs only. It was anticipated that there would be a high initial demand for the discs.

b) Parish Centre Cleaning. RESOLVED that a new Dyson, or similar cleaner be purchased for the parish centre, at a cost not exceeding £200. The equipment would be purchased locally if economic.

c) Nick Herbert, MP, Surgery. Nick Herbert, MP was holding an Open Meeting in Hassocks on 17 October 2008 in the Adastra Hall Green Room. RESOLVED that the meeting room in the Parish Centre be made available for an MP surgery twice a year.


08/63 FINANCIAL REPORT. The Financial Report for March 2008 and the list of cheques presented was authorised and signed by the Chairman.

08/64 INSURANCE. Quotations from Allianz and Norwich Union were considered for the council’s insurance from 1 June 2008. RESOLVED that the quotation from Norwich Union through Came & Company be accepted, for a period of three years, from 1 June 2008. The level of insurance for the Parish Centre building would be verified to ensure that it was in line with the rebuild cost.

08/65 LEASES.

a) Adastra Hall. Hedleys were revising the lease to reflect the agreement on insurance for the building.

b) Men’s Club. Witness Statements had been submitted by Hedleys and Castles Solicitors. RESOLVED that Hedleys should be asked to contact Castles to indicate that the council would still be prepared to grant a 21 year lease, at a rent of £600 per annum, with 5 yearly rent reviews on current market value, (as resolved at the 12 June 2007 council meeting, minute 07/109 refers), provided the Men’s Club agreed to pay all the council’s legal fees and the cost of the Valuation, to avoid the case having to go to court.

08/66 MSALC/MSDC CONFERENCE, 3 APRIL 2008. Members who attended reported on the Conference, which had been focussed on planning issues. 

Copies of the presentation by Kirsten Pegler on Planning Applications were available if members wanted them.       

RESOLVED that Sue Hatton would contact Lynne Standing at MSDC about making a presentation to the Parish Council on the allocation of social housing.     

08/67 HASSOCKS SIGN. Judith Foot had contacted sign writers for a quotation for a Hassocks Sign. RESOLVED that the Environment Committee should consider the sign, and put proposals to the council.

08/68 TREE PLANTING: AWARDS FOR ALL GRANT. RESOLVED that Phil Mead would make an application on behalf of the council to Awards For All to fund tree planting in the village. The question of putting funding aside in earmarked reserves towards tree planting would be considered by the Policy, Resources and Communications committee.

08/69 ELECTION COSTS. It was noted that no response had yet been received from MSDC to the council’s letter dated 12 March 2008. 

08/70 RAIL MATTERS. There was nothing to report. The next meeting of the Rail Group would be held on 17 April 2008.

08/71 CORRESPONDENCE. 

a) WSCC Parish Walks. A response would be sent saying that the Parish had a walk arranged for 9 June 2008.

b) WSCC Materials Resource Management Contract Briefing Note. The briefing was noted.

There being no other business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.10 pm.

Chairman...........................................

Date..................................................
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